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Project Guidelines

Species Presentation Instructions
Attached Files: [ Species Presentation Instructions (197.768 KB)

Each student will create a Video News Cast on an organism of their choice from any domain/kingdom we have covered up until the presentation date (i.e. no animals). There will be two parts to this assignment: an academic paper and a video presentation. The academic paper is to prepare you for giving
presentation. It should be treated as an academic paper and have in text citations with a works cited at the end

ACADEMIC PAPER COMPONENTS You will write an academic paper with the following:

- Title
- The correct binomial nomenclature species name followed by a comma and then the common name
Appearance

- Give a complete description of what the organism looks like

« Importance

- Why is it important to know about the species you have chosen?

-Is it a protected, endangered species, or abundant?

- What makes it unique?

Distribution and Habitat

- Describe where on Earth the organism lives.

- Identify the climate and habitat in which the organism prefers.

Phylogenetic tree

- Include the most specific phylogenetic tree for the organism supported by a scientific source.

- If no such tree can be found, create a tree using the phylogenetic trees found in the lecture text and add the organism in the correct evolutionary location
- The title of the tree should be Figure 1. (Insert Organism) Phylogenetic Tree and located UNDER the tree.
Nutrition

- Discuss how the organism feeds (parasite/autotroph/heterotroph).

- Identify any unique metabolic processes or any special dietary needs the organism may have.
Reproduction

- Discuss how the organism reproduces (sexually/asexually/both).

Ecological and Economic Importance

- Whatis its role in the ecosystem?

- Is this species beneficial in terms of what we can obtain from it?

NEWS CAST COMPONENTS You will create a five (5) minute oral presentation in a “news segment” style that describes your species to the general public (Think CNN). The following images will serve as the background for your news cast and must be cited:
« Apicture of the organism
« Amap of where the organism lives
« Traditional Linnaean classification
« Aphylogenetic tree that shows how the organism is related to other organisms
« Life Cycle of the organism
You will also have a works cited slide that is NOT shown in the video. Make sure you site all images according to the How to Cite in APA Format
The student will record their 4-5 minute presentation with ZOOM (free to all UHD students). Additional instructions will be posted on how to record your video. The main requirement is that you, along with your slides, are visible in the recording which is possible through the share screen option.

Once you record your video, you will upload it to youtube (free) and provide the link to our BlackBoard Learn discussion board for viewing during presentation week.




