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ECU SPED 3001 Assessment Critique and Literature Review Assignment
(12 points)
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· Introduction: Educators understand the importance of selecting the most reliable, valid, and non-discriminatory methods of assessment to accurately represent the abilities of individuals with exceptional learning needs.  Educators also understand the importance of remaining current in their knowledge and skills in engaging in evidence-based practices validated for the specific characteristics of learners and settings.
· Purpose: This assignment will provide practice evaluating assessment instruments. It will provide practice accessing, communicating, and demonstrating a commitment to apply evidence-based practices in the assessment of disabilities through study of scholarly, peer-reviewed publications relevant to individuals with exceptional learning needs. 

· Measurable goal: Criterion for acceptable performance is 80% competency (9.6/12 pts.). Criterion for target performance is of 100% competency (12/12 pts.).

· Objectives: After completing the assessment critique and literature review, you shall be able to meet the specific CEC competencies:
· Critically discuss basic terminology used in assessment (ICC8K1)

· Critically discuss specialized terminology used in the assessment of individuals with exceptional learning needs (IGC8K1)

· Demonstrate the ability to select, adapt, and/or use instructional strategies and materials according to characteristics of the individual with exceptional learning needs (ICC4S3)

· Critically discuss the use and limitations of assessment instruments (ICC8K4)

· Discuss procedures for early identification of young children who may be at risk for exceptional learning needs (IGC8K4)

· Identify reliable methods of response of individuals who lack communication and performance abilities (IGC8S4)

· Identify ways to create learning environments that allow individuals to retain and appreciate their own and each other’s respective language and cultural heritage (ICC5K8)

· Identify ways specific cultures are negatively stereotyped

· Critically discuss strategies used by diverse populations to cope with a legacy of former and continuing racism (ICC5K10)

· Critically discuss barriers to accessibility and acceptance of individuals with exceptional learning needs (ICC5K2)
· Identify methods to remain current regarding research-validated practice (ICC9K4)
· Identify organizations and publications relevant to individuals with exceptional learning needs (ICC9K2)
· Access information on exceptionalities (ICC9S10)

· Demonstrate commitment to engage in evidence-based practices (ICC9S13)

· Identify models, theories, philosophies and research methods that form the basis for special education practice (ICC1K1)

· Identify issues in definition and identification of individuals with exceptional learning needs, including those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds (ICC1K5)
· Role, Audience, and Setting: First, your role as a writer is to critically discuss the purposes, uses, benefits, and limitations of a selected norm-referenced instrument. In your critique, address each of the specific components described in the scoring rubric. Literature search resources suggested include accessing ECU Libraries electronic journals, such as Assessment for Effective Intervention, or databases such as Tests in Print or Mental Measurements Yearbook.
· Woodcock Reading Mastery Test
· Next, your role is to communicate in writing about current evidence-based practice in special education or related services as a member of a multidisciplinary team (MDT), collaborating with professionals and parents tasked with assessing a student with a disability. Select one scholarly peer-reviewed journal article that identifies evidence-based practice in teaching methods or strategies.  Explain evidence-based teaching methods or strategies, specifying how current research could improve your examinee’s academic performance. Literature resources may include the ECU Libraries electronic journal holdings, such as Exceptional Children, or databases such as Education Research Complete. See also the attached list of publications.
· Directions: First, your critique will address five areas or components (see rubric attached): a) provide a complete and accurate discussion of the intended assessment audience, including age, grade, race, ethnic and/or cultural background, socioeconomic background, geographic location, and learning disabilities, b) explain the purpose(s) of the test, listing and accurately explaining what each subtest measures, and c) discuss the administration and scoring procedures, including a description of the testing format, basal and ceiling rules along with types of scores the test results provide, and the scoring method (e.g., manual or computer scoring), and d) critically discuss the overall strengths, limitations, validity and reliability of the assessment tool.

· Next, seek, select, and study one peer-reviewed journal article about evidence-based practice. Explain the teaching methods or strategies that you learned about and why they are considered evidence-based. 
· Describe appropriate recommendations for your hypothetical student with a disability, based on the norm-referenced test that you wrote about and the teaching methods or strategies you recommend from your article on an evidence-based strategy.  

Finally, provide correctly formatted APA in-text citations and references for the test instrument and your article about your evidence-based strategy.  Use correct APA publication style format and written expression.

· Assessment Critique and Literature Review Scoring Rubric
	Topic
	Definition
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Assessment critique
	Provide a complete and accurate description of the intended assessment audience. This includes age, grade, cultural background, socioeconomic background, geographic location, and learning diversities.
	1.5
	

	
	Explain purpose of the test. List and provide an accurate explanation of what each subtest measures.
	1.5
	

	
	Discuss the administration and scoring procedures
	1.5
	

	
	List, describe, and explain the overall strengths, weaknesses, validity, and reliability of each assessment tool.


	1.5
	

	Evidence-based practices
	Explain how the teaching methods or strategies are evidence-based.  
	1
	

	Application
	Describe appropriate recommendations for your hypothetical student with a disability, based on the norm-referenced test that you wrote about and the teaching methods or strategies you recommend.  
	3
	

	APA Style and written expression
	Literature review is formatted in APA style—cover page, headings, in-text citations and references; uses writing that is clear, concise, and error free; copies of articles (electronic or paper) may be attached
	2

	

	Instructor comments
	
	Total = 12
	


Peer-Reviewed Special Education and Related Services Journals

American Educational Research Journal

Annals of Dyslexia

Assessment for Effective Intervention

Behavioral Disorders

Beyond Behavior

British Journal of Educational Technology

Child: Care, Health, and Development

Child Development

Cognitive Science

Contemporary Issues in Communication Science and Disorders

Developmental Psychology

Early Childhood Education Journal

Early Childhood Research & Practice

Early Childhood Research Quarterly

Education and Training in Autism and Developmental Disabilities

Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis

Educational Researcher

Exceptionality

Exceptional Children

Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities

Intervention in School and Clinic

Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis

Journal of Applied Behavioral Science

Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions

Journal of Early Intervention

Journal of Special Education

Journal for Special Education Leadership

Journal of Special Education Technology

Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research

Journal of Technology and Teacher Education

Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools

Learning Disabilities Quarterly

Learning Disabilities Research & Practice

NHSA Dialog: A Research to Practice Journal for the Early Childhood Field

Preventing School Failure

Review of Educational Research

Reading Research Quarterly

Reading & Writing Quarterly

Teacher Education and Special Education

TEACHING Exceptional Children

The Clearing House

Topics in Early Childhood Special Education

Young Children

Young Exceptional Children

