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	Assessment
criteria
	Outstanding (HD)
	Very Good (D)
	Good (Credit)
	Satisfactory
(Pass)
	Unsatisfactory
(Fail)

	1. Knowledge

	Complex and critical discussion of legal principles and tests; all case and legislative authorities identified; effective use of materials; comprehensive identification and discussion of issues.
	Critical and accurate discussion of legal principles and tests; correct case and legislative authorities identified; appropriate use of materials; good identification and discussion of issues.
	Some critical explanation and discussion of legal principles and tests; ethical issues identified with some errors in their response; most case and legislative authorities identified; good use of materials; majority of relevant issues identified and discussed. 
	Little critical examination of legal principles and tests; some ethical issues not identified; limited notation of case and legislative authorities; some use of materials; possibly some misunderstanding of issues or materials.
	Limited explanation of legal principles and tests; ethical issues not identified; relevant materials overlooked or misunderstood; failure to identify and discuss relevant issues.

	2. Analysis and reasoning
	Thorough analysis, deals effectively with complexity of issues; persuasively argued throughout, contrary arguments anticipated, good critical evaluation of materials.
	Good analysis, argument well-developed and supported, some critical evaluation of materials.
	Some analysis of issues; argument may be under-developed or unpersuasive, synthesis of materials with limited critical evaluation.
	Mainly discursive with little analysis of issues; basic argument is unclear or undeveloped or not well supported, some reference to relevant material. 
	Insufficient analysis, argument is lacking or unsound, failure to use relevant materials, may indicate confusion or misunderstanding.

	3. Structure, written expression and presentation
	Clear and logical structure. Minimal errors in expression, grammar, spelling or punctuation; full and accurate citation of authorities and sources; thoroughly edited.
	Generally well written. Occasional minor flaws in expression, grammar, spelling or punctuation; authorities and sources are generally cited correctly; well edited.
	Reasonably well written. Some flaws in expression, grammar, spelling or punctuation; may have some missing, incomplete or incorrect citations; some oversights in editing.
	Writing may be difficult to follow in parts. Flaws in expression, grammar, spelling or punctuation; a number of missing, incomplete or incorrect citations; editing with little care.
	Poorly written, difficult to follow. Frequent or repeated flaws in expression, grammar, spelling or punctuation; inadequate citation of sources; poor editing.



