Sociology 221 - Classical Sociological Theory Exam 1

Instructions and Guidelines:


-Please answer (only) three of the questions listed below.

-Some questions certainly require longer and more detailed responses than others.

-Avoid including irrelevant information that obscures the main points of your answer.     

Irrelevant information will be penalized.

-At the same time, be sure to answer all parts of the questions thoroughly, since your grade will suffer if you omit any part.  

-Express your ideas clearly and precisely, supporting your arguments with citations, logical argumentation, and/or empirical examples.  

-It is ok to talk with other students about these exam questions; however, use your own words in writing your answers—use no words copied from ANY other source.  Each exam should contain individual and unique answers for each question.

-When you are using the ideas of a theorist covered in class you should cite them appropriately by pinpointing the page number(s) of the course text(s) that you’re using in your answer e.g. (Marx and Engels, p. 40).  Similarly, where appropriate, you should use a few well chosen and clearly identified quotes from the primary texts to illustrate, or support, your points.  

-Feel free to consult other sources, but, again, be sure to write your own answers in your own words. Include a bibliography.
*DUE TO BLACKBOARD BY 5pm on MARCH 30th
1) Durkheimian and Marxist theory is, in many ways, predicated upon each theorist’s conceptualization of human nature.  Utilize course readings to identify and describe the core ontological propositions that underlie each theorist’s conception of human social life, and then chart the ways both Durkheim and Marx believed these lead societies to come together and grow from nascent to complex modern social states.  In course of your response, be sure to highlight any dangers and possibilities for human betterment that may apply to each theorist’s framework as societies develop.  
2) Discuss what Marx drew upon, and what Marx negated, in Hegel’s philosophy.  Describe the components of Hegelian thought that are significant to Marx’s theory of history.   Also, what might we mean by “materialist thinking”?   In course of your response, utilize and successfully integrate at least one quote from each of the The German Ideology, The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, and/or the Communist Manifesto where we can see Marx’s negation of Hegel or materialist thinking.  *Be sure to use at least one quote from each text.  Also, as with all essays, be sure to cite quotes so that I can identify their precise location.
3) Marx discussed worker alienation in the context of nineteenth century factory work.  Describe Marx’s four types of worker alienation.  Do any of Marx’s four types of worker alienation still apply to jobs that are worked in the current US economy?  Are there any limits to the wholesale application of alienation?  Specify.  Elaborate reasons for your opinion and use at least two quotes from “Alienated Labor” effectively in the course of your response.
4) We have seen that the Enlightenment movement sought to find ways that humans can attain the most valid, accurate and “truest” knowledge; yet we can see considerable variation in how theorists around these times believed we could arrive at such knowledge.  In particular we have seen positivism, idealism, functionalism, and materialism thus far in this class.  In surveying the potential epistemological convergences and divergences of these perspectives from what we have learned so far, describe in what ways writers in these perspectives believe we can gain the most valid, accurate and “truest” knowledge.  Also, to what extent do writers in each of these perspectives believe it is possible to uncover completely valid conceptions of reality?  Support your answer with appropriate citations and/or quotations, where applicable.

5) Durkheim wrote about mechanical solidarity and organic solidarity. Draw upon the assigned readings to explain what he meant by each term.  Then, analyze the article on the following page from the New York Times as Durkheim would in terms of social solidarity.  How might the collective worship of society, the sacred and profane, symbolic representation, as well as Durkheim’s notions of deviance and law relate to this story in the context of his notions of social solidarity?  Are there any other Durkheimian concepts that Durkheim might believe could shed added light onto the following story?

School-Turned-Strip Club Bothers the Alumni
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A dancer known as Cherry performs in Neoga, Ill., in a former elementary school that has recently become a strip club called the School House. 

NEOGA, Ill. — Signs on the wall at the old Pioneer School here seem not to have not changed much since the ’80s. A multiplication table hangs on one wall, a copy of the Constitution on another.  But near the entrance to the cafeteria, where generations from this central Illinois farming community took their school lunches, one sign reveals just how dramatically the yellow brick building’s role has shifted: “Our dancers are entertainers not prostitutes so don’t ask!!!”  The building, sold by the school district in 2002, recently reopened as a strip club, shocking Cumberland County residents — many of whom walked its halls as youngsters and discovered its new use one week before it opened. Some who want it shut down protest regularly. Praying for its patrons to see the error of their ways, they illuminate a small cross and display a sign that reads: “Does your family know where you are? Jesus does.” “We don’t want this kind of filth in our county,” said Bill Moran, 70, who lives across the road. “What you get out of a place like this is rape, venereal diseases and a lot of divorces.” Others, including the owners, say it is a legitimate business that has benefited the community by creating jobs. “I really don’t think it’s that bad a place if it’s helping money-wise,” said Danny Reed, 25, an electrician who said he had never been to the club. “It’s a small town. If you don’t work at a gas station you pretty much don’t have a job.” Located about four miles outside of town, the club, called the School House, trades heavily on the building’s pedigree. Portraits of presidents hang alongside a copy of the Pledge of Allegiance, and club owners have converted a teachers’ lounge into a private room for parties. The former cafeteria now houses a small stage with two brass poles. Bob Kearney, 40, an out-of-work electrician who owns the club with his partner, Travis Funneman, said his business was “above board.” “There was no zoning out there,” Mr. Kearney said, adding that he ran the necessary notice in the local paper stating his intention to open a business, but left out one important aspect. “Nobody called — now, granted, we didn’t say we were opening a gentlemen’s club.” The club does not have a liquor license (though patrons may bring coolers of canned beer), which explains why no public hearing was necessary. “They kind of snuck up on our blind side,” said Robert Swearingen, chairman of the Cumberland County Board. Neighbors have complained about finding drunken patrons on their property. But most residents say its presence in an old elementary school makes it doubly hateful. “It’s corrupted my memory,” said Michelle Porter, 33, who attended the school. Mr. Kearney, who says he has spent thousands of dollars renovating the leased building, said: “If these people had such fond memories of this place, then they should be ashamed — because it was falling apart.” The 20 or so dancers range in age from 19 to 46. On a recent night a pair of strippers climbed, slid — and sometimes slipped — to the strains of Van Halen, before an apathetic group of about 10 men. One woman, who is putting herself through school, said she has earned up to $700 in a night at the club, the only one within a 60-mile radius. But she is dismayed at the county’s reception. “They call us whores,” said the dancer, who calls herself Gigi. “They say you’re supposed to hate the sin but love the sinner, but I get the feeling they just want us to go to hell.”

