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Research Questions 

 

See below for some prompts that you can draw upon when formulating your proposal 

and, ultimately, your research essay. If nothing sparks your interest and/or you have 

already got something else in mind that is also fine. These are only meant to be 

guidelines. 

 

1. Considering that corporate culture tends to prioritize profit, and that sustainable 

practices are frequently either expensive or at least do not prioritize profit, what are the 

economic and social challenges that businesses face when they attempt to implement 

sustainable, socially responsible practices? 

 

2. One of the challenges we face as we strive to bring sustainable practices into a culture 

built around market capital and the bottom line is how to get diverse groups with 

conflicting goals and philosophies (large corporations, environmental groups, 

governments, etc.) to buy in. What role can art, or architecture and design play in 

bridging the gap between these opposing positions and, potentially, helping produce 

sustainable solutions that are mutually acceptable?  

 

3. We are beginning to recognize that there is a close correlation between how we view 

the world around us and how we treat it. Traditionally, western culture has taken a view 

that humans are at the top of a hierarchy and the rest of the planet – its resources, its other 

organisms – are there for our use and exploitation. However, this attitude has promoted 

the kind of unsustainable growth and disregard of other organisms that has landed us in 

the midst of an environmental crisis. What impact would approaching the world around 

us from a holistic, collaborative approach, where each part is vital to the whole, have on 

helping us to create more sustainable practices? Take a look at an example of a 

collaborative, nonhuman-centric approach that has produced positive sustainable 

outcomes. This might mean considering First Nations practices, or other alternative 

philosophical approaches to the world that have helped facilitate sustainability as a 

practice. Or you might want to look at how two separate cultures have successfully 

worked together to create sustainable practices between them. 

  

4. Effective resource management and distribution is becoming an increasing critical 

concern as we begin to recognize that we are exceeding the available resources on earth 

that we rely upon for survival. Pick a natural resource (Water, hydro-electricity, an 

agricultural crop, wood, etc.). Consider how a particular group (a government, a culture) 

has managed that particular resource in the past. Was their use of that resource 

sustainable or not? If not, how they are adapting to sustainable practices in the present? 

How effective is this adaptation proving? Or, compare the management of this resource 

by two distinct groups (two different countries, or within two different environments, for 

example). Pick countries or environments.  

 



5. As we become increasingly aware of the detrimental effects of human activity on the 

environment, governments across the globe have begun to look at incorporating 

sustainable practices into their policies and infrastructure. They have also begun to put 

together public education programs to raise awareness about sustainability in the general 

public. Select a governmental (provincial, federal, Canadian, foreign) education program 

on an aspect of sustainability. Either compare it to another governmental education 

program on the same issue – which was most effective? What about their approaches was 

the same and what was different? – or look at how one particular government has 

effectively or ineffectively educated the public on that particular issue.  

 

6. Universities are beginning to recognize the value of green practices both for ethical use 

of their environments and for the purposes of branding – i.e. making sure they have a 

green image that can attract funding and high enrolment – and are thus adopting 

sustainability plans and programs. Compare three separate university sustainability plans 

and consider what they borrow from government and corporate sustainability plans and 

what they approach differently. Consider the language they use and the goals they set. 

Make an argument for how feasible these sustainability plans are. Is one better than the 

others? What holds them back and/or sets it apart? 

 

 

 


