
HE707 Research Methods in Health Care


Qualitative Essay


You are asked to: 

Devise a search question relevant to an aspect of your practice and conduct a systematic search of the literature.  Select a qualitative study and critically appraise it, discussing the merits of qualitative research to this aspect of your practice.  
1500 words

You need to first decide on a research question, that you may or may not want to pursue for your dissertation. There is no need to justify or explain the research question; you simply need to state it at the start of the essay and detail how you conducted the systematic search for your chosen research paper. The content should demonstrate the learning outcomes of the module. In the body of the essay you are required to critically evaluate and appraise your chosen article, highlighting its strengths and limitations.  We want to know your thoughts on the quality and level of the research evidence you are presenting.  Use the essay to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding.  For example, just stating that ethical approval was given to undertake a piece of research does not demonstrate your understanding of ethical principles.  The essay should conclude with a consideration of the merits of qualitative research to the aspect of your practice being investigated. To consider this fully, you will need to read about the research approach used and include a fully referenced discussion of the merits of this approach to support your reasoning. 

Essay layout
· Normally a coursework essay will have three broad sections: an introduction, the main body of the text and a conclusion. 

· The introduction provides a clear outline of what the essay covers. It relates the content of the essay to the broader context. 

· The body of the essay includes all the content and arguments you wish to put forward. As this section will be lengthy it will often be divided into sub-sections, which may be several paragraphs long and headings may provide the reader with helpful signposting. Each sub-section will highlight the salient points and there will be obvious connections to what has gone before and what will follow. Vague generalisations are best avoided. It is usually best to say what you mean clearly and concisely. Statements will be supported by evidence or referenced to some authority as appropriate. Each paragraph should be offering a key point and so with several paragraphs an argument is being developed. The text should flow from one sentence to the next and from one paragraph to the next so the reader can follow your argument.

· The conclusion summarises what has been said and, where appropriate, indicates what can be deduced from the arguments. New information will not be introduced at this stage. The conclusion is very important, if it is well written it will leave the reader with a lasting and favourable impression of your work. It is certainly worthwhile spending plenty of time on this section.


FORMAT

· Your name should not appear on the assignment
· The document will be word-processed, printed in size 11 font with 1.5 line spacing. The left-hand margin will be justified with a 1 inch margin
· Do not write a contents page
· New paragraphs will be separated by one line space

· Essays should be written in the third person
· In the footer, there will be your student number (bottom left) and page numbers (bottom right)
· Spacing between sub-sections may be used
· Figures, if used, should be numbered and have a title; a reference may also be appropriate
· Use the School of Health Sciences referencing style 
· No more than one or at most two direct quotations will be used. 

· Abbreviations will be only be provided when they are in common use - such as LBP. 

· There will be no grammar or spelling errors

· The front sheet will follow the layout overleaf. If the essay is being re-submitted, ‘Resubmission’ will be given on the front sheet.


· Word count is 1500 words, excluding references and appendices. The Faculty policy on word count states: 

Markers will not normally consider work beyond the upper limit and students should include a word count on the front cover of their work. There will be no penalty for submitting work under the word limit. The upper limit mentioned in this statement refers to the published word limit for the assessment. For example, if the word limit for an assessment is 1500 words, then the marker should only consider the first 1500 words of the submission. Any material beyond this point will normally be disregarded.

The stated length of written coursework must not be exceeded. Any material beyond the stated length of written coursework will normally be disregarded.

Submitting your assignment
· Please combine your essay and chosen article into one document, and submit this document via Turnitin. This can be done using Adobe acrobat (on university computers) or other software (please see student central (‘Assessment’ section) for instructions as to how this can be done).

· You must upload your assignment in the module drop box in student central by the deadline - so that we can do plagiarism checks with JISC software (see below)
· Late Submission - normally if you hand in your work late you will fail the module, have to resubmit the work and receive a mark capped at 50%.
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	Addresses the purpose of the assignment
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding, exploration and insight into the topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of analysis, synthesis and appraisal
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to address complex issues effectively
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of references to support arguments, including methods of citation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of organisation of essay
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation and written English (including spelling, grammar and punctuation)
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