American Literature I   Spring 2018
INSTRUCTIONS for The Culture and Genre Essay (C & G Paper)

Due Date: End of Week SIX, February 25
Hello, everyone! On the C & G paper:

CULTURE: After finishing your reading assignments through the end of week FOUR, think back and look for parallels and contrasts at a cultural level.
The following questions are only some of the possible cultural observations you may wish to discuss: How are women presented? What roles do women have in their societies? How do the gods and their subjects relate to one another? What are the values encoded in their portrayals? What is a hero to their respective cultures? What are the causes of violence, apparently? What does having control of the narrative (being the culture that tells the tale) do for our understanding of the Native American and European American cultures? 

Of course, we can’t truly do justice to such important questions in a paper that only uses for evidence our assigned reading of a few primary sources. This paper is meant to stimulate our curiosity, and begin to gather the kinds of observations that would lead to deeper learning should we choose to follow up. Also, and most importantly for our class objectives, it makes the reading we have done so far give up more of its secrets. 
What you discuss in your essay is up to you: there is no need to follow my suggested questions in order, or as a whole, or at all. In fact, you should stick to two or three key areas of comparison or contrast between the two cultures (of course, Native Americans and European colonists had many cultural differences among themselves: no need to track all possible differences—simply have plausible explanations based on the few readings we are considering from our textbooks).

Also, there is no need to use every single reading through Week Four at all—just have at least one reading from each of the first four weeks in your analysis: think about what interests you when comparing these cultures!
· Remember that you MUST use a Ben Franklin reading from Week Four in the “Culture” section of your paper.
· Take three full pages for the “Culture” part of the C & G paper, with four or five body paragraphs, and an introduction and a conclusion as well.
· Place your thesis statement at the end of the first paragraph, and use paragraphs of academic length—usually five to six sentences, if not more, per paragraph.
· Remember to document the pages your examples and quotes appear in through MLA 8th edition format parenthetical citations: do prepare a Works Cited page for papers in this course (only your textbook should appear this time).
GENRE: At the same time, try to understand why we call what we have read so far “literature.” What features do they share to make them literature? Would a report of one’s attempt to form a colony count as literature today? As a genre, letters and historical narratives are usually not considered literature, although Autobiographies sometimes manage to do just that.  

These questions are not necessarily to be answered for our Genre section of this paper. For our course, instead of writing a page about genres, you are instead to read the PDF file on Early American literature, a paper by Professor Tally at Texas State University that is now a part of Learning Module Four, and then write A REACTION to the PDF reading that is a half-page in length,

Do notice that Dr. Tally does not address the Native American myths specifically: the fact that Jefferson and Franklin do document the experience of Native American oral and cultural traditions for leading American minds (Jefferson’s and Franklin’s, for our purposes) should make up for this lack of attention to Native cultures in his Genre discussion.
Note** The C & G essay as a whole should not be organized under a single thesis, unlike most academic essays. Instead, please split your essay into two parts: Culture (three pages: this one a traditional paper with thesis-driven argument), and Genre (half-page reaction to the PDF with Dr. Tally’s discussion about American Literary genres).
Note also that you should compare and contrast the cultures over two or three areas—have your paragraph’s topic sentence mark the movement to each new area of comparison as we read along, and forecast the key ideas you will be comparing in the culture section when you write your thesis statement in the introduction. There is NO NEED to mention the Genre reaction in your thesis statement—in fact, don’t mix the two sections in your mind while writing this paper.
· You should write at least three pages on culture (you may go over the page minimum if you wish) while working in the readings from the four weeks , double-spaced, font size twelve, using Helvetica, Times New Roman, or Arial for a font (size 12).

· Be sure to follow MLA style guidelines for presentation and for documentation if you use sources outside our books and the PDF link! This would include the use of parenthetical citations in the text, accompanied by the necessary (in this system of documentation) Works Cited page. The Works Cited page is not a part of the paper’s page count (the Works Cited page might be page five, however, as paginated on the header). 
· Stick to our texbook and the PDF for your sources in this assignment: then document (using MLA 8th edition format)  the page numbers for ideas, facts, paraphrases, summaries, or quotes (it is usually an error to document ONLY quotes, by the way).
· And--always essential in academic papers of this type--do not forget to document your discussion properly—and illustrate your points with quoted, paraphrased or summarized examples from every chapter in our assigned reading.  IF this is not done, sad face for your grade. . .below a C.
· I have seen this more frequently of late in my classes, so pardon this reminder: No paragraphs, no essay!

· TIP: If you are stuck writing a draft, explain to a “pretend” friend the main points of your paper as you type, and then you’ll have the ideas written down so that you can have ideas to organize! Rewrite after the logjam is cleared!

· Another tip: if you feel a bit overwhelmed, take your ideas and draft to the Writing Center at Juniper Hall, second floor: they’ll be glad to help you formulate your paper—but be sure to take these instructions with you.
· TIP: Print out a copy of these instructions, and mark them up so as not to miss an important bit of the instructions! These instructions are too detailed to remember after scanning a Smart Phone or laptop screen
· ENJOY THE ADVENTURE!

