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Abstract


This annotated bibliography will give you an inside look into chapter 9 from the Multicultural Education textbook.  It will also go into depth with two other articles that were referenced in the textbook.  The first article, Hostile Hallways: Bullying, teasing, and sexual harassment in school, will show you several surveys that were conducted on students across the nation.  Some of the results you might find to be quite shocking, as I did myself.  The second article also conducts a several surveys across the nation.  The 2007 National school climate survey: The experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth in our nation’s schools focuses on middle school and high school students.  Both articles provided different methods of obtaining their statistics; however, some people might be able to see a bias in the research.
Chapter 9 is titled “Queer Lessons: Sexual and Gender Minorities in Multicultural Education”.  This chapter mainly deals with controversial issues such as students who classify themselves as LGBTQ, queer, and those who have gender identity issues.  We are able to see where the LGBTQ really started and what they have overcome in the past years.  A large amount of controversy broke out in New York City in the 1990’s over a teacher’s guide called Children of the Rainbow.  “This guide included suggestions for lessons on the diversity of family structures-including gay and lesbian families”.  During this chapter, we also learn about the challenges that students and teachers face with homophobia and heterosexism.  There are many ups and downs that go hand-in-hand with being gay, but there are also just as many problems that occur with those who are homophobic.  At the very end of this chapter, Banks and Banks offer a list of “things to do to improve education for students of all sexual orientations and genders”.  This is very important and every teacher should look over this list and make some improvements.  The two articles that I chose to do further research on are Hostile Hallways: Bullying, teasing, and sexual harassment in school by the American Association of University Women and 2007 National school climate survey: The experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth in our nation’s schools.
American Association of University Women (AAUW). (2001). Hostile hallways: Bullying,

teasing, and sexual harassment in school. New York: AAUW Foundation.

Purpose

The purpose of this article is to give a complete look into how bullying, teasing, and sexual harassment play a role within school walls.  It shows you the inside scoop on the impacts of these actions and the alarming truth behind sexual harassment.  You get to see all of the different statistics and findings when researching this topic.  It puts everything into perspective and gives examples of how to avoid the bullying, teasing, and sexual harassment.  Teachers as well as students face many challenges when it comes to dealing with these topics; however, there are definitely ways to overcome the challenges.  

Methods

One method used in this article was conducting a survey from students across the United States, grades 8-11.  These schools were all asked to participate in the study and did just so after accepting the offer.  Although the schools were selected based on which ones agreed to participate, the classes and students were all selected at complete random.  This would help ensure accurate survey results.  These surveys were anonymously submitted by having the students seal their results in an envelope without writing his/her name anywhere on the paper.  The survey consisted of a list of questions that students were to say yes or no if they have ever experienced it in a school setting.  Some of the options for students to respond to included things like has someone ever made sexual comments or jokes towards you, has someone ever called you gay or lesbian, and has someone ever forced you to kiss them.  Reading these questions you might not think that this type of stuff goes on in schools, but I can assure you it does.  

Results

I took it upon myself to answer the questions, and one might find my answers shocking.  Out of the 14 questions listed, I said yes to 12 of them.  Mind you, I experienced these things almost ten years ago so I can’t even imagine how bad it is today.  The article was able to give us the results of the survey to let us know just how bad it actually is in schools right now.  Based on the questions given, four out of five students came to the conclusion that they have been harassed in some way, shape, or form.  This comes out to be 81% of those surveyed have been harassed while 19% say they have not experienced anything of the sort.  The results also went further into depth by discovering that out of the 81% of students who have been harassed, 85% of girls say they have and 76% of boys have too.  The survey found that one in four students claim to be harassed more often than not with 31% of girls reporting this and 18% of boys.  This all came very shocking to me; however, it wasn’t nearly as shocking as the gender results were.  81% of African American boys were more likely to be sexually harassed with the white boys at 75% and the Hispanic boys at 69%.  When looking at the girls who were surveyed, these statistics were flipped.  The majority of girls who say they have been harassed come from 87% of white females, 84% of African Americans, and 82% of Hispanics.  It doesn’t surprise me that all together the girls claim more sexual harassment than the boys do.  Although this is obvious, it’s still very sad especially after seeing the numbers.  
Significance of the Results

The significance of the results is pretty clear to me.  This article gave an inside look at what is really going on behind school walls.  Before reading the article, I would have assumed that a good portion of students would say that they have been harassed in some way but I never thought the numbers would be that high.  It truly goes to show teachers like me that this is something that we need to look out for and try to put a stop to.  Many schools have a no-bullying policy due to several horrible incidents around the world.  It’s unfortunate that it had to get that bad before schools took notice to these problems.  Hopefully this article will help spread the new statistics that this is a very serious issue and should not be tolerated under any circumstances.

