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Analysis and Synthesis: Digital Information Technologies
Title:  has an interesting main title and a specific subtitle, is properly formatted, and reflects the essay’s thesis.
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction and thesis:  the opener grabs the reader’s interest; the introduction defines relevant terms, gives any needed background, and explains the significance of the topic; the thesis indicates the essay’s main idea, appears at the end of the introduction, and  clearly responds to the prompt.  There is no documented information in the thesis.
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Body organization:  is clear, coherent, and unified with sensible paragraphing; topic sentences indicate the paragraph’s main idea, relate that idea to the thesis, appear in the first sentence of a body paragraph; there is no documented information in any of the topic sentences; transitions are used between and within paragraphs.
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Content:  is extensive and rich, providing support for the thesis while skillfully demonstrating analysis and synthesis.  The essay is the required length and adequately synthesizes information from the following essays:  Carr and “Google,” Carr and “World,” Shirky, Bolick, Newman, and Gladwell. The essay does not overlook any key DIT advantage or disadvantage.
	
	Strong

	
	Fair 

	
	Weak


Paraphrases and quotations:  The essay uses direct quote and  paraphrase while retaining student voice. Quotations are properly introduced and smoothly integrated into the essay. 
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Parenthetical documentation:  appears with quoted and paraphrased material and is in the correct form and location.  
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Works Cited:  entries are correct in content, spacing, indentation, and punctuation.
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Conclusion:  restates the thesis and the main ideas in a meaningful way that maintains the reader’s interest.
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Format, grammar, mechanics, usage, sentence structure:  sentence fragment, comma splice, run-on sentence, subject-verb or  pronoun-antecedent disagreement, misspellings, comma errors, apostrophe errors (possessive or contraction), usage errors, typos, indefinite pronouns, shifts in tense, inappropriate use of first-person or second-person pronouns, awkward phrasing/simplistic wording, heading errors, spacing issues, faculty margins, missing word count
	
	Strong

	
	Fair

	
	Weak


Grade:  __________


