[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion - Post research process for choosing topic
In your first post, ask for opinions on a working topic (up to three possibilities). Though I have called them topics, think about them in terms of problems you would like to see further researched.
After getting some feedback from your fellow students, do some preliminary research to see if you will be able to find ten to twelve relevant sources before you commit to the topic. When you get excited by an idea or learned something that you didn't know before, make the post in here so other will respond.
Your initial post might look something like this:  I really like history and in particular, social studies and anthropology. I have noticed that in the United States, we reform our prisons and laws pertaining to how prisons are run every 30 - 40 years, but the problems almost always creep back to overcrowding and inhumane conditions, poor funding, and mission creep from rehabilitating criminals to warehousing them. We seem to be back in that position again. As a society who says they believe in second chances, how can we use new technologies and knowledge of the human mind to finally offer a solution for criminals and their place in society? After all, they aren't going to leave the country once released, so it seems to be time for us to recognize that there must be a better way for everyone to get along.  
I can look at reference material and books that explain the evolution of the prison system in the United States for background. There are many experts in the field of corrects management journals that discuss the modern thought process of our current situation. I can research current laws and research the current discussions being had in the news, social media, and academic assessment on what is working and what needs to be reformed. Then I can look at what is being done at state and federal levels that are modeling proposed reforms. I don't know where my research will lead, but after a research my topic and make notes on the direction of the conversation, the debates experts are having with each other, and the inconsistencies and/or contradictions, I bet I can find information and make an analysis or argument that will be more informed and considered than average. 
This post is complete when you have:
· Offered a topic/research problem
· Completed a cursory search to see if experts are discussing the topic and that there are sources
· Given some idea on why you find the topic problematic and worthy of academic discussion
· Show a rudimentary plan on where you will find research. Social media and reference material such as encyclopedias can be part of your research, but the bulk should be from formal news and academic sources that offer more expertise and debate.
· Then respond to others in the class on their posts by offering some ideas on their topic, like how to make the question more complex or more academic. You can start simply by just posting what you know of the topic. It must be substantial and go beyond, "That's such and interesting/great/important topic!!!!1!!"

