GROUP WRITTEN BUSINESS ETHICS PAPER

General Instructions

1. The Group Written Paper should be keyed in Times New Roman 12 point font, with one inch margins.  
2. Group members should review and select a topic from the approved topics (see below).  You will write a formal report inclusive of the following parts:  title page, table of contents, abstract, body with at least two graphic(s), and appropriate referencing (APA style). Refer to Chapters 5 and 6 for ethical decision-making and moral philosophies.
3. Secondary Sources - Use applicable business sources, publications recognized by/for business professionals, professional ethics journals, Wall Street Journal, Fortune or Business Week or Books (best-sellers and business classics).  
4. Referencing Style - Cite references using the American Psychological Association (APA), most commonly used to cite sources within the social sciences. You can read/practice citations using the recommended site http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. 
5. PLEASE REMEMBER: The faculty and dean of the College of Business have adopted writing competency as a learning outcome for COB majors. This means written assignments must be error free of fundamental writing mistakes such as: misspelled words, sentence structure, fragments, run-on sentences, inaccurate use of words, subject/verb tense disagreement, and punctuation errors. You will need to edit and proofread before submission of the assignment. There are no rewrites. I encourage you to take advantage of the writing services in the COB Writing Lab. Also, refer to the Writing Rubric under Course Materials/Handouts.
6. Groups can “release” non-performing member(s) with appropriate documentation, i.e. Blackboard Learn communications documenting non-participation. This means the released team member(s) will receive a grade of “zero” for the assignment or project.

Assignment: Pick a moral problem (see below) in business to analyze.  A moral problem is one in which there is some difference of opinion. The issue is not clear cut and there is no consensus on it. Similarly, a moral problem should be one about which there is some debate. 

Ethics-Related Topics

Select your Group’s topic from the list below. A topic cannot be selected more than two times. Therefore, you should choose your topic as soon as possible to assure you get the topic your group selects. Let the professor know your topic as soon as possible.

1. Employee microchip implants:  Pros and Cons.
2. How do commitments to make ethical decisions compare to commitments to comply with the law?
3. Ethical issues in today’s workplace and what to expect in the next 5-10 years.
4. Carefully distinguish between the shared ideal of morals and the principles of ethics.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Medical ethics, a challenge in the 21st century?

Paper Organization:

(1) Start by explaining the moral problem.  
(2) Then present the moral arguments.  
a. You may use whatever approach to moral argumentation from among the 
     theories/philosophies (Chapter 6) studied that you choose. 
b. Make clear the moral reasoning you are using to decide the issue and why. 
c. Develop your arguments clearly, step by step giving reasons for the position you take. 
(3) Present and answer arguments that persons on the other side of the question/issue might put 
forth. 

You are to argue both sides of the issue. Please do not write a slanted paper about your personal feelings.  DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!

Length:  The body of the paper should be no more than 5 typewritten double-spaced pages and should follow the APA style. The completed paper can be as many as 10 pages when including cover/title page, abstract, graphics, references, Table of Contents, and/or any pertinent information important to your paper.  

Although your paper will be graded on the above instructions and your ability to follow instructions, your paper will also be graded on format, grammar, style, clarity, continuity of group members’ contribution, proofreading and editing, and quality of references (do not include Wikipedia as a reference; include URL in web citations).  DO NOT forget to include your group number and first and last name of your group members on your cover page.  Remember if a group member does not participate, you should list the name (s) and place in parentheses by the name(s), “Did not participate”.

Due Date: See your Course Schedule.



