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In the text’s biographical note on Andre Dubus, he is credited with penning stories that “are often tense with violence, anger, tenderness, and guilt; they are populated with characters who struggle to understand and survive their experiences, painful with failure and the weight of imperfect relationships” (“Andre Dubus” 89).   
In his story “Killings” (1979), Dubus presents staggering violence contrasted to tender relationships and love.  Dictionary.com defines violence as, “swift and intense force, rough or injurious physical force, action, or treatment,” or “an unjust or unwarranted exertion of force or power as against rights or laws.”  Love is defined as “a profoundly tender, passionate affection for another person,” or “a feeling of warm personal attachment or deep affection as a parent, child, or friend,” or “sexual passion or desire” (Dictionary.com). 

Directions: Dubus’s “Killings” and the film adaptation In the Bedroom (2001) present a potent blend of violence and love to illuminate “imperfect relationships” (The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature 89). Write a 1,000-word essay in which you show how Andre Dubus’s “Killings” and In the Bedroom both use violence and love to underscore – at times in different ways – themes of danger, naiveté, and crimes of passion.

Both Andre Dubus’s “Killings” (1979) and Tim O’Brien’s “How to Tell a True War Story” (1987) address issues of emotion-fueled violence, conceptions of ‘truth’ and naiveté, but the stories are in many respects about very different subjects.  Write a 1,000-word essay in which you compare and contrast the ways that O’Brien’s “How to Tell a True War Story” and Dubus’s “Killings” address the themes of emotion-fueled violence, conceptions of ‘truth’ and naiveté. 

Google defines naiveté as: a “lack of experience, wisdom, or judgment; innocence or unsophistication.”

