Assignment Four: Major Essay (35%)
Length– no fewer than 10 and no greater than 12 pages, excluding title page, references and appendices.   Please use 12 point font, 1 inch margins, double space, and include a separate title page with your student #.  Please refer to APA for academic formatting guidelines.
Details
[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment is a formal academic essay on any topic of your choice as long as it has some relevance to the basic objectives of this course. The essay assignment will allow you to expand your knowledge about a specific aspect of addictions/addictive processes within the context of critical social work practice.  The essay may be on any topic related to the objectives of the course.  This assignment requires you to complete research about and beyond the materials contained directly within this course.  You will also need to integrate direct 471 course materials.
A minimum of 10 peer reviewed references are required to support your essay. These references should not be more than 10 years old.  If you are working with older materials, the critical reasoning should be clear.
In the final paper you may use no less than 3 references from the SOCW 471 Required Readings Collection. 
The assignment is designed to enhance your ability to collect and critically reflect on recent literature on a particular topic, give you an opportunity to demonstrate your writing skills and highlight your ability to prepare a well-supported and thoughtful analysis.  For this assignment, you must use the University of Victoria Library electronic databases to locate journal articles, books, book chapters related to your topic. 
Please do not use any other library or any internet search engines (such as Google) to collect material. 
You will be expected to locate and then critically examine the literature, demonstrate the ability to recognize relevant information, evaluate it, synthesize your impressions of the literature and integrate your understanding of this material into your essay. 
You are expected to search for, access, download, read and assess no fewer than 10 recent journal articles or book chapters as part of the research for your essay. Please select only those articles that appear in “peer reviewed journals” and choose only those which have been published within the past 10 years.
The limitation on length means that you will need to do a thoughtful job of selecting, organizing, critiquing and synthesizing a large amount of scholarly material before you will be able to prepare a well-written academic essay. 
HINT: A very useful search engine on the UVic library database is Academic Search Complete. It can be accessed through the library gateway. Remember, you will be prompted for your UVic User ID and password when accessing the library from an off campus location.
Essay Format 
All essays must include the following:  
1.	A title page
2.	An introductory section with a clear statement of what the essay proposes to explain, how the essay will be organized, and a detailed explanation of the critical perspective offered in the essay.  The paper’s thesis should also be clear.
3.	A clearly articulated analysis of the significance of the topic for social work practice.
4.	Integration of material from the course materials and other scholarly sources.
5.	A professional writing style that includes organization within and across paragraphs (introductory topic sentence for each paragraph, transition statements between paragraphs, headings to organize the flow of ideas).  Please use the spelling and grammar check functions of your word processing program before submitting all assignments! . The UVic Library system provides information and assistance with this task. This information can be found at http://library.uvic.ca/site/lib/instruction/cite/index.html
6.	A critical exploration that includes implications for your developing social work practice. This section of the paper should explore how your own learning has been informed by completing the assignment and what steps you will take to continue your learning journey. 
7.	An overall paper conclusion.
