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ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
308BMS Medical Microbiology.  2017-2018. 
 
ASSESSMENT COMPONENT: Coursework. Individual Poster  
 
Details of Assignment: 
 
Individual Poster 
  
You are required to produce an individual poster, presented in a scientific 
style which will require “in-depth” study of a topic in pathogenicity or 
epidemiology. You are allocated a specific microbial pathogen and YOU 
must decide on your specific topic in virulence or epidemiology. The 
poster content is to be based on a number of recent journal articles, to 
demonstrate your critical appraisal of data and ability to assimilate 
information from different sources, and to present your work in this 
scientific format.  The data must come from 2 recent journal articles. 
(You will also need to incorporate other sources within the introduction and 
discussion sections of the poster).  
Each student must produce their own poster on an individual topic. (A 
group of students will have the same microbe).  
Hence the poster is to include:  

 analysis of a selected aspect of EITHER human microbial 
pathogenicity/virulence OR human microbial disease 
epidemiology/outbreaks 

 analysis and Comparison of data 

 incorporation of current literature 
The allocation to microbes is listed on Moodle. (A group of students will have 
the same microbe). 
 
Each student must produce their own poster on an individual topic  
 

Specific information on how to go about preparing your poster will be 
given during the introductory session, given in the lecture on 28th 
February 2018 including a Powerpoint™ presentation on the poster 
format and how you should go about selecting your own chosen topic 
area and the 2 primary journal reference papers for the data. (Copies on 
of the Powerpoints 308BMS Moodle site). 
The poster needs to be presented in a suitable manner to allow the key 
points of the poster to be understood within 5 minutes of looking at the 
poster. The poster must be on one side (Powerpoint slide), with the main 
points in bullet points/key words, short sections, etc. with comparison of 
data. 

 
 
Mapping to Module and Course Learning Outcomes 
 

The intended learning outcomes are that on completion of this module 
the student should be able to: 
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1. Evaluate and discuss the molecular detail and epidemiology of 
microbial pathogens. 

2. Critically review published scientific information.  
3. Communicate effectively using an informed, reasoned and critical 

approach.  

This coursework relates to learning outcomes 1,2,3 
 
 
Expected Student Effort Hours 
 
Students are expected to spend around 30-40 hours on this piece of 
coursework in total.  
 
Word Limit  
 
The nature of this assessment is such that a word limit is not applicable. You 
need to consider your poster layout, ensuring that it is in the format of a scientific 
poster with the main points in bullet points/key words, short sections, etc. with 
comparison of data. 
SECTION FORMAT guidelines (provided as part of the introductory 
information).  
Title: of YOUR topic but not the title of a published paper (e.g. Adhesion 

of….    Epidemiology of ….. Intracellular survival of ….) 
Your name (as the author) 
Introduction: Background [space allocation: 15% of poster content]. This 

should introduce the disease and microbe/organism, focussing on topic 
area. 

Main section [space allocation: 70% of poster content]. This should  
Integrate material/data from journal papers & other sources. This will 
need to contain results and discussion (comparisons, significance, 
incorporation of some wider literature etc.). Remember the text, some 
indication of methods, highlighting aspects, labelling diagrams/photos 
(arrows, text alongside images, etc.). It must be clear how the data have 
come from multiple journal papers 

Summary: [space allocation: 15% of poster content]. Finally summarise  
 topic. 
References: These must be in the CU Harvard format, both cited correctly  

within text and correctly formatted at end. (Note: these are usually 
presented in a smaller font than the general text.  

 
 
Your poster MUST CONTAIN DATA (as graphs, tables etc.) and it 
REQUIRES COMPARISON OF DATA FROM 2 PAPERS.  (You will probably 
need to select particular data from each paper). These sources (on your 
allocated pathogen – pathogenicity/virulence factor or epidemiology, i.e. 
a specific “topic”) must be published in the last 10 years. Use the Library 
and/or on-line. The more recent the better. They must be full journal 
research papers, not a review article, not an abstract, and from a textbook. 
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The 2 papers must NOT be by the same authors and must NOT be from 
the same research group/institution. 
For further details see the Poster Introductory presentation Powerpoint slides 
on Moodle. 
 
 
Please note that Turnitin™ will compare your work with material from the Web 
and from submissions from other students. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT 
YOU DO NOT CUT AND PASTE OR COPY MATERIAL FROM THE WEB OR 
OTHER SOURCES, ALWAYS PUT THE MATERIAL INTO YOUR OWN 
WORDS. For this poster, you may reproduce and insert some images, figures 
and/or tables from source texts, and they must be correctly acknowledged 
and utilised appropriately. Text must be written yourself (this includes 
figure legends). You must not copy extensive figure legend text. All figure 
sources must be referenced and if adapted by yourself, referenced as “adapted 
from ….(source/s)”.     
 
