[bookmark: _GoBack]PORTFOLIO ELEMENT NO. 5: TOPIC AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE ESSAY

This essay assignment is part 2 of the final paper and will ultimately be a revised paper copy of the final. The minimum number of words for this assignment is 700.



This essay must have the following sections:

Section 1: a real-life scenario (or an imaginary one, if you cannot find a real-life example) illustrating what the heart of gun control and the accessibility to own one, ex: strengthen mental health checks on potential owners. This is an event or a situation that shows in concrete terms the very thing you are trying to investigate. Real-life examples often carry the most weight, although an imagined scenario--if crafted well and if it is made clear that it is imaginary--can do much to draw the reader in and to illustrate the thing you are going to talk about. 


Section 2: a paragraph or two that now introduces the topic in a straightforward, literal way. Start by explaining what the topic is generally, and then go on to introduce the narrowed focus (or explain exactly what specific part of that general topic you will focus on). Define any terms you feel you need the reader to know if these terms are going to be used by you in a special or specific way. Close this section with listing the main question the research will attempt to answer. 


Section 3: Finally, in the last section, summarize at least four sources that somehow touch on the topic specifically or generally. These sources should be academic sources that have attempted to analyze or explain something about the topic. You need to see these sources as "the most important ones" so far that you have found concerning what others have said about the topic. You should always introduce each source by listing the authors and the title of the source. Then go on to explain what the main claim or purpose of that source is. If you can then provide a direct quotation of the source's thesis or one of its main supporting points, then do so. Then move on to introduce the next source. 


Section 4: Finally, underneath the written provide correct MLA entries (be sure to alphabetize them) for the sources used. 

Under this, please provide a word count.   

