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2000PSY Lab Report Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How many references do I need? 
You will not be allocated grades for the number of references you cite in your assignment. It is more important 
to appropriately acknowledge your source, than to have a large number of references. For your critique of the 
internal validity, reliability, and design of the Tong, Van Der Heide, Langwell, and Walther (2008) study, you 
may like to reference the Morling textbook. To formulate your hypotheses and write the Introduction, you 
should use the Tong, Van Der Heide, Langwell, and Walther (2008) article but you are not expected to source 
more than 2-4 additional articles (i.e., minimum of 4 references). Remember that you must always reference 
your source – marks may be deducted for unreferenced material.  
 
How do I find references? 
You can start by looking through the reference list of the Tong, Van Der Heide, Langwell, and Walther (2008) 
article to identify any relevant papers. You can also visit the Griffith University Library webpage, and search 
the PsycINFO or ProQuest databases (http://libraryguides.griffith.edu.au/psychology) using relevant 
keywords. 
 
How many hypotheses do I need? 
As a rough guide, ensure that you provide at least 1 hypothesis for each of the stated research questions (i.e., 
4 hypotheses in total). Please note: for research question 1 you can provide a hypothesis, OR state that this is 
an exploratory analysis and therefore provide no hypothesis. The number of hypotheses is not as important as 
making sure you clearly state the expected group differences and the expected direction of these differences. 
It is ok if you choose to provide more than 4 hypotheses (i.e., you can provide a hypothesis for each contrast) 
but try to be concise and avoid redundancy. Make sure also that any hypothesis you provide (a) directly 
addresses the research questions, and (b) is testable with the analysis you are conducting.  
 
Do I have to restate the IV and DV’s in my report even though they’ve already been provided in the 
assignment documents? 
Yes.  
 
Probabilities for checking of assumptions versus testing of hypotheses? 
You can use an alpha level of .05 for both checking of the assumptions (e.g., homogeneity of variance and 
normality) and for the significance testing of the main hypotheses (e.g., F statistic). If you run orthogonal 
contrasts, a p-value of .05 can also be used when interpreting the resulting output. 
 
What do I do about outliers? 
If you find any outliers in your dependent variables, you should retain the outlier in the data set - do not delete 
it. Ensure to describe the outliers (i.e., what group the participants were from, were they a high or low outlier 
etc) in the statistical analysis section of your report. You only need to describe outliers for the dependent 
variables, and not for the demographic variables (e.g., age).  
 
p-values? 
When you calculate a statistic and it shows p = .000 you report this in your results section as p < .001. In all 
other circumstances, try to report the exact probability value. So, if you calculate an F statistic and the 
significance of the statistic in the ANOVA summary table = .01, you should report this as p = .01 rather than p 
< .05. You will find many instances in older journal articles in which the latter is done. This is mainly because 
of the way things were done “in the old days”.  
 
Calculating Effect size? 
You must report effect size for each of the main statistical analyses you run (i.e., ANOVA/contrasts) but not for 
the assumption testing. You can use different measures of effect size (e.g., eta squared for the overall main 
effect, and r for contrasts). Use the ANOVA summary table to get the values to calculate eta squared (η2).  

 

 
 
For r, you will need the t-statistic and df for the relevant contrast. 

http://libraryguides.griffith.edu.au/psychology
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For extra information regarding effect size, see the Lecture 4 slides on Learning@Griffith. 
 
How do I report descriptive and inferential statistics in APA style? 
Reporting examples for the assumption testing, the main effect for the one-way ANOVA, and the contrasts are 
provided in the lecture slides for this course. However, additional material is also available in the REDBOOK 
(available through Learning@Griffith or at this webpage: https://redbook.org.au).    
 
Rounding? 
Round to 2 decimal places where possible (e.g., when reporting the F statistic and the descriptive statistics). 
The exception would be the probability value where you can go to more decimal places to ensure accuracy 
(e.g., p = .003). 
 
I’m running contrasts; do I need to calculate new grouped/chunked means? 
No. You are only expected to report the M and SD for each of the 5 groups separately. If you decide to run a 
contrast that chunks multiple groups together, you do not need to calculate a new mean (or standard 
deviation) for this “chunk”. You can do this if you choose to though, as it may help you interpret your results. 
 
