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Lecture Notes 4:  Augustine: ConfessionsOverview: The following notes are divided into two sections, as the two part outline (I/II) indicates.  The first part of the outline (Context) focuses on facts from the Introduction/pp. 16-19.   The second part (Text) focuses on the “4 W’s” of the play itself.  The “4 W’s” is my term for the main facts in a literary work: who/characters; what/events/where/setting/when/timeline.  If you can identify the “4 W’s” in a literary work, you should be able to understand what happens, where it happens, when it happens, and who makes it happen.  You should work hard at reading each of our assigned texts on this basic who/what/where/when level.  Once you  master this basic factual 4-W’s level, you can do a much better job with your quizzes, study questions, discussion topics, essays, and examinations!!
Please note: As we move through the course, my notes will become less detailed because I expect your reading and interpreting skills to improve with practice. One of the main purposes of the course is to help you read the texts better on your own.  At the beginning, I will give you lots of help through detailed notes, but the main purpose of the notes is to help you become a better reader and interpreter—not to read and interpret your assignments for you.























Review Terms:


A) Historical Background:


· Roman Empire  p. 4-7

· Manichaeanism p. 45

· Neoplatonism  p. 5,  p. 45

B) Literary Background

· autobiographical genre p. 46

· confessional genre  p. 46-47

· rhetoric pp, 45, 49 n. 4
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Lecture: 
Augustine was born during the latter years of the Roman Empire.  In his works, it is possible to see the great fusion of intellectual traditions that had occurred during the years when the Empire was at its intellectual peak.  As Rome  conquered a vast geographical area that included eastern and western kingdom, it assimilated the cultural traditions of the subservient domains that it controlled through its superior military power.  The synthesis of  eastern and western cultures that is characteristic of Rome’s rich and complex intellectual resources can be seen in Augustine’s Confessions.  As a student in Carthage, he was initially drawn to Manichaeanism, a religion with intellectual roots in eastern mysticism and Persian culture which taught that physical desires and earthly pleasure were great enemies of a life devoted to the mind and the spirit.  Leaving Carthage, he became a professor at the University of Milan, where he became deeply interested in  Neoplatonism.  Like Manichaeanism, Neoplatonism pitted the gratification of physical of physical desire against the ideal of a life devoted to spiritual and intellectual study and discipline.  As a student and professor, Augustine found that his mother Monica insistently urged him to consider a third way of life.  Implacably opposing her son’s attraction to Eastern mysticism and Western philosophy, Monica devoted her life to convincing him to accept Christianity, the religion that had only recently been designated as Rome’s official religion by the Emperor Constantine.  Monica’s faith and perseverance eventually became the strongest force in her son’s life, and he became a Christian in his thirty-second year.
Augustine’s recorded the history of his spiritual growth in his Confessions, one of the most detailed and powerful personal histories in world literature.  The Confessions attests to Augustine’s  deep reading in the great philosophies which were available to a cosmopolitan citizen of the Roman Empire.  His interest in the dualistic traditions of Manichaeanism and Neoplatonism are particularly evident in his writings.  However, he is remembered less as a student of other cultures than as the originator confessional literature and autobiographical narrative. These two traditions have continued to influence world literature since he introduced them in his life story. As a writer of autobiographical narrative,  he provides and account of his own life, and he tells from his own point of view and in his own words.  As the writer of confessional literature, he tells his personal history as a story with a two-fold audience.  On one hand, he is writing to God, the  divine presence that he believes has followed his progress from birth and will be with him throughout eternity.  On the other hand, he is writing for a human reader, in an attempt to persuade that reader that the spiritual and intellectual path that he has chosen is the best course not only for himself but for all of humanity.  In his attempt to convince the reader of the correctness of the path that he has chosen, he displays the skill in rhetoric that earned him a position as a university professor before his conversion to Christianity.  During Augustine’s lifetime, rhetoric was a respected field of study that provided a path to the top of the Roman Empire’s university system.  Highly regarded as a powerful means of communication in both politics and literature, it was a very demanding form of discourse could be used effectively only by individuals who possessed both a high level of intellectual brilliance and an education that was both broad and deep.  In his Confessions, Augustine shows himself to be both a master of rhetoric who ands a broad range of traditional learning  and an original thinker who pioneered two of world literature’s most influential traditions.

Text Worksheet 
As explained in the Textbox Overview on p. 1, you should use the   4W’s formula (who, what, where, when)  to summarize the poems in our assignment.  Filling in the items in this bulleted list will help you read the poems independently and efficiently.  Your completed bulleted list should also be very useful as you review for the examination.  Please Note: For additional information that will help you complete the worksheet, you  should  also refer to the discussions of individual poems in the introduction to Classic of Poetry on pp. 1320-1323. 
	From Book 1 Childhood

· 
· Who/characters
· What/events
· Where/setting
· When/Time line
From Book II The Pear Tree


Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineFrom Book III Student at Carthage


 Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineFrom Book V  Augustine Leaves Carthage for Rome


Who/characters
What
Where
What/events 
Where/setting
When/Time line
From Book VI  Earthly Love
Tablet 6


 Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineFrom Book VIII Conversion


Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineFrom Book IX  Death of His Mother


 Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
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