Unit IV - The research paper begins
Readings:
Writing Analytically Chapter 11 "Nine Basic Writing Errors and How to Fix Them" (305 - 322)
The Little Seagull Handbook W-14 Annotated Bibliographies (74 - 79). This assignment requires evaluative annotations, so read that section carefully. In addition, the example's citation is in APA. Make sure your citations are in MLA.
The time has come to start thinking about and discussing topics that might be appropriate for a research paper. Be sure to post your ideas in the forum and to read the lecture on choosing an appropriate topic. While I don't want to start on a negative foot, there are some topics for the research paper that I simply do not wish to see.

Topics that consistently fail to be analytical
· Raise the drinking age/keep the drinking age
· Any medical topic, including studies of medications, supplements, or disease/disorders
· Informative reports on any topic (i.e. Marijuana's medicinal benefits are...)
· Abortion without any context other than as a moral issue
· Athletes and Steroids
· Video games breed violence
· Death penalty is moral/immoral
· Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia/Hospice Care
· Conspiracy theories where the conclusion is that the student has proved it true (i.e. vaccines cause autism)
· Any topic that includes the statement The Bible proves ...as a main point of evidence
· Any specific literary analysis (for example, you can't analyze Huckleberry Finn for this assignment)
· any biographical analysis, like What in Adolf Hitler's past made him commit genocide?  or Why did Ronald Reagan have such force of personality to demand the end of the Berlin Wall?
· Thesis questions that set up an exploration of a topic in the final draft

Successful topics from previous semesters
· Exploring the idea that the use of Facebook is turning into a force for creating better behavior
· Analyzing the reasons for a decline of prosecutors seeking the death penalty in capital punishment states that strongly support the practice
· Examining the recent surge in states legalizing marijuana and discussing how the role of federal government must evolve on issue
· Examining the overall accuracy of comparing overseas standardized test scores to domestic ones
· Offering an explanation on why have some conspiracy theories and/or theorists suddenly become mainstream
· Analyzing unintended consequences of the drug war, militarizing the police, gentrification, zero tolerance policies in schools and so on

More than likely you can see a trend here. The more specific your topic and the more research you have, the more likely you will have a narrow, interesting paper to write. If you think back to English 1301, this paper that you are doing is akin to the editorial or classical argument would have written for that class.

Use the forum to explore possible topics with your classmates over appropriate topics.
To help you become conversant, you will be writing an annotated bibliography for the assignment in this section.  An annotated bibliography is a tool to help you keep your research straight and to examine your sources in a meaningful way.    
Finally, I want to remind you that the master syllabus says that you must be fully participatory in the research paper in order to pass the class.  The annotated bibliography is crucial to that requirement.  
   

Feedback Draft - Annotated Bibliography


To receive participation credit, please submit three examples from your annotated bibliography. The citations should be in MLA 8th ed. and the annotated should be between 150 -300 words long and evaluative in nature. Please see The Little Seagull Handbook Section W-14 for examples and information on the assignment.
 
The three entries should be alphabetized, not numbered or bulleted. 

Project 4 - Annotated Bibliography
 

After you have chosen a topic to explore for analysis, read and annotated ten sources that you think you could reasonably use as sources for the research paper.
These sources should come from a variety of publications, most of which should be found in the WC Library and online resource databases. You may use one or two sources from the internet, like an online article or an interview, but avoid fact sheets, listicles, advertisements, fringe websites as a reliable source of information, or other dubious and unlinked information online.
You should use sources that have a clear editorial accountability. Mainstream news sources like the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Texas Observer, New York Times, Washington Post, CNN, Fox News, or any accountable organization are acceptable. This is because they have lawyers, fact checkers, and editors to ensure accuracy and reliability. When a story is not reliable, they will publically retract it, which adds to the integrity of the organization. If you can’t track an editorial chain of command, the source is dubious and should be regarded as unreliable.
Requirements:
1. Find ten reliable sources with a good balance of mainstream reporting and academic studies
2. Document each source in MLA 8th edition
3. Write an evaluative annotation of each source that is between 150 – 200 words long. The annotation should follow the suggestions in The Little Seagull W-14 (75 – 77).
4. Alphabetize the list. Do not add bullet points or numbers
5. Submit feedback draft by due date listed in link
6. Submit final draft by due date
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