Research Bias

Given that the article and survey were conducted by the American Association of University Women, some might say that the women are bias with the research.  Some also might say that my reflections on this article are bias due to the fact that I am a woman as well.  I do not know what the demographics of the AAUW are but I’m sure it is made up of all different races.  This could also purpose a suggestion for them being bias.  People might think this especially because there was not one survey that was conducted where the boys outnumbered the girls.  In each one, the girls have the higher percentage whether it was by 1% or 50%.  Another bias might come from the fact that all of these women compiling the article are adults.  One of the surveys dealt with asking the students who they were mainly targeted by, peers or adults.  The outcome provided a significant difference between the two with the majority of students saying their peers.  There are many different ways to assume that the research conducted is bias, but I don’t feel that it’s necessary to focus on that.  We should be focusing on the problem itself and trying to fix it by any means.  
Kosciw, J. G., Diaz, E.M., & Greytak, E. A. (2008). 2007 National school climate survey: The 

experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth in our nation’s schools.

New York: Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network.

Purpose

The purpose of this article was to conduct a survey within middle schools around the nation.  I take this article very serious because I want to one day teach at the middle school level; therefore, I need to be aware of what is happening around me.  The survey conducted sheds light on the facts that middle school students are bullied and teased more than high school students are.  This is something that everyone involved in the school systems needs to be aware of.  I think that too many districts focus their attention on high school students when really the majority of the problems lie with middle school students.  

Methods

A national school climate survey was conducted in 2007 which provided us with some intense findings.  Middle school students were asked numerous questions regarding different harassment topics.  Some of the questions involved asking students if they have ever heard someone use homophobic or gender-based remarks in any context.  The survey also asked students to share whether or not they have ever been sexually harassed on a personal level whether it was verbally or physically.  Kosciw, Diaz,  & Greytak indicate some findings were geared towards finding out if students would skip class because of how they were being treated in school.  All of the results were sad and shocking.  Actions in schools all around the world need to be taken immediately.
Results

This survey produced countless results regarding all different types of harassment.  Nine of out ten students, 91%,  who consider themselves to be LGBT say that they have heard the word “gay” used in a negative way.  These results were the same percentage at the high school level; however, results differed when asked other questions.  For example, 82% of middle school students can say that they have heard different homophobic remarks used around school while only 73% of high school students report having heard these remarks.  91% of middle school students say they have been verbally harassed because of their sexual orientation and 86% of high school students report this.  When it comes to being physically assaulted, once again, the middle school students top the charts.  39% of middle school students say they have actually been punched, kicked, or physically assaulted in some other way by other students while only 20% of high school students admit to.  One statistic that really shocked me was that 50% of LGBT middle school students have missed at least one day of school in the past month because they have felt unsafe.  A result like this just absolutely hurts my heart.  

Significance of the Results

More and more students are being physically assaulted due to their choice of gender and sexuality.  With this, less and less teachers and staff are taking notice to it.  This abuse in the school systems has to stop.  It is being taken further than just verbal abuse which still isn’t acceptable but at least it’s not physical.  The results from this survey are very significant because they show teachers and staff what is really going on within the schools.  Everyone needs to come together and find a way to fight the bullying.  As I said before, most schools have an anti-bullying policy but most of the time the students who has been bullied won’t speak up.  It’s our job as educators to keep our eye out for these situations and put a stop to them before they start.
Research Bias

There are a few ways that someone might think the research from this survey was bias.  When the survey was conducted, there were more middle school students that participated than there were high schools students.  This could throw off the results between middle school and high school.  Also, the majority of those surveyed at the middle school level were female.  This could be seen as biased because females are more likely to speak up and it’s females that are harassed more than males.  Another bias could have been from the fact that more than half of the middle school students surveyed were bisexual with the other half claiming to be gay or lesbian.  This could potentially throw the study off completely depending on how you look at it.  

Reflection


After reading the chapter and these two articles, I have a completely different understanding of bullying, teasing, and sexual harassment.  I knew what I went through as a child in middle school and high school, but it was never as bad as it apparently is now.  According to the surveys conducted in both articles, students are basically harassed on a daily basis.  It was difficult for me to read through all of the surveys because my heart began to hurt for some of these kids.  I never had it that bad that I wanted to skip school because I feared for my own safety.  There are students who do this every day because of the way that they are being treated in school.  I have made a promise to myself that when I start teaching, I am going to put together an anti-bullying committee is my school does not already offer one.  If there is one already in place, then I plan to do whatever I can in my power to make sure that it successfully does its job.  This is not a joke and it is not something that should be taken lightly.  There are students who are being abused, physically assaulted, and verbally assaulted all over the world right now.  Aside from those who are being harassed because they classify themselves as gay, lesbian, transgender, bisexual, etc, there are also students who are being harassed because of their gender.  No matter how hard you try, you cannot change who you are inside and you shouldn’t have to.  These students are being forced to pretend to be someone they aren’t.  I want my students to feel comfortable in my classroom and I want them to be whoever they want to be.  Our world is as colorful and vibrant as it is because of all the different genders, races, and sexual preferences.  We need to teach students to embrace one another as opposed to let them bully other students just for the fun of it.  Students shouldn’t be penalized because they are different.  I obviously cannot make this happen by myself so I ask everyone who reads this to help me shed light on the subject.  Help me make a difference.  
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