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Integrated Technology 
My research question: “If I implement direct instruction in Integrated Technology will it 
progress student achievement in preschoolers?" My main focus is to integrate technology to 
improve speech in my students. One strategy I found relevant to this generation is Integrated 
Technology because today’s kids were born in the age of the Internet. Many are much more 
knowledgeable about technology than most adults and it is something that they are familiar with. 
To connect with these kid’s I feel I must learn to speak their language and gather as much 
knowledge about technology because this topic comes naturally to our youth. Integrating 
technology into academics means connecting with students’ interests and strengthening their 
technical skills along with providing a new way of learning and opportunities. 

        By implementing the improved professional development product, teachers 

should become more comfortable using technology in their classroom.  Ultimately the 

goal is for all teachers to utilize technology, whenever appropriate, in their practices.  This will 

improve the learning experience and better prepare students for a 21st century society (Robin, 

2008). A few major factors play into why technology improvement loses steam but the most 

dominant has to deal with teachers being uncomfortable using technology.


Review of the Literature

       My big ideas on this proposal are careful content analysis that promotes generalization in 

clear communication and the "wording of instruction" as well as how instruction is sequenced 

and examples are introduced. Clear instructional formats which specifies what teachers are to 
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do/say and what responses students should produce. Communication is a main idea because there 

are many ways to teach students’, such as using phonics, pictures, electronic devices like an I-

Pad which makes it fun and easier for the student to listen clearly. Positive results for students 

will come from changes in the knowledge, skill, and behavior of their teachers and 

parents. State policies and programs must provide the opportunity, support, incentive, 

and expectation for adults close to the lives of children to make wise decisions. 

       I wanted to focus on an area that fits my line of work and gather more knowledge on the 
topic, As a behavioral therapist I work with children with Autism and speech/language is the 
main area I focus on. Oral language is not just speaking it is a large set of skills that encompasses 
listening comprehension, understanding and producing complex language, vocabulary and word 
knowledge, grammatical knowledge and phonological skills. To determine the effectiveness of 
speech and language therapy interventions for children with a primary diagnosis of speech and/or 
language disorders. The main focus will be on comparisons between active interventions and 
controls. It is thought that approximately 5% to 8% of children may have difficulties with speech 
and/or language (Boyle 1996; Tomblin 1997), of which a significant proportion will have 
'primary' speech and/or language disorders. Parental involvement has been defined as "any 
interaction between a parent and child that may contribute to the child's development or direct 
parent participation with a child's school in the interest of the child" (Reynolds, 1992). The most 
basic reason to involve parents in education is student success. Parental involvement is necessary 
from Kindergarten through grade 12. We need to have the best schools and the best parental 
involvement so we can help all children. Parental involvement has been shown to play a part in 
fostering children's cognitive growth and academic success.

       The first article I will discuss talks about the touch tablet and how it has helped increase 
cookie-making steps and the children's vocabulary. This is a great example of using technology 
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as a tool to support and supplement an everyday learning experience, this connects real-world 
experiences with the digital world (Yelland 2005). According to Yelland (2005), when these 
technologies are integrated in any curriculum the children experience concepts that were 
previously well beyond what is expected of them. They could utilize advanced
strategies and work collaboratively with others in new and positive ways".  Many educators 
do not believe in using technology because they feel that it is not developmental appropriate for 
young children. I disagree because reading this article along with the other ones I read as well all 
indicate progress in student achievement. It makes sense for children who are disabled in such 
ways that technology makes learning a bit easier and fun to use. The researcher in this article 
experimented letting her 4- year old nephew uses the touch pad and he instantly got it.

