In the following material I try to walk students through the basic moves of a prospectus in COM 689

[HEADER] Introduction (this word does not need to be typed—it is assumed that the opening paragraphs are an introduction unless otherwise indicated.
In this section the writer needs to situate the subject matter of the study. What is the initial problem driving this inquiry? What is the general itch that you thought needed to be scratched. Set it up in broad terms in the first paragraph. Then funnel into succeeding paragraphs where you become more specific. As you move from capturing the readers attention to articulating what your topic is, you then need to identify broadly what you will be up to in this study. Where is the particular place of business or business that you have interest in exploring the question you have begun to pose. 
Your introduction should tell us something about what you are interested in as a problem posed and who you are interested in examining its occurrence with. Depending on the nature of your project you may also want to allude to the way you will go about collecting data. Notice that this unpacks at greater length what should be stated succinctly in the first TOPIC clause of the fourfold sentence of your thesis.

[HEADER] Statement of the Problem

In this section, similar to the “Because I want to….” portion of the fourfold thesis, you will need to identify with greater clarity what the specific problem is that the rest of your study is a response to. Begin by identifying the specific topic of the study project in a way that would have wide appeal to readers. For example, pose a thought-provoking question, you might provide some statistics about the problem that clearly calls for more research. Some cited resource material is relevant here, especially if it is citations of people identifying your problem and calling for more study, etc. 

Help your readers determine what the issue is by narrowing your focus as you identify. Perhaps like Mark Smith you want to learn how a particular, innovative congregation that strives to embody the features of postmodern leadership makes choices that are more collegial rather than hierarchical. Whatever your subject-matter (TOPIC) the idea of this section is to stir the pot and make clear to readers that a genuine problem or a provocative possibility of study exists. Show why there is “an itch that needs scratching” but that the scratching in this instance is an intellectual “scratching the surface” of a problem through research. You have already broadly suggested wht you will do and with whom. This section should spell out a bit more what and how you will scratch the itch you identify here. Reveal the “heart” of the BECAUSE I WANT TO…. What? 

Your goal is to point to some deficiency or some intriguing question that your study seeks to provide a means to fill that gap of knowledge. Your way of framing this should move in a way that sets up (without quite getting there) the next section in which you would identify relevant literatures that can help you speak to the way knowledge of this gap can be filled.

[HEADER] Relevant Research


In many ways this is going to be a highlight of the literature that you suspect will be most relevant to helping you solve the puzzle you have posed in the Statement of the Problem section. Think in terms of groups of studies or a particular theory that indicates a trend in organizational communication literature that you believe can help you step into that gap. What is that KEY THEORIST OR THEORY, who are the KEY THEORISTS of the literature division and subdivision in communication studies relevant to you inquiry. Suggestively allude here to the literature that you will develop in detail in your lit review. A few brief parenthetical citations will occur in this section, the literature that will be front and center at the end of the “funnel” movement of your eventual literature review. 
The reader should also be able to get a sense here of whether your practicum project will proceed along qualitative or quantitative research lines—or some mixed method of research. The reader should also gain some sense of whether you believe that your study will produce statistically valid research or prove to be more heuristic in its implications. If you suspect that there are gaps in the literature or ways in which your study is driven by something other than research literature, then that should be noted here as well. 
The primary thrust of the section should be to build to a resolution of the “In order to….” (see how application of specific theories and design methodologies can provide insight to what ou are looking at). Your research section should also move toward identifying the design of your data collection (if you have not already indicated this) and whether literature support is also needed to demonstrate the utility of that design. Design is an artifact of the theoretical approach you will take.
[HEADER] Approach of the Study

This section is where you provide the specific purpose statement of your study. In this case it will be a version of the fourfold thesis statement:
1. (TOPIC) I am interested in determining ……

2. (QUESTION) because I Want to find out….

3. (Conceptual Significanse) in order to ……

4. (POTENTIAL PRACTICAL APPLICATION): so that others can better ….

Your PRACTICUM drafts of this statement need to be in one long run on sentence but after it is approved you can turn it into a paragraph with multiple sentences where you develop each of the four moves as discrete sentences. You will need to do this for the final draft of the practicum paper. The goal is to offer a clear purpose statement. Once this is done, you should move to suggesting the possible relevance of your project in the next paragraph. Who might profit from what you plan to examine, produce, or analyze? Identify some potential audiences that you have alluded to in the final section of the fourfold sentence. When you actually devise the draft of the practicum proposal this is actually y the forth move opened up for readers. Try to be specific about how you expect to provide some kind of practical information or assistance to a specific, identified audience. For some students, there will need to be an additional paragraph of explanation about how data will be collected (method). You do not want to develop your entire method section here, but if a question is lingering about how data will be collected (e.g., issues of anonymity of sources if relevant, a concern about how sources are chosen or how data collection will be monitored)
[HEADER] Overview of the Study


Here the author should move on to SUCCINCTLY discuss what will be done in the subsequent sections of the paper—in effect, the author is providing a preview to the argument of the rest of the paper, hard on the heals of developing the thesis statement. Indicate the specific literature(s) that will be examined in the literature review section. This should be followed with specific statement as to what the design of your data collection will be ( specifically indicate how you will collect data that will be interpreted in your study or if the data is texts what the texts are and where they will be acquired. The author should then indicate that a section of analysis will occur and provide some hint as to what that will look like (e..g., I will then analyze the data provided by the respondents before the training event and then follow this by analyzing the implications of the data following the training event, etc.). Your goal here is to allude to what you will do briefly, not write out the full justification. This is a preview of coming attractions, not the argument itself. You need to provide readers with just enough so that they can have a fully orbed sense of what you are up to. You will likely want to conclude this section by noting that you will, in fact, explore the implications of your study in a final section of the paper in which you will indicate the implications of your findings. If you expect to have numerous specialized appendices, you will want to have a sentence or two to not what you generally expect to provide in this area.

[HEADER] Reference List
A reference list for all works cited in this Prospectus should be included at this point. Carefully develop the list in appropriate APA (or relevant) documentation form. I will look closely at this and hold up a prospectus that has not developed its reference list correctly.