Can I include a Figure? 
No. The assignment guidelines request that you provide a Table showing the M and SD across all 5 
experimental groups for both dependent variables – marks will be allocated for the Table you provide. If you 
choose to also display this descriptive information in a Figure, this would constitute repetition of statistical 
information and marks may be deducted. 
 
How do I print output from SPSS? 
There might be times when you want to print your SPSS output, rather than just looking at it on the computer 
screen. Printing from SPSS is a bit of a pain. Sometimes it will print out in A3 sheets or not print out tables 
that go over the margins of the page. Here are some tips: 

 Try exporting the output to an MS Word or MS Excel document and print from that. Go to File→Export 
to do this. You can also right click the table in your output and select “Copy As” and either excel sheet 
or plain text (which can be copied into excel). 

 Try setting the printer options to "shrink to page" before printing. 

 Set the printer options to "two sheets per page" before printing. As long as the text is still readable 
(not microscopic) you can save paper. 

 
I don’t have SPSS at home!? 
Don’t worry, most people don’t. You will need to conduct your analyses while at university. The computer 
laboratories at Griffith have SPSS. Here’s a tip. Save your output into a format that you can read on your 
computer at home. This could be PDF format or MS Word or MS Excel format. To do this, use the File menu 
on the Output window and select Export. The dialogue box will allow you to specify the type of format to 
export the output to. 
 
If you are interested in purchasing a subscription to SPSS for $40 so that you do have it on a home computer 
you can do this through the University.  Details about the process you need to follow are included at the 
following web address: 
 
http://www.hearne.software/Software/SPSS-for-Griffith-University-
Students/Pricing?product=SPSS%20for%20Griffith%20University%20Students&currency=AUD&region=AU&v
ersion=SPSS+for+Griffith+University+Students+v+24&class=Student&platform= 
 
What is counted in the word limit? 
Everything new that you add to the Template document is counted in the word limit (including your Abstract 
and Table of descriptive statistics) with the exception of the cover page, title page and the references. To work 
out how many words this is, see the next question.  

https://redbook.org.au/
http://www.hearne.software/Software/SPSS-for-Griffith-University-Students/Pricing?product=SPSS%20for%20Griffith%20University%20Students&currency=AUD&region=AU&version=SPSS+for+Griffith+University+Students+v+24&class=Student&platform
http://www.hearne.software/Software/SPSS-for-Griffith-University-Students/Pricing?product=SPSS%20for%20Griffith%20University%20Students&currency=AUD&region=AU&version=SPSS+for+Griffith+University+Students+v+24&class=Student&platform
http://www.hearne.software/Software/SPSS-for-Griffith-University-Students/Pricing?product=SPSS%20for%20Griffith%20University%20Students&currency=AUD&region=AU&version=SPSS+for+Griffith+University+Students+v+24&class=Student&platform
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How do you calculate the number of words in the report?  
For your completed assignment, do a word count. From that value, subtract the amount of words in the 
original document, plus any words you used in the title page and references. The result is the amount of 
words you added to the report. 
 
 
What if you are over the word limit? 
Details about the penalty for assignments that exceed the word limit are included in the Health Writing and 
Reference Guide on Learning@Griffith. The guide states that assignments that go over the stated word limit 
will be penalised, with the marker ceasing to read your assignment once the word count has been reached. 
Note that there is no ±10% leniency; any content beyond the allocated word limit will not be marked. 
 
How many words should I use in each section of the report? 
There is no correct answer to this question. The best thing to do would be to check the marking criteria as this 
will give you a breakdown of the marks allocated to each section (i.e., the majority of the marks allocated in 
the Introduction section is for the critical analysis). Try not to use up too many words early in your report as 
you may not have enough remaining at the end to write a good Discussion section. 
 
What edition of the APA manual are we using? 
We use the 6th edition. Marks will be allocated for APA formatting, in-text referencing, the reference list and 
your general writing style.  
 
Can I view an example lab report from a previous year? 
There is an example lab report provided in the REDBOOK. The REDBOOK is available through 
Learning@Griffith or at this webpage: https://redbook.org.au.  
 
What happens if I submit my assignment late? 
Information about late submission of assignments is available in the Course Profile on Learning@Griffith. 
 
 

https://redbook.org.au/

