Critical Thinking--Plato’s “Phaedo”
We have been discussing critical thinking (tracing its origins) and the dialectic process.  We’ve been discussing the ramifications of duality as it pertains to writing, thinking, rhetorical strategies, and life in general.  Does your understanding of “Phaedo”remind you of any of our discussions?  Can you point to any other examples (any medium or genre is fair game here) that invokes the dialogue we see in Plato?  We have raised a lot of questions in class that pertain to learning, education, the acquisition of knowledge, wisdom, professionalism, etc.  Do you see our discussions and exercises as part of the larger lessons of life which mirror the discussions that are evident in “Phaedo?”  
What’s going on in the piece?   
Compose an essay defining your synthesis of the alternation of opposites theme we see in “Phaedo.”  Re-familiarize yourself with pertinent information: the idea of the alternation of opposites, objectivity/subjectivity, waxing/waning, increase/diminution…and so on.  
Do not Google search Plato’s “Phaedo” and use terms … “Forms”…”Affinity” “Recollection” etc…our discussions have been about opposites and duality, your paper should focus on those.  Do not include other themes that are easily searched.
Can you think of any other groups of opposites that could strengthen the arguments that Plato/Socrates make? If so, can you show the link between your thinking and the questions Plato is trying to address?  Is the rhetoric in “Phaedo” convincing?  Does it achieve its purpose?  Why?  What are the strongest points that persuade you to follow the line of reasoning prevalent in the piece?
Is there any way to refute this dialogue by thinking of autonomous concepts which don’t, as Plato remarks, “equally involve a passage into and out of one another?”  Can you challenge the Socratic dialogue by addressing faults in the reasoning or any other shortcomings of the rhetoric?  Why does the reasoning fall short? 
You should show your understanding of the concepts of duality, dichotomy, and the dialectic process.  You should detail your synthesis of the topics we focused on in “Phaedo” and how they relate to critical thinking, rhetoric, rhetorical strategies, composition/writing, or life in general. 

What is the big picture here?

What is the larger message that the writing attempts to engage for the audience?

Respond to the prompt in a way that you touch on the larger messages that are inherent in the piece.  Do the ideas shape the reality you are currently forming for yourself?
