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Stages of Moral Development 

Moral development encompasses the adoption beliefs, values, and attitudes that enable one to make decisions depending on whether they are right or wrong. Values are useful in formulating assumptions about frameworks that govern moral judgments. Moral development progresses through a series of stages in between childhood and adolescent. The first stage comes during infancy whereby a child develops a sense of right or wrong based on how they feel. Stage two occurs during the toddler years, and the difference between ethical and unethical is determined by what parents and other caregivers tell them. In stage three, which occurs during preschool years, children internalize moral values that are derived from the family. Stage four occurs among children of between seven and ten years old. They begin questioning issues to develop a sense of moral and immoral. The fifth is the last stage, and it occurs among teenagers. They begin experimenting different moral value systems to ascertain right or wrong actions. 
Strategies for Increasing Moral Behavior

Parents and teachers can increase moral behavior and reduce aggression in children through several strategies. They include presenting them with opportunities of observing their peers behaving morally upright. It allows them to emulate and internalize values and moral behaviors from them. Similarly, caretakers can choose to overlook aggressive behaviors, monitor, and control television influence, help children to comprehend their feelings, and enlighten them on how to reason correctly. 

Consequences of the Shift from Reliance on Adults to Reliance on Peers

The shift from relying on parents to peers is useful because it aids the process of social interaction and assessment; It allows children and teenagers to develop a retrospective view of parents in a more mature way. Further, it helps them to experiment own decisions since it is safer to try them among the peers than other people. Lastly, the shift creates room for the establishment of independence and autonomy. However, the shift to depending on peers may lead adolescents and children in the wrong direction, and thus there is a need for parents and other caregivers to monitor their children's behavior. 

