Response to “The Shining House”

    What does this text suggest to you about the interplay between empathy and self-interest?

[bookmark: _GoBack]    In the modern way of living, individuals are faced with different challenging situations that make life uncomfortable for them. For instance, it is possible to come across gossips about a friend that can make you unstable unless you deal with it. However, to have the capability of sustaining a long-lasting friendship or perhaps a relationship, it is always necessary to put aside the emotional feelings. Many people tend to believe there is a period when the person will be required to decide on whether to join the weak side or not. "The Shining House," a short story by Alice Munro demonstrates two different situations of whether choosing between self-interest or empathy. In this story, the narrator is offered with a choice to decide on whether to follow the community's well-being or every individual's well-being. Just like “the shining houses” i myself have been in the same situation as i lived in turkey quite a long time ago the government need space for expansion and had tried to pay us off to move out of the apartment. Even though empathy can disguise evidence of self-interest, its effectiveness is too little since the majority of people pursues self-interest which can also cover an individual's proof of empathy. Even though friendships can be terminated for the benefit of the parties involved, breaking a sincere and firm friendship is too hard. 

In the beginign, Mary had established a firm relationship with Mrs. Fullerton. She was a frequent customer to Mrs. Fullerton who had specialized in selling eggs. Every time Mary met with Mrs. Fullerton, she had an excellent opportunity to ask her about the stories that she had heard about. In fact, Mrs. Fullerton friendship offered Mary with a unique opportunity to know her well-being on top of that of the whole community. During the birthday, the demolition of Mrs. Fullerton's house was the talk of the day. Mary seemed to value Mrs. Fullerton and believed she had a right to stay in that house since she had been living in that house for more than forty years. As every person in the party pursued their self-interest, Mary did not want to associate herself with them. She opted to bring a different viewpoint that Mrs. Fullerton has been living in that house for too many years even before the majority of them were born. Despite Mary's empathy towards Mrs. Fullerton, she still indicated irrevocability of the decision to demolish Mrs. Fullerton's house. This made Mary feel uncomfortable against the gathering due to prioritization of their self-interests. However, when she was interacting with the community on other matters, Mary did not seem to be uncomfortable with the community. She believed neighbors are good people and can help each other during the time of trouble.  Mary is aware there is nothing she can presently do rather than keeping her dissatisfaction heat. She knew she was alone in the struggle and she could not have won the battle without creating a negative relationship with the neighbors. However, she did not entirely protect Mrs. Fullerton since as the argument continued, she desperately tried to think about other reasonable words than those which were used by the neighbors in the birthday party rather than defending Mrs. Fullerton fully.  Empathy is essential in bringing out the real nature of any person. Empathetic people can be easily identified from their words and from what they do or feel for others. However, as empathy brings out the reality about a person, it is easily masked by the self-interest of others. For instance, despite Mary's attempts to defend Mrs. Fullerton, her empathy was covered by the self-interests of her neighbors since she did was careful not to offend any person in the party.

During my young age, as we lived in Denizli, one of the most congested cities in turkey, my family and I experienced a similar situation to that of Mary as portrayed by Munro. Since the city does not have plenty of free space for more expansion, the majority of the privately owned properties mainly buildings where vertical rather than horizontal. In fact, within the estate that we lived in, the majority of the living apartments were more than 12 stories. The building was also relatively old compared to other building in the estate, and so the government had subjected it to reconstruction as well as upgrading into a modern apartment. As the government officials moved around the apartment convincing and compensated the tenants the cost of relocating to another condo until the reconstruction was completed, the money seemed to be insufficient to cater for the price of relocation. Even though the majority of the apartment tenants agreed to the officials' compensation plan, the heated disagreement on the amount of money for compensation brought overwhelming arguments that made a few of the tenants to refuse to relocate, accusing the government of unfair compensation. My family had another house in Istanbul where we could have gone to live even though it was far away from Denizli where my father was working. Due to this reason, we were not overwhelmingly affected like the odd man who lived the next door to us and who had established a very strong friendship with my family.  In fact, we lived like relatives despite the fact that we found him in that apartment. The old man had no children or relatives who could help him in relocating or supporting him financially so that he can comfortably transfer. Additionally, the old man had no other place to live if the reconstruction was to happen. Despite being not affected like the old man, my family decided to go against the rebuilding as well as the government's compensation plan because of the empathetic feeling that we had towards the old man. My family's decision to go against this reconstruction resulted in a very uncomfortable period in our lives between the others who wanted change. Due to this challenges, my dad was forced to fly us to Canada. However, he was left behind fighting against the reconstruction. Fortunately, the restoration did not take place and the old man was not affected as it would have been if it had taken place. This experience helped us in realizing that empathy for someone requires sacrifice and it is not easy to go against the majority of the people. However, the majority should always unite to defend the weak and the minority.

Empathy, despite being perceived as unnecessary by the majority of people is very important in bringing changes during the unfair situations which the weak are subjected to. However, the empathy can be covered by individuals seeking self-interests. As Mary, in the short story "Shining house" was faced with a challenging decision to defend Mrs. Fullerton, my family tried just like Mary in overcoming the self-interests of the majority. Additionally, most of the changes begin from an empathetic point of view and builds up slowly as people became aware of the situation. We need to be empathetic to one another which can only be achieved through disregarding our self-interests and focusing on empathy. Despite how little empathy can be; it might be what is required to bring the necessary change in our society.