     Preschool is a time for children to use their imaginations, and engage in a variety of hands-on 
Encounters as they create their own perceptions of the world. There is a negative concern 
that may hinder a students’ from social interaction when using technology as a learning tool. 
Now a day kids will stay on their phones or tablets and become slaves to the technology so there 
must be a way to still incorporate some learning outside of using technology solely. The 
researcher found 4 surprises when incorporating touch pads these are partnership, joint 
teamwork, digital citizenship and interdependence to the real world. Which brings me to the next 
article, Applications of technology to teach social skills to children with autism. 
       Research has registered impairment in social skills is connected to a variety of 
unpleasant results. Bellini (2006) demonstrated that social skills deficits along 
with physiological hyperarousal for tell social anxiety in their participants with high-functioning 
ASD. (Widaman, & O’Neil (2001) reported bi-directional mutual influences 
of social and academic capability in school-age children. Positive and negative social 
behaviors of children with ASD and intellectual disability have demonstrated to anticipate 
problematic behaviors such as stereotypy, violence, and ruination of property (Matson, 
Fodstad, & Rivet, 2009). I personally use touch tablets at my job with my clients and have 
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noticed the engagement is much higher than when I try to speak and teach verbally only. I will 
have my clients use the touch tablet for game apps regarding spelling, reading, math and 
anything that they may want to tell me, they do digitally. 
      The other article I will discuss is, How parental involvement makes a difference in reading 
achievement and Reading Improvement (Anderson, S. A. (2000). Continuing research 
demonstrates that when family engages in school activities this enhances student progression and 
renvates parents' confidence in their children's academics. Students with engaged parents or 
other guardians earn advanced grades and test scores, have progressed social skills, and show 
developed behavior. It is crucial for parents to become involve in their child’s education because 
this helps student’s involvement in their academics. I have observed that when I am in session 
with my clients and ask the parents to chime in and help the kids seem more excited to show 
what they have learned. 
     Parenting where families assist with their parenting skills by providing information 

And insight into the educational curriculum as well offering advice on learning-friendly home 

environments. By having parents communicate and volunteering in classrooms of their child is 

very resourceful for the child in ways that this allows them to have another party to learn from. 

Schools that promote and encourage at-home learning through high expectations and strategies is 
important because children need to have a learning environment at home that is different from 
the school setting. Decision-making, in which schools include families as partners in school 

organizations, advisory panels, and similar committees. Community collaboration, a two-way 

outreach strategy in which community or business groups are involved in education and schools 

encourage family participation in the community. This next article discusses the true importance 

and assistive role that technology has in our organizations, advisory panels, and similar 

committees. 

      Technology has advanced so much throughout the years and it has become a tool for easier 
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and fun learning for those who struggle with communication and physical disabilities.  Special 

education is putting to use the assistive technology that is provided to the field in ways that are 

only progressing learning amongst these children. There is a variety of assistive technology we 

have in our hands now that we did not have years ago. Text to talk is a huge tool to use for those 

students that cannot communicate that effectively, this is a great way to visually see the words 

and be able to hear them as well with correct pronunciation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk508036066]
Analysis

     These two articles are similar because the studies narrow down to social interaction using 

technology and how they actually improve learning and social skills. Children with autism 

spectrum disorder indicates deficits in social skills such as being able to conversate, reacting in 

social scenarios, social problem-solving, and others. These deficits are singled out through the 

act and practice of social skills interventions, some of which use a technology-based approach as 

a resource-efficient alternative to common forms of instruction (DiGennaro, & Reed (2007). The 

results in this article specify that a great number of the studies depended on a video or DVD to 

administer the intervention response were administered in school settings, and point out more 

than one social skill. The most common social skill tackled was initiating conversation 

followed by play skills. All but one study included systematized assessment before treatment 

even so of the studies used a published social skills assessment. Like previous research, 

reliability of the dependent variables was common but reliability of the independent 

variables were inconsistent (DiGennaro, & Reed (2007). These topics and articles are similar 
because they all discuss the importance of having high quality education and how early 
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childhood development is vital. The only differences in my opinion are how examples to 
incorporate researched based practices into the classrooms are assessed. Learning and 
development are at the peak with adolescents in preschool and early intervention because this is 
a time where they are absorbing as much information as they are capable of. All that I have 
researched regarding integrating technology with special needs individuals have shown nothing 
but positive outcomes. These are experiments that educators have done with their students and it 
has proven to assist special needs children who sometimes are incapable of learning like other 
children have the opportunity to. 

         Conclusion



         This course has been very informational and useful to me because in my line of work as a 

Behavioral Therapist the majority of the kids I work with have autism and I want to gather as 

much knowledge as I can do implement a variety of strategies that will help my clients. 

I find it very resourceful and amazing that we in this day and age have a variety of opportunities 

and options to be able to teach kids with different tools. We are not limited to certain categories 

or strategies when it comes to educating children and as a future educator it is important for me 

to be up to date with the latest technology and teaching methods. The worst thing an educator 

can do is rob a child of the opportunity to learn, we must experiment with different methods of 

teaching until we find the right one for the individuals. 
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