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Element

Requirements

Marks

Research
topic

Clear statement of research topic

Explains what the focus of the topic is

Avoids general terms like sustainability, management,
lean construction, productivity, effective (or provides a
specific definition, if required)

Defines key terms using literature.

Justifies why the topic is relevant and of value to the
construction industry

10

Topic
themes/sub-
topics

At least 4 appropriate themes/sub-topics identified (may be more
if required)

Includes at least one note per theme/sub-topic

For each theme/sub-topic:

Defines any additional key terms, using literature
Briefly explains each theme/sub-topic

Explains how each theme/sub-topic connects to wider
topic

Uses references to literature to support the sub-topic
description (with citations and references as
appropriate)

4 marks per
theme/sub-
topic, up to 16
marks

Literature

References to at least 12 relevant sources from quality academic
publications.

Includes at least one note per source, in appropriate
themes/sub-topics

Variety of note types presented — may include any or all
of quotes, paraphrases, summaries, comparisons,
statistics, images and bullet points.

2 marks per
relevant source
with
appropriate
notes, up to 24
marks

Referencing

Correct APA format for all references, free of errors.
Must have all of the following to be correct:

Author listed alphabetically by first author’s surname —
Surname, Initial
Year
Title (sentence case; italics for book title, no italics for
an article)
Publication information — ONE of:
o Journal name (title case; italics), followed by issue
& volume number and page numbers for article
e Book publisher and location
e Conference proceedings title ( italics) and location
and page numbers
DOI or web address for all electronic sources
Page numbers included for all quotes

Y
mark for each
correct
reference, up to
6 marks

Although marked out of 60, this assessment is worth 20%
of your final mark.

/60




