SOC 1160 
My topic question what are the challenges immigrants face when arriving in Canada? (What are the sociological implications for increasing levels of immigration?) 
Assignment Instructions: 
There are 2 components to the assignment: 
1. A presentation to the class as part of a larger panel, and 
2. A written paper of 4 or more pages, due on the day that you present (Please see student sample papers on Canvas for a better idea of the length & format of the written assignment.) The Presentation: Your presentation should be between 2-3 minutes. You are expected to: 
1. Summarize the argument and main points of your sociological journal article 
2. Answer questions about your article from the class and your instructor, and 
3. Engage in a follow-up discussion The Research Paper: Sources: You are expected to make use of 3 different sources: 
1. One sociological journal article from a reputable academic source published in the last 10 years and which is a minimum of 3 pages in length. This article should serve as the primary basis for your presentation and your paper. 
2. Your textbook, which will provide you with the sociological concepts and theories that you will need to use when answering your research question. 
3. A current article from popular media (newspaper, magazine, or the internet) published within the last year that discusses current sociological trends relevant to your research question. 
Research Paper Guidelines: The expected page length for your paper is 4-5 pages. You will not be penalized for longer papers. In those pages you must do the following: 
1. Journal Article Summary (1-2 pages or 275-550 words) 
 Consider the following questions: What was the purpose of the article? How does the author situate their research in the context of others who have written about this topic? What is the author arguing? What are the main points of the author’s argument? 
2. Journal Article Critical Analysis (1-2 pages or 275-550 words) Address the following sections: 
 Point of View. All social scientists have a point of view. It may be stated explicitly or it may be implied by their argument. One way to identify their point of view or perspective is to consider the following: What is their level of analysis (e.g. macro/micro)? 
What sociological approach has the author taken (e.g. social-conflict, structural-functionalist, symbolic-interactionist)? And perhaps–if this is possible– what specific theoretical apparatus have they utilized (e.g. do their views reflect a feminist perspective, a Durkheimian perspective, etc.)? Keep in mind that a perspective is not the same as a hypothesis or a thesis. All perspectives have their shortcomings; they allow us to ‘see’ certain aspects of social life whilst being ‘blind’ to others. Once you have identified the perspective being used you can consider the research in light of that perspective’s potential shortcomings (and here your textbook should come in handy). 
 Evidence. Analyzing an article involves looking at the nature of the evidence. The evidence used may be scientific/scholarly (refer to your textbook or lecture notes for guidance here) or non-scientific (refer to your textbook or lecture notes). Make sure that you clearly describe the evidence being used to make the author’s argument and consider if the evidence is adequate to support the author’s conclusions. 
 Strengths and Weaknesses. Consider the research methods used and their inherent strengths and weaknesses. Does the evidence presented adequately support the author’s conclusions? What assumptions does the author make, and are they reasonable? Be sure to clearly describe both the strengths and weaknesses of your article. Does the article succeed in achieving its overall purpose? 
 Do you agree or disagree with the author? Why or why not? Here is your chance to give your perspective on the research. Be sure to clearly describe your point of view and your reasons for that position. 
3. Sociological Theory & Social Issues/Trends (1-2 pages, or 275-550 words) 
 You are expected to demonstrate your understanding of the broader issues represented by your research question and article. You will begin this by: 
 Applying a sociological theory (the one that best fits in explaining your journal article and the social issue being considered) to your research. 
 Discuss social trends and current events within Canada or the global community that apply to your research question. Here you will integrate the current article from popular media (be sure to provide enough content here by summarizing the article and explaining how it ties into your journal article and broader social issue). 
Numbers 1, 2 and 3 should appear as subheadings in your paper. You may or may not include an introduction and conclusion. I recommend doing so for the sake of practice, but it is not mandatory. Please refer to the attached marking rubric to see in detail what I am looking for in your paper. Submission Methods and Guidelines: 
 Your paper, your sociological journal article, and your media article must be submitted no later than 11:59 p.m. on the day that you present. 
 Your paper must be submitted electronically using the drop box on Canvas. Your journal article and media article may be submitted electronically or physically (handed to me in class). 

