Psychology 220 – Marriage and the Family Exam 1
First, answer questions 1 and 2 (each answer should be between 2 and 3 typed, double-spaced pages), and next pick two questions from 3-5 (answers should be about a page to page and a half). Maximum length of the exam is ten pages. “A” papers will heavily integrate material from the textbook and lecture, (citing specific points or studies from chapters 1-3). Cite each point that you make from either the book or notes at the end of that sentence.
HINT: Since this is a take home test, avoid copying long sections from the book or lectures. This takes a lot of room, and does not demonstrate your ability to critically integrate and evaluate the material.
Feel free to call or email with questions! – 
Hard copy to Professor DeHaan only!
Question #1 (Mandatory)
1. Describe the Hickem family, according to family systems theory. Identify boundaries between family members, as well as their boundaries to other systems in and around Coalwood. Issues to consider: How did Homer’s activities affect his relationships with his family, as well as his parents’ marriage relationship? Cite examples of systems theory concepts, such as interdependence, alliances, power, equilibrium, etc. How was the system of the community and school used by various family members to maintain equilibrium and try to achieve morphogenesis? Cite two centrifugal and two centripetal forces. Where on the circumplex model would you plot the Hickam family at the beginning and end of the story?
Question #2 (Mandatory)
2. When thinking about our discussion of the history and trends in family life (first two weeks of class lecture as demographic trends in Chapter 2), where did Homer’s family fit along continuums that were discussed? Discuss: collectivism versus individualism, reasons for having children, models of families (modern family, godly family, old testament family, etc.), and the right/responsibility of the community to be involved with the rearing of children, etc. Speculate how this drama might have played out in a post-modern family. Remember to make connections from both the book (especially Chapter 2) and notes in this answer
Questions 3 – 5 (Answer two of these)
3. Based on a symbolic-interactionist perspective, describe the contribution of Homer’s family to his identity. Cite examples of both role taking and role making. How was his identity an example of the looking-glass self? How did family and friends each perceive coal mining?  Did Homer have an effect on the identity of any of his family members, teachers, or peers (i.e., did he help them role make)?
4. Based on social construction theory, describe how Homer’s community influenced him. How did his friends, teacher, principal, and family react to what he was doing? What were some of the common knowledge positions of the town? Was the narrative of the Hickem family repetitive? Was it a thick or thin narrative? Did the narrative change at all through the film? If so, who/what was instrumental in helping them change this story?
5. Based on Professor Stehouwer’s lecture, imagine if John Hickam did not agree with Elsie’s request to help Homer compete in the science fair, and Homer does not win first prize. The family then seeks family therapy. Describe how a therapist might conduct several steps of family therapy Assessment:  What is the presenting problem, What have they tried?, What is their commitment, and name one behavioral/structural change you could suggest. Make sure to note at least two key terms (some may overlap with systems theory discussion) and two themes of family therapy. Please reference both the book chapter and the lecture material. 
