     [100% module mark]
 
Please select one question from below and write a 2000 words essay on that topic.

 

1. To what extent the ‘Best Interest of the Child’ principle has been incorporated in custody and guardianship cases in Muslim countries? 
2. Discuss the concept of Dower in Islamic law. 
Submission 



                     

Due date:  The work must be submitted by 17.55 on 4th May 2018. This assignment must be submitted via turn it in. 
Late Work

All work submitted after the submission deadline without an approved valid reason (see below) will be given a mark of zero. This is not the same as a non-submission, as a late submission counts as an attempt and a mark of zero may allow you to re-sit the coursework. 

You should note that short deferrals (extensions) of up to three calendar weeks can only be given for genuine "force majeure" and medical reasons, not for bad planning of your time. Please note that theft, loss, or failure to keep a back-up file, are not valid reasons. The short deferral must be applied for on or before the submission date. You can apply for a short deferral by submitting an Examination/Coursework Deferral Application Form. Application Forms along with the supporting evidence should go to the relevant Student Support Office (GE Ground Floor), for undergraduates. For a longer delay in submission a student may apply for a (long) deferral. See your programme manager for details. Students MUST keep copies (electronic or photocopies) of their assignment and must use turnitin.
RESIT is allowed in case of absence or if a student fails to pass the module in the first attempt.
Word Length


2000 words
Any penalties for not complying with word limits will be in accordance with University and School policy. 
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Students will be tested on outcomes 1-3 below 
· Demonstrate an understanding of and critical engagement with the theoretical discourse on Islamic law. 

· Demonstrate an understanding and knowledge of the development of family rights in Islamic law and their incorporation into state legislation. 

·  Critically analyse issues relating to legal reform in the Muslim world, identifying principles of Islamic family law in the legislation of Muslim countries covered in the module. 

Assessment Criteria 
You will be expected to display the general legal skills outlined in your student handbook and marks may be deducted for failure to do so. In particular a student will be rewarded, or penalised, for the use, or non-use, of the following skills:

- Clear and coherent writing style;

- Ability to address and answer the issues that are raised in the question;

- Appropriate use of references and citations, where necessary (see attached house style);

- Ability to recognise and explain relevant concepts;

- Ability to analyse and apply the relevant law and legal arguments in coming to conclusions

Referencing
Primary and secondary sources

· Distinguish clearly between primary sources (the original source of the law, e.g., a case) and secondary sources (a commentary or explanation of the law, e.g., a book)

· To avoid charges of plagiarism and failure to cite sources, clearly cite and credit these sources 

· Lecture notes and handouts are not sources – never cite them in your essay or bibliography!

Books

· Adopt the Harvard  Referencing or  Oxford method of referencing: Richards, P Law of Contract (5th edition,  Longman 2007)– author’s name, initial, title, edition, publisher, year,

· Refer to a specific page thus: Richards, P Law of Contract (5th edition, Longman 2007), at page 259

· Do not use textbooks, or articles, as primary sources

· Do not use and cite inappropriate and sub-degree texts, such as Nutshells

Articles

· Adopt the Oxford method: Nobles, R and Schiff D, ‘The Right to Appeal and Workable Systems of Justice’ (2002) 65 (5) MLR 676 – author, title of article, year of publication, volume number, issue number, page at which the article starts

· Refer to specific pages of the article as with Books above, 

· Learn to use the relevant abbreviation for the journal: eg, MLR, LQR, OJLS

· Do not use the cataloguing system provided by search engines: Modern Law Review Vol 75, Issue No 3 (Summer) 666-690

Websites

· Do not use and cite inappropriate websites – never cite wikipedia!!

· The website should not be cited as a substitute for the proper reference: cite the law report, article etc and then refer to the website in your bibliography, with the specific page of that website, together with the date you last accessed the site

·  You may cite a website as a source if that information is only available on that site

Cases

· Case names should be highlighted, preferably in italics: Khalid Mahmood v Anees Bibi (2007) PLD Vol. LIX Lah 626 

· A newspaper report is acceptable if no law report reference is available: Saima Waheed case, The Dawn, 4 April 2007

Statutory sources

· The short title of the statutes should be given: ‘The Muslim Family Law Ordinance 1961(hereafter the MFLO 1960) was passed …’

· Specific sections should be cited: s.10 MFLO; s.1 for section; ss.1 and 2 for sections; s.1(2) for section and sub-section

· If you cite an article from a treaty you can cite it as Art. 1, Article 1 or article 1
