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A central component of your writing in sociology will be the completion of a research project that examines an important topic, issue, or process related to food, hunger, and inequality. You are free to focus on the Great Irish Famine itself or use your experience in Ireland to connect with some other contemporary or historical consideration with regard to food or hunger/food insecurity. The paper can be a critical literature review that offers directions for research or a better understanding of theory, a more specific and detailed research proposal, policy paper, case study, or other appropriate exploration. Do not view the project as a mere “term paper” but instead a first or continued step of an attempt to contribute original scholarship to research on food, hunger, and inequality as it relates to your academic and professional goals. You should therefore model the project to serve as means to explore a topic in preparation for something even bigger in the future! 
You will work closely with me and a writing partner (or partners) in completing your project, garnering feedback along each step of the research process. A brief 1 page statement of topic and a couple of potential sources is due electronically on March 30 after we return from Ireland. I encourage you to discuss potential topics with me prior to this date or during our travels. A detailed outline and bibliography for the paper is due by April 13. The completed paper is due electronically at 11:59 p.m. on May 2. The paper should be double-spaced, and be approximately 8-10 pages in length (15-20 pages for graduate students), excluding references, figures, or tables that you feel are necessary. Suggested length is just a guideline so do the best you can relative to the topic you choose and information you have at your disposal. 
Please use one-inch margins all around and a reasonable font. Papers should have a title page that contains your name, date, and title of the paper as well as a bibliography at the end. If you are not familiar with or currently use a standard citation method (APA, Chicago Manual of Style, MLA, etc.) please refer to the American Sociological Association Style Guide or recent issues of American Sociological Review for bibliographic format and appropriate method of citation in the text of the paper. An older version of the style guide is available in the reference section on the second floor of Alden Library (call number HM586 .A54 1997x). In addition, the Purdue University Online Writing Lab summarizes the ASA formatting style at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/583/01/. 
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