ASSIGNMENT 3 = 40 marks 

This is an individual assignment. You will prepare a report on a small scale management
research project including your choice of research method(s), data collection, and analysis.

Selecting a topic for Assignment 3
You will determine a topic, then discuss it with your lecturer. Please remember that a good
topic for a research assignment must be:

_ Broad enough so that you can find sufficient amount of scholarly resources on the
topic in library databases,
_ Specific enough so that you will not feel overwhelmed with too much information, and
_ Interesting to you
Best research ideas are usually simple ones that stem from the researcher’s own experience
or observations.

Literature search
At least 10 scholarly journal articles. You may use other types of sources in addition to these
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Writing the report
Your 2,000-word report in task 1 will contain the following five main sections: abstract,
introduction, methodology, results, and conclusion. An abstract of 200 words (�}10%)
providing a concise overview of the report will precede your report of 1,800 words (�}10%).
There is no prescribed word limits for the other sections. However, you must observe the
articles you read to demonstrate a fairly balanced allocation of the 1,800 words across the
four sections. The title, section/subsection headings, in-text citations, the reference list, and
illustrations are not included in the word count.

Properly title your work. The title must indicate your task in this assignment and your topic.
Note that your lecturer’s focus will be on the quality of your work, not on the number of
words. Please be aware though that a review of more than 2,000 words may reflect a lack of
either focus or synthesis. Anything less than 1,600 words, on the other hand, probably does
not have enough substance to create a convincing argument. In either case, the mark
awarded is likely to be affected negatively.
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Your report in Assignment 3 will include a literature review section and an appendix. See ‘A
Successful Assignment: Your guide to writing Bus 8400/8500 assignments’ on p. 14.

A literature review section15 that:
o groups relevant past research according to their themes, or objectives, or
methodological approaches, or findings, or chronology
o is organised in sufficient number of internally coherent sections each of which
make up a necessary component of the research topic in line with the relevant
literature
o summarizes and critiques past research that are highly significant in the
literature and to the topic of research
o provides clear signposts that the review is organized both within and between
sections


Format for writing

Twelve font size, double-line spacing on an MS Word document. Insert page numbers in the
footer. Insert course code and student ID number in the header. No cover page! Except for
the abstract and the references sections, follow a hierarchical numbering system in main,
secondary and tertiary headings throughout the text. Do not underline any text. Do not use
quotation marks for emphasis. Illustrations (e.g., tables, charts) should follow the APA format.

Include in an appendix a copy of your instrument (with informed consent) that you designed and used for data collection.27

A successful assignment

Please note that the guide provided here is for the Assignment 3. Therefore, some parts do not apply to Assignments 1 and 2. These parts are marked and explained in footnotes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
An assignment which possesses the following features is likely to receive a high mark in the
Bus 8400/8500 paper:

_ A clear presentation of ideas/arguments with correct sentence structures, grammar,
transitions and referencing style (APA) that facilitates reading throughout the entire
text

_ A good organisation of text into appropriate sections with subsequently numbered
section headings (except for the abstract, references, and appendix)

_ A title that adequately describes the paper with the fewest words possible

_ An abstract that provides a concise overview of the entire paper by:
o stating the research objective in the correct format
o succinctly describing the methodology used in the research reported
o an overview of the key finding/s, and
o stating the most important implication of the finding/s

_ An introduction section that:
o sets the context by providing a relevant background and establishes that the
selected the area of the reported research is important
o assures the reader that the author is familiar with key research in their area by
providing a review of the literature that directly relates to the research topic
o determines and states a valid gap in the current body of knowledge (literature)
or practice, which is naturally derived from the presented review,
o paraphrases the research objective in the correct format
o justifies the research by stating theoretical and/or practical implications that
highlight the value of it
o provides an outline of the structure of the report to come

_ A literature review section15 that:
o groups relevant past research according to their themes, or objectives, or
methodological approaches, or findings, or chronology
o is organised in sufficient number of internally coherent sections each of which
make up a necessary component of the research topic in line with the relevant
literature
o summarizes and critiques past research that are highly significant in the
literature and to the topic of research
o provides clear signposts that the review is organized both within and between
sections

