What is the one definitive trait that separates those who are able to succeed in their lives and achieve their personal goals and desires from those who simply accept their fate, never rising above what is expected of them? Can such juxtaposed realities even share a common trait? In truth, the root of the difference between those who surpass themselves and those who simply give in to society’s firm hold all comes down to ambition: one’s own motivation to advance above and beyond what is generally expected of them. The nameless protagonist from Bob Hicok “Prodigal” clearly exemplifies these traits of ambition in that he is associated with success and ambition in several different ways, and he is able to use his own ambitions as motivation to the point where others are envious of his profound successes. I believe that in the history of our society, ambition has been demonstrated predominantly by those who have immigrated to Canada in search of a better life for themselves and for future generations, for while their ambition causes them to face adversity and hardship for a time, they are able to then progress and utilize this ambition to better themselves and others, primarily their families, as a direct result. Both “Prodigal” and immigrants within society demonstrate the fact that one’s ambition can completely reshape the future for the motivated individual as well as those around them as they succeed and prosper as a consequence of surpassing their predisposed boundaries within society.

One’s ambition enables them to surpass the expectations placed upon them, and in doing so, have a definitively positive impact on themselves through personal success, and others through a mixture of inspiration and envy. In “Prodigal,” Hicok characterizes the protagonist as someone who is extremely ambitioned, motivated to the point that he could “attack the world with [their] ambition,” and “leave wanting the world and return carrying it.” The repeated use of the protagonist being able to take on the world demonstrates how they are essentially able to achieve any desire they dream of simply by wanting it badly enough. While this may be a hyperbole, the important aspect of why the protagonist is assumed to be powerful and successful as a result of their ambition lies in the fact that the image they now hold was not always a reality. The extent of the impact of ambition on the ambitioned individual is revealed when this characterization of success is followed by a reminder that the protagonist was “born a clodhopper, a farmer's kid,” an obsolete image which strongly contrasts their current description. This transition to success and money from the societal boundaries associated with being born a farmer's boy in combination with the constant references to motivation and ambition purposefully imply that the protagonist’s success was a direct result of his ambition. This implication is also supported by the fact that the protagonist is motivated by his predisposed boundaries, evident when he “[aims his] eyes down the road,” meaning he aspires to be something greater than the apparent limit bestowed upon him at birth, in the face of a corn field “so high that if you stood in [it] you’d disappear,” reflecting the idea that if he had not been motivated and had simply stood in place without making any ambitious moves, he simply would have been swallowed by the corn field, representative of a lack of success and growth. By being extremely ambitious, he is able to move past the corn field and into the city and the world, which has an impact on his in that he is able to find personal success as a result of his motivation, and others, in that his success both changes society's preconceived notion of the limits of a “farmer’s kid,” and even makes others envious to an extent, as their “red faces” of envy could then in turn become their motivation to find their own success. In utilizing his ambition, the protagonist is able to change his life for the better, and bring inspiration to others.

Ambition can lead one to overcome the obstacles within their lives by allowing individuals the opportunity to move beyond what they thought to be the extent of their potential, thus reshaping their life and the lives of future generations for the better. Just as the “Prodigal” protagonist is able to change his fate and as an extension his identity from simply a farmer’s kid to a true success, people in the real world have been and continue to do the same by immigrating and improving both their lives and their family’s lives. Immigrants require extreme amounts of ambition and courage in order to leave their home country to advance to a better place. After growing up being told that they only have so much potential or that they can only do a certain kind of work, they seek their own potential in the form of a ship or a plane, and must abandon all they have and all they know in an attempt to reshape themselves. Rather than simply standing still and being swallowed by the wheat fields in their own lives, immigrants set off down their own road, a task which clearly requires great ambition. While they must face adversity in finding jobs, homes, and essentially rebuilding their lives from the ground up, the implications of immigrating are a promise of a better future for both oneself and the future generations of one’s family. This unbeatable promise provides a clear motivation for those who relocate in attempts to find success, and by finding their own success, immigrants are able to surpass the restrictions placed upon them as a result of their birthplace, and are able to wave back at the “red faces” of those left behind in their homeland with too little ambition to forge their own path, demonstrating that they have found success and have surpassed the expectations placed upon them. Since it seems that the family of the protagonist still remains farmers in “Prodigal” and just as the protagonist changes, as opposed to success for both individuals and their families usually being a key motive in immigration, a difference between the journey of an immigrant and the journey of the protagonist can be noted. However, these journeys also have many similarities in that in the end, both groups are just individuals who look beyond the scope of the life seemingly provided for them, and see a bigger, better end goal in mind. By embarking on their “first flight,” both parties demonstrate that ambition can completely change one’s life, and the lives of others by finding success and surpassing convention through motivation and inspiration, a profoundly impactful end result, to say the least. 

By possessing ambition, an individual is able to alter their own future as well as the future of their family, an important concept reflected in both “Prodigal” and those who immigrate in an attempt to better their lives. In finding personal success, these individuals are able to surpass the predisposed notions that they are limited or constrained within society. By seeking their own paths and forging their own success, these individuals are able to have profound impacts on themselves and others through betterment for both the ambitioned individual and those who are inspired and affected by them. This improvement is a direct result of individual ambition. Individuals are able to better their own lives as well as the future generations of their family in the future because they take action while ambitioned, and this action is most commonly in the form of leaving one’s home and searching for a new place, be it the big city in “Prodigal,” or a new and promising land for immigrants. The most important result is that individuals are able to exceed the expectations associated with their birth, and advance toward something greater for both themselves and those around them. 
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