Col 145 Essay Rubric
* There is a range to which each criterion is met for each category.
	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding: 34.8-40 Pts
	Good: 30.8-34.4 Pts
	Satisfactory: 26.8-30.4 Pts
	Unsatisfactory: 0-26.79 Pts
	Score

	
Unity, Thesis, Development & Relevance

LA1,2
LA1,2
CTQR3,4
IL3,4,5

	Text fully addresses the prompt. The thesis statement and/or topic sentences are focused and clear, and all points are fully developed, reflecting a depth and breadth of knowledge on the topic. For summaries, all main ideas are identified. Summarized content reflects an accurate and full sense of the original text and its purpose. The writer’s own words and syntax are used, and the source is introduced. Appropriate choice and integration of sources and citations (summary, paraphrase, and/or direct quotation)

	Text mostly addresses the prompt. The thesis statement and/or topic sentences may lack clarity and focus. The text is mostly relevant to the thesis statement, and most points are developed but may not reflect a depth and/or breadth of knowledge on the topic. For summaries, most main ideas are identified. Summarized content reflects an accurate and adequate sense of the original text and its purpose. The writer’s own words and syntax are used, and the source is introduced. Few problems with choice and integration of sources and citations (summary, paraphrase, and/or direct quotation)
	Text partially addresses he prompt. The thesis statement and/or topic sentences lack clarity and focus. The text is partially relevant to the thesis statement, and some points are developed but do not reflect a depth and/or breadth of knowledge on the topic. For summaries, most main ideas are identified but text does not reflect an adequate sense of the original text and its purpose. The writer’s own words and syntax are mostly used. The source is introduced, but some of the words and syntax are copied from the original text. Some problems with choice and integration of sources and citations (summary, paraphrase, and/or direct quotation)
	Text does not address the prompt. Thesis statement and/or topic sentences are missing or incomplete. Text does not satisfy the length/guidelines of the assignment and/or consists of many vague, irrelevant and/or redundant statements with limited knowledge about the topic. For summaries, few or no main ideas identified. The writer’s own words and syntax are not used, most of the words and syntax are copied from the original text and the source may not be introduced. Many problems with choice and integration of sources and citations (summary, paraphrase, and/or direct quotation)
	

	
	Outstanding: 17.4-20 Pts
	Good: 15.4-17.2 Pts
	Satisfactory 13.4-15.2 Pts
	Unsatisfactory: 0-13.38 Pts
	Score

	Organization
Coherence/Cohesion

LA1,2: 
LA2.3. Organization of text (coherence and clarity)

	Text is cohesive and coherent, and there is a sequencing/progression of ideas in a logically chosen order (chronological, spatial, emphatic, etc). Transitional sentences/phrases and cohesive devices, coordinators, and subordinators are used effectively.
	Text is mostly unified and coherent, with an attempt to sequence ideas in logical order (chronological, spatial, emphatic, etc). Transitional sentences/phrases and cohesive devices, coordinators, and subordinators are mostly used effectively, but in a few cases are inappropriate and/or redundant.
	Text is somewhat unified and coherent, with limited attempt to sequence ideas in logical order (chronological, spatial, emphatic, etc). Transitional sentences/phrases and cohesive devices, coordinators, and subordinators are partially used effectively, but in some cases are inappropriate and/or redundant.

	Text contains digressions and lacks unity/coherence. Little or no logical sequencing of ideas. Transitional sentences and connectors may be redundant, used inaccurately, or missing.
	

	Style & Tone

LA1,2:
LA2.5.  Vocabulary (accuracy and appropriateness)

	Word choice is accurate, wide-ranging, academic, concise, and sophisticated with consistent/appropriate tone and point of view. Effective use of synonyms, word forms, proper voice, and parallel structure. 
	Word choice is mainly acceptable and accurate/appropriate with a few examples of wordiness. Mostly consistent/appropriate academic tone and point of view. Mostly successful attempts to use synonyms, proper voice; word forms may be limited and/or contain some non-parallel choices.
	Word choice is somewhat acceptable and accurate/appropriate with some examples of wordiness. Somewhat consistent/appropriate academic tone and point of view. Somewhat successful attempts to use synonyms, proper voice; word forms are limited and/or contain some non-parallel choices.
	Word choice is limited, non-academic,
inappropriate, and/or copies from the original text. Text is too wordy. Lack of vocabulary range, and inappropriate use of parallelism, proper voice, and/or word forms interferes with meaning. Many shifts in point of view.
	

	Accuracy

LA1,2:
LA2.4. Sentence structure, grammar and punctuation (accuracy)
IL4,5


	Text consists of a variety of sentence structures. No or very limited spelling, grammar, capitalization, or punctuation patterns of error. Consistency of verb tense and pronoun reference. Correct formatting and, if applicable, accurate APA in-text citations and reference list.
	Text consists of some range of sentence types. A few spelling, grammar, capitalization, or punctuation patterns of error that do not significantly affect meaning. Few inconsistencies of verb tense and pronoun reference. Mostly correct formatting and, if applicable, accurate APA in-text citations and reference list.
	Text consists of little range of sentence types. Several spelling, grammar, capitalization, or punctuation patterns of error that do not significantly affect meaning. Several inconsistencies of verb tense and pronoun reference. Somewhat correct formatting and, if applicable, somewhat accurate APA in-text citations and reference list.
	Text consists of little to no range of sentence types. Contains numerous spelling, grammar, capitalization and/or punctuation patterns of error that affect meaning.  Many inconsistencies of verb tense and pronoun reference. Missing or several inaccuracies in formatting and, if applicable, APA in-text citations and reference list.  
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