_ A methodology section16 that provides sufficient information, making a replication of
the conducted research possible. Such information should include:
o the location, population, and research and sampling methods used
o the sample (size and a brief description)
o instrument/s used to collect data and their technical descriptions
o procedures the research followed in chronological order
o analytical procedures employed on data

_ A results (findings) section17 that presents the findings of the research and briefly
comments on them by:
o reporting the results of each test performed on data,
o visualising data and test results in smart illustrations (following the APA)
o making a commentary for each reported result

_ A conclusion (discussion) that comments on and explains the results in a broader sense
by:
o making a reference to (not repeating) the research objective, or research
question/s, or hypothesis/-es
o providing a summary of the most important findings and comparing them with
past studies or applications by commenting on their significance
o identifies the limitations that restrict the validity and the generalizability of the
reported study
o reminds the implications of the conducted research (by paraphrasing); that is,
events, situations and/or actions that are likely to happen as a result of the
study
o provides case-specific recommendations or advice to theory, practice, or
future research on what is the best thing to do

_ A list of references in the correct APA format

_ An appendix18 at the end of the report that provides important data and supportive
material



Data collection
There will be a tutorial to equip you with the basics of designing research instruments for data
collection.28 You will use the instrument you design to collect data. Your capacity to design a
valid and practical research instrument will be marked as part of the assignment. In addition
to your learning in the tutorial, it is strongly recommended that you observe the scholarly

articles you read before attempting to design an instrument for adapting items. Such strategy
will also allow a better discussion of findings in the conclusion section of your report.

Important! While collecting data, you should get informed consents from participants. A
standard text is provided for this purpose (see course website). You will personalise some
parts in this text (such as your name and research topic) before use. For print instruments,
this text will be the first to be seen by participants’ eyes. Questions may start on the same
page and run on to the reverse side. For online instruments (by Google Documents or Survey
Monkey, for instance) you must place on the first/welcoming page this (personalised)
standard text for informed consent, nothing else! A click button on the welcoming page must
take participants to the next page where they will read and answer questions.29

Important! Keep your original/raw data until the assignment results are released. You may
be asked to provide all or part of your research data at any time during the evaluation of your
Assignment 3. If you cannot provide your research data upon such request, you will receive a
zero mark due to academic misconduct.30

Sample and sample size
You will collect data only from the students and/or staff of Whitireia Community Polytechnic,
Auckland Campus.

Important! This is a strict assignment rule on data collection set by the Faculty. Violations to
this rule will result in disciplinary action. Anyone found violating this rule will receive a zero
mark due to misconduct. This may end up in failing the entire course, given this assignment’s
weight.

The decision for sample size depends highly on the research design.
Quantitative designs that are:
_ causal, or seeking concomitant variations among variables, or associations among the
categories of 2+ variables should seek at least 30 valid responses per experimental
condition, because inferential statistics would not return reliable results with a sample
<30.

_ descriptive, should seek at least 30 valid responses.

Sample size decision for a qualitative design should:

_ be judged according to the methodological approach preferred,
_ be in line with the relevant research practice, and
_ justify the decision by referring to some earlier research with similar research
question/s, methodology, sample characteristics, or limitation/s.

Data analysis
You will utilize your prior knowledge and experience with appropriate computer software
(such as SPSS, Excel) to analyse your data.31
As an assignment standard, you will analyse data by employing a combination of univariate
(sparingly), bivariate (mostly), and multivariate analysis. Use univariate analysis (such as
frequency distribution, measures of central tendency, bar/pie charts) for describing one
variable at a time. Use bivariate and multivariate analyses, for instance, to explore differences
(using t-tests, ANOVA), odds ratios and concomitant variations (using n-way cross tables,
correlation, clustered bar charts). Use univariate analysis less, for instance, while describing
sample characteristics and reporting comparable findings.
