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This particular article from The Harvard Law Review offers the United States Constitution’s relationship to the general role of diversity in democracy. It describes the Framers’ greater trust in plurality rather than solidarity. Hence, why federalism grants power to all fifty states through state constitutions. Also, why the executive, judicial, and legislative branches are present and then further subdivided in Congress to promote a wider range of voice. 

The work offers a divergence-oriented approach suggesting individuals and institutions benefit in some way if they represent as many diverse viewpoints as possible including racially. Here, the author recognizes Supreme Court responses to integrationist programs attempted by school district reminding that the Constitution allows limited support to systematic efforts with some exception to higher education. The convergence approach articulates integration efforts as something that benefits society as a whole, thus where interests of different groups converge. The divergence approach bets on the diverging of distinct groups’ interests where one must prevail. 

This writing is applicable to my paper considering that it exemplifies integration from inspiring human solidarity to securing allegiance of alienated outsiders through doctrine. In my paper it can support the objectives of the Constitution and systematic efforts while acknowledging the benefits of diversity in democracy. 
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This writing delves into history before and after the decision of Brown. Prior to the case,  Topeka is said to be staffed with well educated African American teachers. Those of which held more masters degrees comparing to educators in Topeka’s white schools. The same schools in the community were also well funded and respected. However, after the Brown decision was made, several well qualified African American teachers in the community’s black schools lost their jobs. When the change went into effect, the African American students lost their well trusted mentors. 

The article continues to articulate that todays education system reflects highly that of the past. In the year 2000, only fourteen percent of educators were people of color. The work places suggestion on desegregation efforts having the education of “racial minorities” moving from superior to inferior after Brown. That is because after losing educators of color, the community shifted from homogeneously African American to heterogeneous and outside of community boundaries. 

This paper is of benefit to my own work because it serves as a pedestal for the players which may be opposed to integration efforts. It supports their arguments of losing a specific community trust, establishment and identity for the purposes of a system that is to contain “fairness” whether it may be socially, economically or even racially. 
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This work focuses on the tripling trends of school segregation by both race and class from 1990s to the 2000s. It is explained to be a choice of residence and choice of school that is made by parents. The perspective is evident being that parents actually have the choice on where to send their children to school as opposed to the structure being a result failed policies. 

The paper then goes on to elaborate that a crucial point is to define the meaning of segregation when it comes to school structure. With that meaning, it is valuable to try and identify a measure for segregation that is designated to define a relationship between policy decisions and segregation. 



