	Criteria
	HD
	D
	C
	P
	F

	Ability to address essay question
	Entirely answers essay question
	Considerably answers essay question
	Adequately answers essay question
	Inadequate response to essay question
	Fails to address essay question 

	Clarity, organization and structure of argument
	Clear and sophisticated argument
	Strong argument
	Adequate argument
	Inadequate argument
	Fails to produce any argument

	Evidence of having read and understood literature
	Excellent grasp of literature
	Very good grasp of literature
	Satisfactory grasp of literature
	Inadequate grasp of literature
	No attempt to utilize literature

	Evidence of critical thinking 
	Extensive critical thinking and engagement
	Very good critical thinking and engagement
	Satisfactory critical thinking and engagement
	Inadequate critical thinking and engagement
	No critical thinking and engagement

	Ability to reference appropriately
	Excellent clarity and referencing
	Very good clarity and referencing
	Satisfactory clarity and referencing 
	Inadequate clarity  improper referencing 
	Unclear, no proper referencing
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