Research Paper: The primary focus of this course is the development of a formal research proposal. The emphasis is on academic writing, research, critical thinking, and data analysis. Students will develop a five (5) chapter paper, usually 25 – 30 pages in length, based on one of the provided topics. This is an overview of the required five chapters.
Chapter One: Introduction - This chapter tells the reader why the research is necessary and valuable. It contains an overview of the study, a statement of the problem, and the presentation of formal hypotheses.
Chapter Two: Review of the Literature - This is the history relevant theories and other research done – related to the selected topic. As students are required to include 12-15 sources to support the research, this is often the longest section of the paper.
Chapter Three: Methodology – In this chapter, the writer/researcher (student) expands the research process, from beginning to end. These and other questions will be addressed in this chapter: Who are the subjects? How were they selected? How was the survey distributed? Which method of research has been selected and why?
Chapter Four: Findings/Results- In chapter four, the writer/research explains the results of the data collected? The survey results will be analyzed using EXCEL. The writer/researcher will explain that data, using charts and tables. Then, the writer/researcher will explain the significance to the proposed study. Then, the writer/researcher will analyze and discuss the results, applying the data results to the study’s problem and hypotheses. In this chapter, the writer/researcher must go beyond the data and make educated inferences about the meaning of the findings, drawing conclusions based on the results of the data collected.
Chapter Five: In this chapter, the writer/researcher will provide “final thoughts” about the study, making Recommendations (based upon the study), Future Research (recommendations), and Limitations (of the study). This chapter contains a summary of the possible important implications and policy recommendations, if any.

Other sections of the final paper: References: This is the APA-formatted presentation of all of the references included in the paper. Remember that 12-15 sources are required. Appendix: Anything else you would like to include such as a copy of the survey questions. Each chapter is considered independent of the others and should include an introduction and conclusion as well as the required chapter material. However, each section relates to the others and to the paper/project as a whole. This will become evident as the paper develops.
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