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Instructions for the Research Paper


1. Select a main idea: Pick one theme from among the lists presented in lecture or come up with one on your own.
2. Pick three literary, theoretical or filmic texts in which this idea is presented. 
3. Craft a question. A good question is one that requires deep thinking, thorough evaluation and research.  Do not pick a question that can easily be answered with a “yes” or a “no.” This question should be presented in the introductory paragraph(s).
4. Relevance: Why are the topic and its question important? Tell your readers why they should care about your question. This information would fit well in a paragraph that follows your introduction and precedes the body paragraphs of your essay. 
5. Find and read library sources that help you understand your main idea and help you resolve your question. Use at least seven library sources. The three in-class texts of your choosing do not count towards these seven sources.
6. Evaluate the information from the sources. It is not sufficient to recount what other scholars have written on the matter; tell us what you think of their ideas!
7. Postulate possible answers or visualize your “problem” from different angles. Each answer or perspective can give you the main topic for the various body paragraphs of your essay.
8. Conclusion: Reflections, synthesis or overall assessment. While it is not required for you to definitively answer the question, your reader deserves an approximation to “truth, “ something of a resolution and an overall feeling of information-consolidation. Bring your discussion to a close by unifying the various discursive strands of your paper into one narrative thread. 
9. Strive for the following qualities in your paper:  originality, focus, organization, and clarity. It is always a good idea to have a friend proofread your paper before turning it. 

RESEARCH PAPER DUE: Wednesday, March 14: 
Essay to be uploaded onto GauchoSpace by 11:00 PM
Style: MLA Style Research Paper.  
Length: 10 pages double-spaced
Research Sources: Minimum 7 books or articles from the library or academic Internet sources (such as JSTOR). 
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