ENGLISH 4


                                            T. KAPLAN   

Notes for reflective paper on your choice of plays

  Henrik Ibsen,   A Doll’s House 
  August Wilson,  Fences
Post your topic on discussion board  Feb 6  / due Feb 20 These are some guidelines to consider as you read the plays with efforts towards developing a personal and reflective response in the form of interpretative essay based upon the themes dealt within the strategies of drama: please consider the following elements: 

Character   How do the characters constructed by the authors reveal human qualities and address conflicts in society  (related to themes such as work, family, social expectations and gender relationships) How do characters transform themselves; how are they changed by other forces?

*Remember that these characters are not real people: they are inventions of the writer to convey messages about society and social /political realities….

how do the characters function symbolically:

"voice of reason" "voice of history" "voice of authority"

"inner-self"; 

how character work as representations of larger society  such as conflicting forces that each person must deal with ;    conflict of  one’s self versus social conventions (or expectations/ordinary behavior

Dialogue / relationships

-examine how the characters reveal their feelings about their lives and their attachments /lack of closeness; how do they "think" out loud or provide clues to what might happen next? How does dialogue reveal motivations and events that have occurred off stage?

-how do they continue to have fantasies about who they are/what they might do/what they might have been

Plot/conflict/ social issues

What factors in society and/or human relationships have changed/or not since these pieces were written? How are does the family insure or cripple hopes for the future? How do we define success? What forces in society influence our motivations and desires?

 (Other thematic questions you can raise and address) 



Consider your reading journal notes and refer to discussion forum postings for further materials
Conventions of staging to convey imagery essential to plot and/or theme

-lighting cues,  author’s stage notes regarding appearance of characters
-physical details/ stage setting to suggest thematic images : closeness between character, objects on stage, how characters act while speaking

Use of author's context

cultural background / social class/ author’s  position;   what is going on in the particular society/politically and socially during the time the writer created these works; what influenced the writer's development of these stories?  (Historical context)

***if you decide to use critical essays and research material---


- find literary analysis and critical essays about the plays to support your own analysis ; YOU MUST EFFECTIVELY QUOTE and integrate your sources into your own essay; please include MLA format “works cited” last page; refer to material in Roberts' Writing about Literature to help you focus and frame your exploration

Obiviously,  "Fences” and "Doll's House " are very well anthologized and assigned to college students; ".  You are welcome to find references and view films or video to assist your own understanding of these works, but please refer to them clearly as supportive material in the body of your essay. Please cite them on your last page, MLA format.

