MIDTERM TAKE-HOME ESSAY
THIS IS DUE ON MARCH 28th (The day of the midterm)


TAKE-HOME ESSAY QUESTION FOR THE MIDTERM EXAMINATION.  THIS IS DUE IN CLASS ON MARCH 28th AND IS WORTH 40% OF THE EXAMINATION GRADE.  IT SHOULD BE APPROXIMATELY 3-4 PAGES LONG (I will NOT read anything that goes beyond 4 pages.  1.5 spacing is OK, but please do not single space your answer since I need room for comments.)  EVERYTHING IN THIS ESSAY MUST BE YOUR OWN WORK!!!

To date, we have read twelve chapters of Slocum and Carlson’s book Final Rights, a few chapters from Mary Roach’s book Stiff, several chapters from Leming and Dickinson’s textbook (Understanding Death, Dying and Bereavement).  We have watched several videos that look at dying and the funeral industry (“The Undertaking,” The TED videos).  Drawing on these source, please describe the funeral industry.  Your essay may address many different topics, but be sure to answer the following questions in a coherent, unified essay.  (Please note that references to chapters are for Slocum and Carlson’s book Final Rights unless otherwise specified!).  It may make sense to have each question as a separate paragraph, but please do your best to unify everything together!

1. What are the ways in which funeral directors write their own laws and what are the “tricks of the funeral trade” (see Ch. 2)?  (Please provide some specific examples they describe.)  What  is SCI and should you be wary of funeral conglomerates? 
2. How are consumers misled into purchasing expensive items, such as ‘protective’ caskets (Ch. 3 and Ch. 5)?  What is the history of embalming and how widespread is it outside the US?  (See Roach Chapter 2 and Slocum and Carlson Chapter 4.)   What are the legal requirements for embalming (Ch. 4)?  How are the cemetery companies taking advantage of consumers?  To what extent does placing a casket in a mausoleum keep the body dry and clean?  What should you watch out for in purchasing cemetery plots (Ch. 5)?  See also Roach’s discussion of embalming in Chapter 2.)
3. Describe the advantages or disadvantages of planning ahead (refer to TED videos and readings) before you die.  Do Slocum and Carlson recommend preneed funeral purchases?  Why or why not (Ch. 6)?  Would it be in your interest to purchase a cremation in advance from the Neptune society?
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]How have consumers fought back against the abuses of the funeral industry?  (See Ch. 1 and 8.)  What is the “Funeral Rule” and to what extent has the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) helped (Ch. 8)? If you have been taken advantage of by the funeral industry, what do Slocum and Carlson recommend you do (Ch.9)?
5. Describe what is happening with regard to new trends in body disposition and funerals such as cryonics (class textbook), green burial (Ch. 12, also refer to TED video), and home funerals (Ch. 11),. (Please also look at Mary Roach’s book Stiff, Chapter 11, and use material from her book.)
6. Briefly compare and contrast the way in which the funeral industry is portrayed in the documentary “The Undertaking” to the way it is portrayed in the book Funeral Rights.   Be sure to cite specific evidence to support your position as I will be looking for specific evidence from both the video as well as the book to support your position (please refer to the Lynch lawsuit! From Ch. 1).

This essay must be typed and be sure to include specific references to the readings, including parenthetical citations (as shown in class), to support your arguments.  Please make this a coherent essay with an introduction and a conclusion!  Also, be sure to include a bibliography that cites the books we’ve been reading.  Again, this essay should be no longer than 4 pages typed (I will not read anything beyond four pages), though your bibliography can be on page 5!  You may hand it in late, but I do subtract points for late assignments (please refer to my policy in the syllabus).


