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PHA 381 - Instructions for Papers

Format:
1) Name should be placed in the upper right hand corner of the page.
2) Title should be placed centered in bold at the top of the first page.
3) Paper should be at least 10 full pages (not including references), double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font.
4) References should be placed on a separate page at the end of the paper.
5) All references should be in AMA style (http://library.nymc.edu/informatics/amastyle.cfm) 
6) It is expected that at least five references from scientific journals will be needed in order to adequately address the topic of each paper.  
7) The paper should be divided into five sections: 
a. Introduction – this section should describe the problem that you are researching.
b. Methods – this section should include the keywords that you used to conduct your literature search (e.g., pharmacy informatics) and the databases you used to search for journal articles (e.g. PubMed or Google Scholar).
c. Results – this section should describe what you found out about the problem you are researching.
d. Discussion – this section should describe how what you learned about the problem that you researched impacts the pharmacy profession now and in the future.
e. Conclusion – this section should be 2-3 sentences that summarize the major take home points from the paper.  
8) The paper is due by 11:55 pm Central on April 29th.  

Topics:
The paper topic can be anything related to one of the topics that are covered in the course.  Example topics for the paper are listed below:

a) Informatics skills expected of pharmacy graduates.  This paper might focus on the ACPE guidelines for graduates to possess certain knowledge of health informatics, and why this knowledge may be necessary for a practicing pharmacist.  

b) Security and privacy of electronic health records.  This paper might focus on issues concerning the security and privacy of personal health information kept electronically.  It might look at regulations being developed to address these issues, or negative consequences resulting from privacy/security breaches.

c) Impact of technology on the patient-provider relationship.  This paper might focus on how having an electronic health record in the patient rooms both positively and negatively impacts communication between a patient and a provider.

Grading Guide:
Your paper grade will be based off of two components: 1) topic submission (10 points); and 2) final paper (50 points).
1) Submit your paper topic via Blueline by February 11th at 11:55 pm Central (10 points).
2) Submit your final paper via Blueline by April 29th at 11:55 pm Central (50 points).  
3) If you would like me to review a draft of your paper and make suggestions, please send this to me by April 8th.  This is optional.