Consider the space weighting for these sections and the guidance given in the 
mark section. We should not have to remind you at this stage of the 
importance of writing in your own words - do not copy from other published 
work or each other as this is plagiarism. 
 
 
Submission Requirements 
 
You are required to submit your work via the Turnitin link on the 308BMS 
Moodle site as a pdf file. 
 
Submission Deadline 
 
30th April 2018 at 6pm.  
 
Help and Support 
 
You can expect to obtain help and support via the following means:  
 
1. Guidance will be given concerning requirements for poster content and 

presentation.  
2. The assessment will be discussed in an introductory session on 

Wednesday 28th February 2018 (and Powerpoints posted onto Moodle). 
3. Students can speak briefly to a module leader or member of the module 

team in taught classes (such as lectures and workshops) and academic 
surgery sessions to ask specific questions about coursework items, 
examinations or any other issue related to that module.  

4. Moodle discussion forum FAQs; students can post questions and 
discussion, which will be monitored and responses posted. 

5. Students should not normally email coursework item questions to a 
lecturer. 
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Please note that if you are unable to submit coursework or attend an 
assessment e.g. test, examination, presentation or assessed laboratory 
session you may be eligible to apply for an extension or a deferral.  
Please refer to the Extenuating Circumstances guidance for students at 
the following link: 
https://share.coventry.ac.uk/students/Registry/Pages/Deferrals-and-
Extension.aspx 

Deferral or Extension requests must be made before the due date of the 

assignment and must be accompanied by appropriate evidence. 

 
Late or non-submission of CW  
 
Normal penalties for late/ non-submission apply: 

 Work that is submitted late, without an extension or deferral having 

been granted, will receive a mark of ZERO (students will normally be 

eligible for a resit attempt). 

 Work that is not submitted or exams not attended will be recorded as 

Absent (ABS) (students may not be permitted a resit attempt). 

 

Plagiarism and Cheating  
 
The University takes very seriously any attempt to cheat in coursework or 
examinations by any student and if a case is proven this can result in expulsion 
from the University.  Cheating refers to plagiarism, collusion, taking 
unauthorised materials into an examination (this list is not exhaustive). Please 
refer to the essential information within your Student Handbook.  
 
Self-plagiarism or reuse of work previously submitted 
You must not submit work for assessment that you have already submitted 
(partially or in full), either for your current course or for another qualification of 
this university, unless this is specifically provided for in your assignment brief 
or specific course or module information. Where earlier work by you is citable, 
i.e. it has already been published/submitted, you must reference it 
clearly. Identical pieces of work submitted concurrently will also be 
considered to be self-plagiarism. 
Self-plagiarism is unacceptable because you cannot gain credit for the same 
work twice. 
 
 
Referencing 
  
Coventry University have adopted the Harvard Referencing System as the 
standard format for citations and references. There is a Centre for Academic 
Writing (located next to the library, also see the links on Moodle) which can 
provide detailed support on the Harvard System. There is also a useful 
reference guide on the Harvard Style that we advise you to download and keep. 
This can be found at: 
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Library/Pages/Home.aspx 

https://share.coventry.ac.uk/students/Registry/Pages/Deferrals-and-Extension.aspx
https://share.coventry.ac.uk/students/Registry/Pages/Deferrals-and-Extension.aspx
https://students.coventry.ac.uk/Library/Pages/Home.aspx
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Marks release, Return of work and Feedback 
 
All marks released are subject to final Assessment Board decisions and are 
therefore provisional until after the Board sits. 
 
Marks will be released on 16/5/18 and marks can be accessed via Moodle 
Gradebook 
 
Feedback will be provided on Moodle via written comments on your poster script 
and an overall summary.  
 
 
Marking Scheme and Grade Criteria 
 
POSTER ASSESSMENT AND INDICATION OF KEY POINTS NEEDED 
FOR EACH OF THE CRITERIA 
% values provide an indication only of the relative contribution of the 
different aspects of the poster. Obviously many aspects are inter-
related. 
 

Poster presentation  (40%)  

Visual appearance Visually attractive, suitable 
weighting of sections, use of space, 
font size, clarity of figures, tables. 

Appropriate format Clear title, authors, brief 
introduction and summary, focus 
on results and interpretation, ease 
of flow 

Standard of Scientific English Spelling, grammar, succinct 
sentence construction, appropriate 
and correct scientific terminology 

Correct Referencing Listed correctly within poster and at 
the end using CUHarvard format 

  

Poster content  (60%)  

Selection of content Suitable and coherent 

Introduction and background Concise background to pathogen 
and aspect, focusses on topic area 

Explanatory text Integrated, critical appreciation and 
comparisons 

Presentation of data Clear description and reference to 
data from multiple sources, 

Discussion/summary Succinct summary of findings and 
relation to body of knowledge 

 
 


