SPRING 2018

MDGK 3343 / WGST 3305 / EURO 3998 / HMNT 4992 

ANGELS & DEMONS MIDTERM PAPER (5-6 pages) (20%)

DUE: w. 6 –Tuesday 2/13 by 5:00 pm via google docs (allow me editing/comment access)
TOPIC

So far our readings and discussions have presented you with the broader historical background within which earlier mythological figures representing and often stereotyping women occur.

Our discussions have had as their purpose to open up the reflection and discussion on the origin and importance of such representations, not to offer a “final” explication.

For your midterm paper you are asked to write a short essay (5-6 pages) on a figure of your choice in order to demonstrate your own understanding of the character in its historical/cultural context. You may choose either the Amazon figure, Helen, Penelope, Clytemnestra, or Cassandra as we have seen them in the texts we have discussed so far. You must work with a primary source. In case there is another character/symbol you are interested in writing about (for instance, Pandora, Iphigenia, Athena, etc.), feel free to do so but please make sure you talk to me before you start writing.

CONTENT/FORMAT

You paper should not be just a summary of the representation of the character but rather

(a) a close reading of the source(s) (as applicable) and

(b) a critical analysis of the representation itself within its historical context

(e.g. when Herodotus uses the earlier figure of the Amazons in his 5th c. history, he changes it significantly from previous Homeric versions. Why? Obviously the historical context/moment he is writing from and the audience he addresses both play an important role in his choices. This should be the focus of your analysis)  

Although the focus of the essay should be on your own ideas and voice, you must expand your understanding of your chosen figure with some brief research (no need to consult more than 4-5 sources). You may also consult secondary sources on the mythological and historical background, if you think that you need more information before you can voice your own opinion (e.g., if you discuss Cassandra and you think that you need more information on the function of prophesy or tragedy in 5th c. Athens. You may consider the bibliographical references given in class as a first step, posted on Brightspace and then expand your own search. Remember:  there are “better” topic choices (more primary text evidence) and “worse” ones. 

CONFERENCES

During week 5, we will have individual conferences to discuss your ideas and drafts. There is a conference schedule posted outside my office in UH 3752 (in the Theology village) for your reference. Feel free to contact me earlier if you need further direction.

* In fairness to those who turn papers in on time, late papers will drop a full letter grade per day and papers more than a week overdue will receive an “F” according to departmental rules. In case of extraordinary circumstances that prevent you from meeting a deadline, you should contact me before the due date. Under such extreme circumstances no more that ONE extension will be given. Papers must be double-spaced, with one-inch margins and fonts no larger than size 12. Please, use MLA Style of documentation. 

