STANDARDOF WRITING
The Dissertation should be logically laid out. The writing should be grammatically correct, clear and concise English. You should not expect your supervisor to correct errors in the use of English.
Your supervisor will offer you advice and guidance through the dissertation period and also try to help you to deal with any problems affecting your work.
Any attempt to provide guidance or feature common errors here will run into many pages. So we will refrain from doing that except to say one thing: if a word (or phrase or sentence) can be deleted without changing the meaning of what you want to say, then delete it.
All figures and tables should be numbered sequentially, chapter by chapter, and be given a caption. Each must be referred to in the main text, and wherever possible appear near to where it is referred to.
CONTENTS
First and foremost, the contents of your work must be relevant to the MSc Project Management Programme you are pursuing. This section describes the general areas which a Dissertation should address. The sample Contents page in Appendix 3 gives a good summary on these areas.
1. Abstract: The dissertation abstract is simply a brief summary of the results or findings of the dissertation research. By summarizing the results of the research, it should allow the reader to get an idea of what was accomplished without having to read through the entire dissertation. As such, it is important that the abstract covers all of the important parts. It is difficult to accomplish this while limiting the length of the abstract to one page, but through the use of clear, concise writing virtually any topic can be summarized into one page. This short (not more than 300 words) statement should emphasize the major observations and deductions of the research rather than the methods. It must be designed to be read independently of the rest of the dissertation and should provide enough information about the results of the research that examining the full dissertation is not necessary. References to the dissertation and other literature will not normally be included in the abstract.
2. The first chapter of the Dissertation is almost invariably the Introduction. Generally, its purpose is to lead the readers into the problem you intend to attack in the project, to set the scene. The main points here consist of the background to the problem definitions and your motivation in solving it. This then leads into the objectives and the scope of the project. It is good to conclude with your Introduction a section on the layout of the Dissertation. It prepares the readers for what is to come.
3. Then comes the main part of your work. To lay the ground, there should first be a chapter on what has been done before on the problem - a Literature Review. This is an important section because it shows that you do not narrowly focus only on what you do, but are aware of the related work elsewhere, some of which might be instructive to your solving of the problem. It can also explain why you are taking this direction.
4. The next few chapters should describe the work you have done in tackling the problem. There might be a chapter on the fundamental theories relevant to the solution you are pursuing, or the supporting technologies you need in implementing the solution. Then, there should be a chapter on the solution itself, followed by a chapter on the results and analysis of the results.
5. The last chapter is always the Conclusion. This generally should have the following parts. The first is a concise summary of the work you have done. In a way, this is similar to the abstract. Then there is the conclusion, in which you highlight the significance of the results, and perhaps the consequences of the results, critically where necessary. An important part of your dissertation is the set of recommendations arising from your work. Every study, no matter how well it is conducted and constructed has limitations. You are required to identify the limitations of your work and suggest how it could be extended in future research
6. Generally, the Dissertation may have six or seven chapters. If you have more than that, you should take a close look at its organization and see if certain chapters can be merged.
Synopsis
· What the research is about
· Why it is important
· Who the beneficiaries will be

Aim, objectives and research questions
· One aim
· Three to five objectives (typically)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Research question(s) 

Methodology and sources of data
· What method (or methods) you plan to use and why
· Sources of data
· Describe your population
· Explain the size of sample you hope to achieve

Bibliographic reference of referred journal papers
In addition, on a separate additional page, you must provide full bibliographic references for peer reviewed journal papers that you have selected to do a literature review on, based on your research topic,  using the Harvard referencing system.
You are required to produce a brief literature review about your proposed research topic.
Your brief literature review should provide a background and critical analysis of a particular area of academic research related to your dissertation topic. You may take a broad  approach  or  a  very narrowly focused one – this is up to you.

In the first part of your review, you should summarise the key findings from the peer reviewed journal papers (referred to as “core” papers) that you have selected (including how the papers came to their conclusions). The review should be primarily based on these core papers and marks will only be awarded in respect of papers which are peer reviewed journal papers.

The second part of the review should include critical comparison and evaluation. It is appreciated that it is often very difficult to critique a peer reviewed journal paper which has  already  been  through  a rigorous evaluation process. So the ‘critique’ may focus on the scope and limitations of particular papers or areas/approaches that you propose this area of research should focus on. You may use additional papers to help critique or provide context for your review. It is recommended that the total number of papers you use does not exceed twelve. This suggested limit is given in order to assist you in giving an in- depth account of the literature in the space permitted. You may also use ‘additional sources’ such as: websites, industry reports, newspaper articles etc. (i.e. any source that is not a peer reviewed journal paper) if you wish.

Asking yourself the following questions may assist you in developing your brief literature review:

· What are the key findings of the paper and how have the conclusions been arrived at?
· Does the work described in one paper build on the work described in another paper?
· Do the papers arrive at the same conclusions or different conclusions?
· If the papers contradict each other, why, and which conclusion has most validity/applicability to your area of research?

Length of submission: 15 - 20 pages (not including diagrams, tables and pictures)


References

You must provide a full bibliographic reference for all of the sources cited in your submission at the end of your coursework (not just the url/weblink) using the Harvard referencing system.

References for your peer reviewed journal papers must be given on a page titled ‘Core References’.

Additional references (journal papers and other sources) must be included on a separate page(s) titled ‘Additional References’.




