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Paper 1

The first paper of the semester offers you a couple of possibilities:

1. Provide a reading of a single poem that we have not studied in class and will not study in class, but that falls within the period we are studying, from the beginnings in England to 1800 and is British rather than American. By a “reading” I mean that you will discuss the subjects, themes, techniques, image patterns, etc that contribute to the meaning of the poem. Your paper should conduct an argument: go beyond merely listing a number of loosely related observations and forge a coherent whole governed by a single thesis. Choosing a poem is perhaps the most difficult part of the task: a 500 line poem is probably too complex to explicate adequately in a short paper and a 10 line song may not be complex enough, but there’s a big world in between.


2. Choose a prose or dramatic work we have not read and will not read—another of the Canterbury Tales, a story from Malory’s Mort D’Arthur, another of Shakespeare’s plays—and discuss a particular subject, theme, or technique in that work. You will need to narrow your subject appropriately.
An alternate but trickier possibility is to choose a work we have done in class and discuss a subject, theme, or technique we did not explore in class. Or disagree with our interpretation of a particular work. In either case, you will need to avoid repeating too much of what we said in class. If you have another, better idea, check with me.


The length of the paper is 1000-1500 words (4-6 pages), but the upper limit is loose. If you’re over 6 pages, don’t worry; if you’re under 4 pages, worry. Better yet, come talk to me. Please double space and use normal fonts and margins. Use MLA documentation for citations from the text and properly credit any outside sources you use.


If any questions or problems arise, make sure you talk to me about them. Remember above all—thesis and support. The best way to get in trouble on this paper is to substitute a plot summary or paraphrase for an argument. Conduct an argument. 


The paper is due Feb. 22 so the last date I will accept rough drafts is Feb. 16
