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Dissributive justice governs the fair distribution of
benefits and burdens between 2 government ancd
its people. The community is to assure the basic
rights of all members of the community, especially
the needy: Legal justics governs the responsabilities
of citizens toward the state. Social justice includes
all of the aforementioned characteristics, but it
gocs beyond these three dimensions. Social justice
moves beyond the individual person of the manner
in which 2 social group eperates. It looks decper
and more comprehensively into the multiple
structures that shape human relationships, includ-
ing, the environment and all Tiving creatures.

So then, what is justice? The LS, bishops
refer to it as doing “what is right.” Martin Luther
King Jr. went to the heart of the matter when he
commented upon the difference herween “just”
and “unjust” laws. He said, “Any law that uplits
the human persomality is just. Any law that
degrades human pessopality is unjust” (“Letter
from the Birmingham Jail,” 1963). Finally, the
Jrish bishops were plainspoken about the matter:

Justice is about my work, my business, my
commegcial dealings, my style of Life. Justice is
aboul paying 2 fare wage for a job, and doing
a just and honest job for the wage. Justce is
ahaut buying and selling. It is about employing
men and women or making them redundant.
Justice s about mecling my CoAtracts, prom-
ising and delivering what 1 promisc at the
promised te. Justice is about fair prices and
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just profits, Tr is about hunesty and truthful
ness and straight dealing i business, io public
service, in political life.

How Is Sin Social?

We have seen that since the time of Pope
Leo X111 at the end of the nineteenth century,
greater awareness of the need for justice in all
social structures has developed. It is now more
clearly understood that the reality of sin is
therefore not only personal and private but it is
also somebow much broader. Theologians have
reflected on the injustices facing the millions
of poor people in the developing world and n
modern industrialized urban areas, and they
realized that the common traditional notion of
gin is too narrow and individualistic. Sin, they
jnsist, is more than personal acts of disobedience,
dishonesty, laziness, lust, greed, or envy. Evil
caused by social interactions or by social factors
rooted in human institutions is also sinful, for
example, sweatshops, child Jabor, toxic dumping,
and unsafe working conditions, to mention only
a few. This implicates sincere and good persons
who, by their uncritical acceptance and support
of such institutions, inditectly cause the suffering
of others, Thus people who may personally and
individually be moral and good people and have
no intention of inflicting harm on others often
share in a collective guilt called “social sin.”

Some theologians have linked this insight
+0 the doctrine of original sin because social sin
attests to sohdarity in sin. In some sense, social
sin is an inherited reality. All of us inberit the
unjust social structures into which we are born.
Sin goes beyond the acts of a simple individual to
permeate the collective action of all the members
of community. Saint Paul addresses this issue
in the NT books of Corinthians and Romans.
He speaks of the world and the reign of sin. He
writes that sin enslaves humanity because the rul-
ers and spirit of the age oppose God. Although




