Individual Major Research Paper - 20%
Mind Map/Proposal – 5%
Length – 5-7 pages
Submit to dropbox according to learning plan schedule.
Purpose
The Major Individual Research Paper is the most complex assignment in the course, and the summative test of your individual written communication skill. The assignment showcases your ability to conduct credible database and internet research, to self-manage the completion of a major project, and to demonstrate your critical thinking skills through your analysis of that evidence. Using APA paper format, parenthetical citations and references establishes your credibility in the minds of professional readers and demonstrates your academic integrity.
Step-by-Step Guidelines
· Download the APA Template in eLearn.
· Follow the Using the APA Template PowerPoint guide to complete title page, main title and headers
· Draft the essay in the template file, including APA-format parenthetical citations for all quotations and all paraphrases.
· Complete the APA-format reference list in alphabetical order.
· Confirm that every source used in the essay has a reference list entry and one parenthetical citation for every use of that text in the body paragraphs.
· Revise your Major Research Paper using the three stages in Essay Essentials:
· Firstly, work through Rewriting Checklist on Essay Essentials pp. 269-270.
· Secondly, work through Editing Checklist on Essay Essentials p. 275.
· Finally, work through the proofreading steps outlined on Essay Essentials pp. 277-279.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluation Criteria: See Research Paper Rubric posted in eLearn.



Mind Map and Proposal – 5 %  Note this is due before the Research Essay
Once you have established your research topic and develop a tentative argument for your research paper. Put this in the centre of a mindmap showing the body paragraphs and the support you will use in each paragraph. Write a tentative topic sentence for each idea cluster. 
Include your tentative conclusion in the mindmap
Using this visual representation of your tentative work, write a brief proposal paragraph of what you aim to research, why it is significant, and now what the research will contribute to your learning. 
Due in class for peer sharing and feedback and on the discussion board.  See workshop schedule for dates 
Resource for mind maps: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mind_map 


