CHST777 – Medicine from Antiquity to 1500 CE
Assignment #1 – Representations of Medieval Health and Medicine on Film.
This assignment is worth 20% of your term mark.
Due date: Wednesday, March 21, before class. Upload to the ‘assignment’ dropbox on the
website. Check your similarity index for possible plagiarism! You can withdraw and resubmit
unlimited times until the due date/time.
Mandatory film viewings, e-textbook reading, and class discussions:
Join the class discussions
The Physician (2013). Film screened in class.
The Bridge: How Islam Saved Western Medicine. Self-screen this film.
https://libproxy.wlu.ca/login?url=http://fod.infobase.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?wID=98462
&xtid=8204
York (2012), “Ch. 2. Education and Training: Learned and Non-Learned,” in Health and
Wellness (e-textbook), pages 17-18, 23-29, 32-41. On the course website.
Other reference resources posted on the course website:
"Avicenna," Encyclopedia Britannica Online (retrieved 2017). Posted on the website or
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Avicenna
Columbia Surgery (2015), History of Medicine: The Mysterious Appendix,
http://columbiasurgery.org/news/2015/06/04/history-medicine-mysterious-appendix
“Ibn Sina’s ‘Canon’ Book,” http://www.1001inventions.com/ibnsina
L. Bellan (2008), “History of Cataract Surgery [excerpt],” Geriatrics & Aging, 11 (6): 328-9.
The assignment: Develop an original analysis of the representations/portrayals of medieval
health and medicine in the fictional film, The Physician. Present your analysis in a scholarly
analytical paper. Use The Bridge and York’s chapter as key reference materials, but
otherwise limit your research to three additional sources.
Begin this assignment by viewing the The Bridge. Join the class viewing of The
Physician and discussions. Investigate the four supplementary resources (listed above and
posted on the course website) to develop an understanding of the veracity of the medicoscientific
knowledge presented in The Physician. This fact checking will inform your ideas
about the difference between truthful and fictional representations in the film, which is
intellectually important for your analysis. Did the film accurately convey conceptions of
health and disease in Western, Jewish, and Middle Eastern medieval societies? Why or why
not? Millions of public moviegoers may think that they understand medieval era health and
medicine after watching this film. Did the filmmakers present truthful or idealized or
sensationalized history to the public?
This assignment contributes to the learning outcomes, as stated on the syllabus.
First, the assignment enhances your capacity to imagine and hypothesize constructions of
disease and medicine and situate these ideas within their broad and changing historical contexts, while considering different social, cultural, and political orientations (as presented
in the film). Second, the assignment enhances your skills in critically investigating and
evaluating evidence, in this case in the format of a popular film and a documentary film.
Suggested format for your paper:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 1 – Introduction of the major themes you are analysing. Start with a concise summary of
the main themes (ideally two) that you are analysing in this assignment. Limit the summary
to one paragraph (which is less than one page). The author should include a statement on
the merits of the film and its historical veracity and appeal (or not) to a popular audience.
Part 2 – Your analysis of the film. These are the *main* sections of the paper. Present your
readers with two well-developed thematic discussions. Make sure you answer the questions
(as posed above) and consider all the socio-cultural-religious frames (Arab, Jewish, English).
Part 3 – Your key conclusion(s). Is The Physician’s cinematic portrayal of multi-cultural
understandings of medieval health and medicine accurate and relevant? Why or why not?
Assignment length: This is a five-page essay (plus or minus 15%), PLUS the bibliography. A
“page” is defined as text written in 11 or 12 point academic font (such as Times), doublespaced,
with 1” (2.5 cm) page margins. The footnotes, bibliography, and title page are not
counted in the five pages. In-text citations or footnotes are fine.
Writing, style, and citations:
• Use a formal writing style in this assignment (and all other assignments in this course).
Refrain from using “I” or first-person opinions.
• This is a short paper and the page limit is a key restriction, so concentrate on developing
a meaningful response in a limited space.
• Pay attention to the structure of each paragraph. A paragraph begins with a topic
sentence and then develops and concludes that topic within the paragraph. Sub-titles
are acceptable for this assignment.
Grading criteria:
• 25% = formal writing skills (how the authors expresses themselves; use of formal English;
structure of the paragraphs; flow of the paper)
• 75% = scholarly analysis

