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Lecture Notes:  The Thousand and One NightsOverview: The following notes are divided into two sections, as the two part outline (I/II) indicates.  The first part of the outline (Context) focuses on facts from the Introduction/pp. 16-19.   The second part (Text) focuses on the “4 W’s” of the play itself.  The “4 W’s” is my term for the main facts in a literary work: who/characters; what/events/where/setting/when/timeline.  If you can identify the “4 W’s” in a literary work, you should be able to understand what happens, where it happens, when it happens, and who makes it happen.  You should work hard at reading each of our assigned texts on this basic who/what/where/when level.  Once you  master this basic factual 4-W’s level, you can do a much better job with your quizzes, study questions, discussion topics, essays, and examinations!!
Please note: As we move through the course, my notes will become less detailed because I expect your reading and interpreting skills to improve with practice. One of the main purposes of the course is to help you read the texts better on your own.  At the beginning, I will give you lots of help through detailed notes, but the main purpose of the notes is to help you become a better reader and interpreter—not to read and interpret your assignments for you.





















I.. Context:

A. Historical background: 

· Islam pp. 7-10
· Sunni/Shia: Main religious divisions of early Islam p. 7
· The Three Caliphates: Main political divisions of early Islam p. 7


B. Literary background: 

· Frame tale pp. 11, 553
· “Orientalist approaches p. 554
· Nested structures p. 354

Lecture: Along with Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, and Christianity, Islam is one of the world’s great religions.  From its beginning in the seventh century in the teachings of Muhammad and he words of the Qur’an, the Islamic holy book,  Islam spread rapidly throughout the Middle East, northern Africa,, and western Europe.  The two main religious divisions of Islam are Sunni and Shi’a.  The Sunni branch of Islam teaches strict emulation of the holy life of it prophet Muhammad.  The Shi’a teaches the Islamic line of succession should follow in a direct line from Muhamad’s family.  The three main political divisions  of early Islam are the three caliphates: Umayyad caliphate, which was located in Damascus, and Abbasid caliphate, which was located in Baghdad, and the Fatimid caliphate, which located in Egypt.  The term caliphate, which derives from the Arabic term caliph or ruler, had ties to the main religious divisions of Islam.  For example, the Egyptian Fatimid caliphate was a stronghold of Shi’a Islam. Unlike The Tale of Genji, which provides a detailed view of Heian marriage customs, the selections from One Thousand and One Nights contains few allusions to the political and religious culture which produced it.  However, one important connection presents itself at  the outset when Shahrazad informs her father of her determination to save her fellow virgins from the king’s murderous determination to take vengeance for his wife’s adultery or to become a martyr in her effort to convince him to spare them. The emphasis on martyrdom is an element which connects One Thousand and One Nights to an enduring theme in Islam.   Rooted in the deaths of members of Muhammad’s family, the theme of martyrdom is a pervasive motif in many literary works of medieval Islam.         
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sharazad’s determination to save her fellow virgins is presented in a plot which has two main features.  One Thousand and One Nights is a frame tale, a group of stories within one main story which shapes the whole narrative just as Shahrazad’s determination to rescue her fellow virgins from their murderously vengeful king shape and organizes the tales the follow the Prologue.  The stories within the frame narrative are presented as nested structures—that is tales within tales, like the series of   Old Man’s Tales that are nested within Shahrazad’s tale of “The Merchant and the Demon” and  “The Story of the Fisherman and the Demon.”   As the editor of our text notes, early Western readers of this collection were struck by the prevalence of violence and sexual introduce in the collection and other Arabic work, and some of them were tempted to generalize that Middle Eastern culture, like some of its  most famous literary works, was violent and sensual.  Our editor warns us against such “’Orientalist’approaches” and cautions that an conclusions about an entire culture should not be based on a hasty assumptions about some of its literary works.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


I. Text Worksheet 
As explained in the Textbox Overview on p. 1, you should use the   4W’s formula (who, what, where, when)  to summarize the poems in our assignment.  Filling in the items in this bulleted list will help you read the poems independently and efficiently.  Your completed bulleted list should also be very useful as you review for the examination.  Please Note: For additional information that will help you complete the worksheet, you  should  also refer to the discussions of individual poems in the introduction to Classic of Poetry on pp. 1320-1323. 
	Prologue

· 

· Who/characters

· What/events

· Where/setting

· When/Time line
The Tale of the Ox and the Donkey


Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
The Tale of the Merchant and His Wife


 Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineThe Story of the Merchant and the  Demons


Who/characters
What
Where
What/events 
Where/setting
When/Time lineThe First Old Man’s Tale



Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineThe Second Old Man’s Tale
Tablet 6



 Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineThe Third Old Man’s  Tale



Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
The Story of the Fisherman and the Demons

 
Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
The Tale of King Hunan and the Sage Duban


Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
The Tale of the Husband and the  Parrot

 Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time lineThe Tale of the King’s Son and the She-Ghoul


Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
 The Tale of the Enchanted King


Who/characters
What/events
Where/setting
When/Time line
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