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Topic: Could the Irish famine have been prevented? I will explore the question of whether the Irish famine was a true famine or whether it was a genocide perpetrated by the British. I will examine both sides of the argument and research British policies at the time of the famine that attributed to hardship, as well as the blight and its overall impact on the food systems of Ireland at the time. There will be a contrast of man-made circumstances (politics, laws, British landownership, poverty) and unavoidable circumstances (the blight, geographical conditions, etc.). I will also compare the Irish famine to other famines or instances of rampant hunger to find similarities between the conditions that give rise to famines. I will use theories by scholars of the Irish famine to support by argument. 

Outline:

I. Thesis
a. The Irish famine was exacerbated by the circumstances created by British politics.
II. Introduction 
a. Ireland prior to the famine
i. Potato a staple of their meals
ii. No industry, not industrialized 
III. What is a famine? 
i. Famine is a natural disaster that no one could have prevented.
1. The potato blight was devastating, especially to Ireland because the potato was a staple of their meals
ii. Theories about famines 
1. Amatrya Sen: Every famine ever made was the result of man-made causes 
2. Contrasting theory

IV. What is a genocide?
i. Genocide implies intent 
1. English did not have clear intent, but created conditions that made a food shortage into a deathly famine.
V. Politics of the famine
a. British landownership 
b. Economics
i. Bad, unstable, and corrupt political and economic system 
VI. Consequences of Politics and food security 
a. Population loss
b. Mass emigration
c. Irish diaspora 
VII. Conclusion
a. Regardless of intent, the English government created a devastating, apathetic situation that created massive loss of human life that could easily be seen as negligence nearing malfeasance. 
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