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Report
Each epoch had their own cultural differences that supported the prevailing trends in religious era. It is easy to explain by the significant influence of religion on the minds of people of that time. Greeks and Romans had similar structure of the society and treated gods in their pantheons similarly as well. Homeric epics (Iliad and Odyssey) depict the power of gods, their impact on human lives but they place gods on the level, reachable by humans (The Greek World, Chapter 2, p. 48). The talks of gods with humans without extra worshiping and servility show how people of that time treated their multiply gods – with fear and respect but without panic in case they did something wrong. 

This story represents (allegorically) the life of every person of that time – the whole life was the road to eventual death and further life in the house of God (heaven) or Satan (hell). Thus, God became the power that made people obedient to the Church. 
Aeneas is one of the main characters of the Aeneid. The protagonist is a Trojan prince, the child of Anchises and Venus, the love goddess. Aeneas is portrayed by Virgil as a hero of Troy. He is a warrior that leads people to salvation by founding a new state of Troy. The character is the embodiment of Roman virtues, serving his fate and gods. Aeneas is a perfect leader, and people listen to him and follow him. Aside from all these positive traits he is also a devoted father and son. His devotion to his country, family and mission is called pietas. At the same time Aeneas is just a mortal man with his flaws and feelings.

While playing the part of a faithful servant of the gods and fate Aeneas is hell bent on reaching his goal. His mission and duty are his top priorities. Even facing misfortune and catastrophe Aeneas keeps his faith in the will of fate. His faith gets even stronger when he sees the temple built by Dido in honor of Juno. In Book II Aeneas together with the Trojans have to perform funeral rites for the fallen Polydorus. Aeneas tries to find some answers from the gods when the Trojan army leaves one country and arrives at another one. Other gods deliver Apollo’s prophecies to Aeneas. The Penatës, or the Trojan gods of hearth, tell Aeneas that he should sail for Italy while Celaeno, the leader of the Harpies’ tells him that Apollo had instructed her to tell him his future. Having heard the prophecies, Aeneas is even more set on fulfilling his mission no matter what obstacles he might face, nothing will stop him or be in his way.

In Book VI Virgil constantly repeats that all the hardships that Aeneas endures on his way to his mission will not keep him from doing what he has to as his future is fated. In order to enter the underworld Aeneas is to make a golden bough from a tree which can be done easily if fate itself has called his person. It does not prove any difficulty for Aeneas to break the bough from a tree. Later in the book is shown as a person that is submitted to the gods as they lead him and will help him win in battles in order to reach his ultimate goal which is building a city for him and his countrymen where they could live peacefully.

Aeneas is effortless when it comes to leading his people. He takes care of them, provides them with food when they end up of the North African coast of Libya. He is a source of comfort and motivation them constantly reminding them that they have a homeland that is destined to them. 

In Book III, Aeneas is depicted as a person who is very comfortable in being a leader. He ensures that his people live in order and peace as he divides the land into homesteads. Having been advised by Polydorus to leave Thrace, Aeneas does not make his decision until he has consulted with other leaders of the people. He is not the man who abuses his power.

Aeneas is always justified in his decisions and his people never question him and his decisions. For instance, Euryalus was declared by Aeneas to be the winner of the foot race in the athletic games despite the fact that Nisus had tripped Salius. Aeneas always says that needs to be said and always at the right time which proves that he is a savvy and wise leader. He gives gifts to all the participants of the games. Even when the Trojans arrive to Lavinia Aeneas remains a good ruler. Portrayed by Virgil as peaceful, Aeneas sends gifts to Latinus planning to discuss the development of a new orderly city.

In Book IX, when Aeneas is in Pallenteum, the warriors that serve under his command follow his leadership and spirit. Even being away he is respected by people and his rules are being followed. His sense of duty comes first and as a brave and true warrior Aeneas never puts his emotions to the forefront. He knows that as a leader of his people he has to give his people a new city to live in so he has to fight Turnus.

Virgil clearly describes Aeneas in Book I as a good father and son. His respect towards his father is deep and his devotion towards his son is endless. When the Troy falls Aeneas leads his father and son to the meeting point. He has to carry his father on his back but he does it and he has his son’s hand in his. In Book III Aeneas does not only feel responsibility for son but also for the Trojans as well as the whole Roman rac.

In order to celebrate the anniversary of his father’s death Aeneas makes sacrifices to the gods and organizes athletic games. Even after his father’s death Aeneas still respects him dearly. Aeneas’ pietas towards his father is truly evident when he enters the underworld. 

Later on Aeneas’ son shows the same pietas when he becomes responsible for rousing the warriors. His respect to Aeneas as a leader is deep and he does his best to fulfill the duties of Aeneas. The ideal of pietas, the love and bond between the fathers and sons are so emotionally displayed in Aeneid.

Virgil does not portray Aeneas as an ideal person; he gives him qualities of a flawed mortal man. When the Troy falls, in Book I, Aeneas is deeply overwhelmed by grief not being able to find his dear wife Creusa. When his fleet gets caught in a storm the feeling of discouragement engulfs Aeneas.

