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Codes of Practice and Conduct

Foreword

There has been a significant increase in the number of organisations demonstrating they
are operating in accordance with the Codes and the standards they stipulate. This is a
substantial move forward and | am grateful to all of the compliant organisations. | strongly
urge the many organisations that are not yet compliant with the required standards to
prioritise quality: it cannot be regarded as a poor second to operational delivery. Whilst the
standards are not yet mandated by law, compliance is not optional.

In my Annual Report published January 2017, | stated clearly that failure to comply with
the Regulator’s standards needed to be disclosed as this could significantly detract from
the credibility of a forensic science practitioner and have a bearing on reliability.

Therefore, | have revised the Code of Conduct to ensure it is sufficiently robust, requiring
the highest standards of personal conduct and organisational compliance with quality
standards. Individuals reporting scientific or technical work to the courts (whether called by
prosecution or defence) must now declare compliance with this Code of Conduct, and
wording is provided to assist experts in fulfilling their obligations under the revised

Criminal Practice Directions. Pathologists will declare compliance with the Code for that
area.

The broad range of provision of forensic science is reflected by changing “forensic science
provider” to “forensic unit” and there are a number of changes to note in the Statement of
Standards and Accreditation Requirements, primarily to improve clarity. The Codes now
provide more detail on standards pertaining to occasional experts and infrequently used
methods.

With the deadline for achieving external assurance of the quality of fingerprint comparison
in 2018 and that for crime scene investigation, including fire scenes and collision
investigation in 2020, there is still much to do. However, the quality systems and
procedures already embedded in other disciplines provide a firm foundation, on which
discipline-specific validation, competence demonstration and risk-based quality assurance
measures can be built.

All practitioners need to be vigilant in relation to quality failures or “near misses” and to
escalate issues of concern within their organisation. Any practitioner who has concerns
related to quality, or indeed malpractice, which they feel are not being appropriately
addressed within their organisation, can and should escalate their concerns directly to me.

T

Dr Gillian Tully
The Forensic Science Regulator
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