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Objectives of the Course

      This course is designed to provide students with research and communication skills that are essential in studying and analyzing academic and professional problems. It aims at introducing students to independence and self-assessment of accounting and field-related problems or issues of interest. During the following course of actions, students learn about data sources, statistical applications, developing hypotheses, analyzing results, and reaching conclusions and recommendations for the issue under study. 

Structure of the Course

      In the first meeting, we lay out the general foundation such as identifying the research facilities in the school including databases and computer programs of general use in research such as SAS or SPSS. These programs are available on the school's mainframe and on PCs. 

       For the rest of the term, the course runs on a one-to-one basis:

a. Each student picks a topic or a problem of interest, and writes a proposal of what she/he intends to do with it. Many students write about problems concerning their own jobs, or issues they have studied during advanced accounting courses. 

b. The instructor reviews the proposal with the student to make sure that the research question is relevant. The instructor guides the student to limit the scope of the research to fit the period of one term and introduces students to missing dimensions on their respected ideas. An agreed upon frame of the research should be in place.

c. Students should schedule meetings with professor to solve any emerging difficulties in conducting the research.

d. The final product (a written paper/report and supporting materials) is due in the last week of the term.

Format of the Research Report (paper)

      The research report is in fact a research paper. We recommend the following structure: the title of the paper and the student name are on the cover page. The body of the paper can be divided into the following sections: 

I. Synopsis: a precise summary of the problem, the objective of the research, the method, the results and recommendations.

II. Introduction: a detailed statement of the nature of the problem and its importance. Relationship with current directions in the field or the profession, and how the issue relates to industry or academic thought. Summary of the methodology and data sources and findings.

III. Background: a reasonable summary of prior research in the areas of the project and how the project relates to existing literature or rules of conduct in the industry.

IV. Hypothesis: from the analysis of the problem a testable hypothesis in appropriate form should be stated. 

V. Methodology: a description of the method to be followed in analyzing the problem or the issue of interest. Is it an empirical paper or analytical and descriptive? Is it dependent on archival data or surveys?  Are you using statistical analysis? What type? 

VI. Results: presentation and analysis of results.

VII. Conclusions and recommendations.

 Note: The above is a general framework for a research project. After completing the project in this form, we believe that students will gain training in researching and analyzing relevant (job/work assigned) problems and will be able to write and communicate reports to their superiors.  Descriptive papers that analyze and synthesize the literature on an accounting topic are also acceptable.
Feel free to ask any questions that may clarify the requirements.

Good luck.

DATABASES AVAILABLE AT PACE

· Lexis-Nexis: financial data and archived news.

· CRSP Tape: Center of Research in Security Prices.

· COMPUSTAT: Financial database and note disclosures.

· AUDIT ANALYTICS: Public company disclosures related to the audit, compliance, governance, corporate actions and federal litigation
HARD COPY DATA

· Moody’s Manuals: a. Industrial

                                    b. Financial

                                    c. Transportation

                                    e. Other services

· Stand and Poor’s Records:

a. Stocks

b.  Bonds

LITERATURE REVIEW SOURCES

Journal articles and research theses can be a good source for learning about the specific subject you are researching. 

ABI database can be an effective source for collecting materials and literature by subject.

Academic Integrity
All members of the Pace community are expected to behave with honesty and integrity. The Undergraduate Catalog includes the following advisory for students on Academic Integrity:

Students must accept the responsibility to be honest and to respect ethical standards in meeting their academic assignments and requirements. Integrity in the academic life requires that students demonstrate intellectual and academic achievement independent of all assistance except that authorized by the instructor. The use of an outside source, including electronics sources, in any paper, report or submission for academic credit without the appropriate acknowledgement is plagiarism. It is unethical to present as one’s own work the ideas, words or representations of another without the proper indication of the source. Therefore, it is the student’s responsibility to give credit for any quotation, idea or data borrowed from an outside source.

Students who fail to meet the responsibility for academic integrity subject themselves to sanctions ranging from a reduction in grade or failure in the assignment or course in which the offense occurred to suspension or dismissal from the University. 

To encourage academic integrity in students’ written submissions, the Lubin School of Business subscribes to “Turnitin.com,” which describes itself as follows:

We [Turnitin.com] prevent and detect plagiarism by comparing submitted papers to billions of pages of content located on the Internet and our proprietary databases. The results of our comparisons are compiled, one for each paper submitted, in custom “Originality Reports.” These reports are sent to participating educators, who access the results by logging into their Turnitin account(s). (www.turnitin.com)

As a condition of participating in the program, all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. No student papers will be submitted to Turnitin.com without a student’s written consent and permission. If a student does not provide such written consent and permission, the instructor may:

1. Require a short reflection paper on research methodology;

2. Require a draft bibliography prior to submission of the final paper;

3. Require the cover page and first cited page of each reference source to be photocopied and submitted with the final paper.

4. Require other steps as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

Students can get help on how to use resources properly in their research and writing from many sources. This site (http://www.pace.edu/library/pages/instruct/plaig.html) provides links to useful information. The Library also offers an online tutorial on doing research for papers called “APOLLO.” The tutorial is the first item under Student Resources at the link just presented.

Students with Disabilities
Pace University and the Lubin School of Business believe it is important that students receive appropriate accommodation for any disability. To receive accommodation for any disability, you must contact your campus Counseling Center (Pace Plaza, 212-346-1526; Westchester, 914-773-3710). The Coordinator of Disability Services will:

· Evaluate your medical/learning/psychological documentation

· If further documentation is necessary, refer you for appropriate tests

· Make recommendations for your plan of accommodation 

· Prepare letters for you to give to your professors to arrange for the recommended accommodations.

The professor is not authorized to provide any accommodation prior to your arranging for it through the Counseling Center.
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