Industry Issues Investigative Piece Assignment No. 5:  750-800  words
FASHION ISSUES INVESTIGATIVE PIECE
For this assignment, you will be "on assignment "for your publication as a journalist specializing in the apparel and textile industry sector with the specific assignment of addressing one of three currently pressing issues within the fashion industry.

You will select one of these issues to investigate and write an in-depth piece designed to bring to light the issue, and to explore possible solutions to the problem based on interviews with industry experts, the research you conduct using primary sources, like government data, trade association data, NGO data. This assignment would be written as if it would appear in Forbes, Huffington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Women's Wear Daily, California Apparel News, etc.  It must adhere to journalistic style, AP style, and include all of your sources at the end of your piece, and any links that I can check for accuracy. Students will select ONE of the following three issues to write about:

· Swamp Water In The Supply Chain: Water Pollution Caused by Apparel or Textile Manufacturing Processes

· The End of Retail's Brick & Mortar Model: Has E-Commerce Destroyed Retail as We Know It? What Will Save It?

· See-Now, Buy-Now: Fad or Future of Fashion

· Other Options: If you have another issue that you feel is equally compelling; please see me for approval on your topic.

GUIDELINES:

Your story must include relevant statistics, and data, i.e. the number of retail stores in this country have shrunk from X% since X date, etc.

 Connect the dots: link the concepts and information you have learned in this class and readings with your story content. Use examples to illustrate the problem. Use industry experts to suggest solutions or offer opinions. Industry experts can come from the Dallas manufacturing or retailing community, the media community, the relevant Cox Business School faculty, or the companies you reference. Bonus points if you are able to contact a high-level industry executive for comment, i.e. CEO of apparel company commenting on See-Now, Buy-Now. Remember: Your paper must rely on primary sources, including at least three live sources. You may not use secondary sources, such as media articles published in print or on 
line. Pay close attention to the rules under “Format for Writing Assignments” in the syllabus, and note that you must list sources and attach or provide URLs for documents you use. 
