ENG 203
ESSAY 1 ASSIGNMENT
Length: 1000 words minimum (Part I: 500-750; Part II: 500-1000 words)
For Essay 1, you will write a creative revision of the Epic of Gilgamesh, prefaced by a short essay in which you explain, justify, and analyze your revision. You will need to identify how your revision works in the epic tradition or subverts the form. Cite examples and explain your choices. You will also need to explain why you chose the character perspective you did and how writing from that perspective gives us new insights into themes explored in Gilgamesh (for example: friendship, fear of death, desire for fame, nature and civilization, the misuse of power).

This assignment consists of two distinct parts and encourage you to combine your analytical and creative thinking.  In Part I, you will write a thesis-driven preface in which you introduce, justify, and analyze your creative approach, explaining how your creative revision critically and intellectually reimagines its chosen text while also engaging it as a work of literature.  Part II, then, will consist of an original short story in which you creatively revise a literary text based on one of the prompts below.  

Both of these parts will be graded as a single assignment based on the requirements provided; however, you should plan to spend as much time (if not more) on the opening preface to your story.  This is where you will thoughtfully explain, justify, and analyze how your story engages with and revises the text on which it is based.  Indeed, for those who might feel intimated or uncomfortable with creative writing, you should take comfort in the fact that we are looking primarily for evidence of interpretive engagement with your chosen text.

For this assignment, students will select one of the following options:
Directions
Write a short creative revision of a select scene from The Epic of Gilgamesh in which you thoughtfully engage with the idea of one of the epic's themes (friendship, fear of death, desire for fame, nature and civilization, the misuse of power, the place in the universe for gods, kings and mortals). Your short creative revision should be written from the perspective from a character other than Gilgamesh. Essentially your creative revision should examine how another character would see the scene you have selected, and how their perspective either affirms or challenges a particular theme of the text.

Important Components of this Assignment:

1) Make sure that your critical preface has a clear thesis, which makes an argument (not a summary) about how your story thoughtfully engages its source text

2) Make sure that your critical preface supports your argument with evidence from both your story and the text on which it is based
3) Make sure that your critical preface close-reads that evidence, and ties your interpretive reading into your thesis argument

Minimum Expectations for Structuring this Assignment:

Preface:

· Must include a specific introduction that leads up to a clear thesis statement (offering an argument, with a point of view, instead of a summary)

· Must be at least two body paragraphs, each with a clear topic sentence, textual evidence supporting your thesis, and close-reading of that evidence.

· Must include a closing paragraph that reasserts and restates (in new words) your argument about how your story thoughtfully engages with its chosen text.

· Four-five paragraphs total.

Short Story:

· Must include concrete details that reference, revise, or allude to its source text (a specific scene/incident in Gilgamesh.
· Must include some kind of narrative arc (i.e., beginning, middle, and end)

· Must include attention to literary devices such as plot, characterization, point of view, setting, dialogue, and imagery.

· Must be written from a perspective other than Gilgamesh's.

Paper Requirements:
-Paper must be divided into two sections: “Part I: Preface” and “Part II: Short Story.”
-Paper must be a minimum of 1000 words (Part I: 500-750; Part II: 500-1000 words)

-Paper must have an interesting and original title
-Paper must offer a clear argument (not just a summary) in its preface
-Paper must provide close-reading analysis of at least two passages in its preface (one from the text and one from your story)
-Paper must include a works cited page
-Paper must be typed, double-spaced, written in 12-point Times or Times New Roman font, and formatted according to standard MLA style

-Any evidence of plagiarism will be result in the immediate failure of the essay and, potentially, of the class.

Read the prompt carefully! Papers off topic or that do not directly address the prompt will receive 0 (zero) points. 

