NU403 Transition to Practice
Guidelines for the Position Paper: 


The Parts of the Project: The project consists of the preparation and presentation of a formal position paper, beginning with an in-depth outline and reference list, a typed first draft, and a final copy of the paper.  Students should consult the APA handbook for proper documentation procedures.

Any materials, notes, and drafts used in the preparation of the final paper should be saved and, if requested, submitted to the instructor.  Late submissions will receive a lowered grade per BUSN policy. Failure to submit each part of the project at the specified time may result in failing the course.   

Projects that have not gone through each distinct stage of evaluation (outline, draft, final paper, and presentation and defense) are not acceptable. 
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The Parts of the Project: The project consists of the preparation and presentation of a formal position paper: 1) introduction, outline, references; 2) first draft; 3) final copy of the paper; 4) presentation.

The Nature of the Paper:  First, the topic of each paper must be a public health policy issue
brought about by current scientific or technological developments.  Topics are understood as
"public policy issues" if public sentiment or political pressure can effect a change in 
current policy. In all instances, a specific position must be defended with respect to the issue.  
This is not a topic paper about a health issue or a personal opinion paper.

A list of suitable topics can be found on Moodle.  This list is not intended to be exhaustive.  Students are always encouraged to submit new topics for projects to the instructor(s) for consideration.

APA format including (but not limited to):
· typed
· double spaced (including outline)
· 10 pages, NOT including title page, abstract, and reference pages
· 12 point Times New Roman font
· standard one-inch margins  

References: A variety of current primary scholarly sources (including books, journal articles, government documents, and reputable on-line sources) should be used and properly documented. At least one of these scholarly sources must be from a nursing journal. Research should be from sources not more than five years old Scholarly sources that are older than 5 years and non-scholarly sources may be used in the paper, but will not count towards the five required. Sources taken from the Internet must be from credible on-line sources (professional journals; .edu or .gov web sites) rather than the website of an individual, organization, or company. Proper citation of all sources, including those taken from the Internet, is required. Citations must be used throughout the paper for any ideas that are not your own, and since this is not an opinion paper, but a paper based on facts, most information should be cited. Use quotes for any material that you cannot paraphrase.  When appropriate, ideas from the course text can be included in the paper, e.g., the material on ethical theories can be applied to any issue.  Projects without current resources or adequate research may be deemed unacceptable.  Previous student papers and other student research are never acceptable resources. 
 
Any project determined to be plagiarized or containing counterfeit work shall not be accepted and will result in a minimum of failure of the course.  (See Code of Conduct policy in the student handbook.)  Points will be deducted for inability to paraphrase appropriately or quoting too often (see grading grids for outline and papers).

Outline/Paper/Presentation Format:  

In-depth topical outline or sentence outlines must be typed (12 point Times New Roman font).  Citations are not required on the outline, but it is highly recommended that students list sources for each point on the outline for own benefit. The outline should be as detailed and fully developed as possible, which will allow the instructor to make helpful suggestions for improvement at an early stage in the project.  Apart from the quality of research, the outline may be the most important step in a successful project. It is highly recommended that students start the collection of resources immediately upon notification of topic selection. 

Headings are required. Headings not only help to organize the reader’s thoughts, but also provide a good check for the writer to make sure everything under that header really does belong there and not somewhere else.
· At a minimum, students should use first level headings for each main section, i.e., Background, Practical Arguments for.., etc. these headings are placed to the left and are not bold or underlined
· If you choose not to use 2nd or 3rd level headings, it will not count against your grade….but getting off track of topic will count against organization.

I.	Introduction 
· Introduce and establish the importance of the issue by starting the introduction with a topical statement that informs the reader of paper content.
· List some of strongest practical and ethical arguments for stance and a couple of major oppositions.
· End with a thesis statement that clearly ties issue to your public policy stance. This thesis could be new policy, change in policy, or maintaining current policy.
		
		II.	Background
A. Provide any factual and/or observational background knowledge necessary for the average reader to understand the issue and the position involved in the debate.  Include only information like definitions, history of issue, statistics, etc – Cite your sources.
B. This section should not contain arguments for stance.  If you find you have information that is trying to sway the reader toward your stance, move it to practical arguments for stance

III.	Practical Arguments for your stance on Policy Issue
A. Explain current health policy issue (if not already covered in background) and student’s stance – do you want to keep policy, change it, delete it, or develop a new policy? (as described in the thesis).
B. Develop specific practical benefits/arguments to defend and demonstrate practical benefits and feasibility for stance on policy. In the paper, each section should delineate your specific arguments. 

IV.	Ethical Frameworks AND Ethical Values/Principles for Policy Issue
A. Provide a clear explanation of at least one ethical framework that supports your stance (utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, etc.); then clearly demonstrate how that framework supports your stance.
B. Must also have at least 2 ethical value/principles that support your stance.  Again, give brief summary/definition of ethical value; then clearly demonstrate how that value supports your stance on issue.

V.	Possible objections to your policy change and response
A. Clearly, fairly, and fully state any objections or alternative positions.  Include major oppositions to your stance….does not have to be exhaustive, but must include any major oppositions
B. Reply adequately to each objection with a rebuttal. The rebuttal may include some points already discussed in arguments for position.


VI.      Facilitating change
A. Discuss ways to effect a change: implement a new policy or maintain/change 
current policy; education of public; working with legislators, implement certain program; working with healthcare agencies and physicians; etc.
B.	Assess and discuss the nurses’ role related to the position/issue and nurses’ role in facilitating proposed changes and/or how does this affect nursing.

VII.     Summation and Conclusion – synthesize major points in conclusion
A. This is not a place to introduce new ideas.  Could have a strong quote for stance in summary, but should not be a new idea.  
B. Can list your major pro argument headers, a couple of major oppositions, main ethical arguments for stance. 
C. End with a strong summary of the policy change that needs to occur – do not forget to include how this affects nursing.

VIII.    References

X.     Appendices (if appropriate)


Abstract Guidelines:

The abstract should include a summary of major points of practical and ethical arguments for 
stance, as well as oppositions to stance, and summary statement (restatement of thesis).  It 
must  be 150-250 words. The abstract must be included as page 2 of your first draft and final paper.    Some suggestions to follow for an effective abstract can be found on Owl at Purdue. 



Classroom Presentation 

On the assigned date, the paper’s author will deliver a classroom presentation of his/her project.  The presentation should be a summary of the stated issue. Presenters should not read their papers to the class but rather prepare an oral presentation and speak from an outline or notes.  The presentations should be clear, well-organized, lively, and persuasive.   (See rubric)  

Some other pointers for excellent presentations:

1. Make it lively and interesting.  Be creative…but within time frame!
· If you have an idea for presentation but uncertain if acceptable, talk to instructor.
· You may include a few minutes of a video that is pertinent, but your presentation should mainly be your discussion of the topic.  
2. Dress professionally; posture important…no slouching, sitting
3. Use PowerPoint or another presentation platform
4. Do not put too much information on each slide and use large font…needs to be readable. Just include your main ideas and then talk from the slide.  
5. Do need to cover each section of your paper…just not everything under every section. so you cannot say everything that is in paper.
6. Each presentation will be followed by 5-10 min. of discussion with questions/ comments from the audience.
7. Practice, practice, practice: There will be deductions for timeliness in both presentation style and content areas of grading grid. 

