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Lisa (Pseudonym)



Start participating in team sport at five. 
Really enjoy playing
Play football and soccer. 







[bookmark: _GoBack]Started auskick 


Interviewer: So I’ll just get you to start of by telling me a little bit about yourself.

Lisa: My name is Lisa. I’m 23 years old, turning 24. I’m studying a business degree, I’ve been playing team sports since I was maybe five… for as long as I can remember, and I have always really enjoyed it. I’m playing football at the moment, but I also used to play soccer.

Interviewer: You were saying that you’ve played through your whole life, so it’s just been consistent? 

Lisa: I started auskick when I was as young as I can remember and then I moved to a rural town. So I lived in a tiny town and there wasn’t enough kids to make many teams but there would always be things on. Events like sports events… things like soccer on Wednesdays and then footy on Thursdays and stuff and I would go down to play, but I didn’t actually play in a team but I would always be doing some sort of sport pretty much throughout my whole life. Yeah so it has been pretty consistent.

Interviewer: Yeah cool. We’re interested in asking people what is a popular sport for people to play in Australia? 

Lisa: To me for girls I guess it’s a bit different. For girls first things that come to mind for me are soccer because I used to play soccer but thinking about it that might not be the most popular one. Maybe like netball or basketball I guess would be more popular for girls but for me its been soccer and footy and cricket a little bit as well, but not as much. Yeah what is the most popular sport for girls in Australia? Would it be netball? 

Interviewer: I honestly wouldn’t know, I haven’t checked the stats.

Lisa: Yeah well for me, soccer definitely would be one of the more popular ones.

Interviewer: So you were saying that’s for girls, how about guys?

Lisa: For boys… Aussie rules as well. Cricket, soccer, maybe rugby as well. 

Interviewer: So you sort of noted that there was a distinction between girls and boys. Why do you think there is a distinction?

Lisa: I guess just because of the culture around it. You know when you think of footy, you don’t really think of girls playing football, you think more of the AFL and boys ‘cause there are so many more opportunities for them I guess. Whereas for girls, it’s just starting. They are just starting to develop an AFL for women as well but the boys it’s been around for so long and I guess like when you think of typical Aussie sports, you think of the boys playing footy and the girls playing netball or something like that. So I guess it’s of how I’ve been brought up maybe. Just because of typical Australian culture I guess. 

Interviewer: So you were saying that there are more opportunities for guys, was that just in the sense that…. So is it just in terms of the accessibility to it? 

Lisa: Yeah I guess. Like for the boys as well you can start from Auskick and as soon as you’re too old for Auskick you can go straight into a boys team, whereas for girls, girls can do Auskick right but then there’s no real kind of clubs for girls until they get ‘till about 15 I think and then they can start playing youth girls. Whereas… so there’s that massive gap, that age gap right, whereas boys can play footy their entire lives and develop their skills and get really good. Whereas girls are kind of stuck in that they can’t do that because there’s just not enough teams available for them. I mean hopefully one day there will be but at the moment… Like, that was with me as well, I came back from the town… I think I was 12 and I wanted to join a footy team straight away because I love football but I couldn’t because there was none available so I switched and I started playing soccer. Because there was soccer teams for girls but not footy teams. So I guess… and they have more opportunity for progression and stuff. There’s more money put into boys football teams and the AFLW and the AFL as well. Whereas girls, I mean even though there are clubs... I play for Green Hill which is a AFLW side but the amount of funding that we get compared to the amount of funding the boys get is like… there’s not even a comparison.

Interviewer: That would be really frustrating to be really into something and not be able to continue it.

Lisa: And I think it is frustrating. I have a few friends that are on state teams and stuff and they just don’t get anywhere near the recognition the boys do. I can understand why because I guess it’s kind of cemented in culture all over the world for so long that more people want to watch men play sport because I guess they are more athletic. I understand it, I’m not bitter about it or anything. I guess it’s just sort of how it’s come about. But it can be pretty frustrating for a lot of girls.

Interviewer: So we were talking about what’s a popular sport for people to play, but how about a popular sport for people to watch in Australia?

Lisa: Definitely football, definitely football. I work at [retail store] and if the footy’s on, it’s quiet. Like you don’t have customers coming through like it is… I remember reading something about you know Aussie rules being the most watched sport per capita in the world. So I guess Australians are really into football. 

Interviewer: Could you describe the typical person who watches footy?

Lisa: Um, my uncle comes to mind because he bleeds the Eagles. He’s got tickets, he’s a member to every game and he goes to all the games. And you think of the typical supporters, I do predominantly think of men. Men that are quite rough I guess. Holding a beer and are down at the footy. My brother is the same. He’s a real footy boy and he’s just like bit of a bogan maybe. That kind of stereotype comes to mind I guess. Which is strange, because I know that not all the fans are like that, but that’s what comes to mind first. 

Interviewer: You were saying… What is it about AFL that makes it the most popular?

Lisa: Well it’s exciting. It’s a fun sport to watch. Compared to cricket which is pretty slow and soccer where there’s… like you know you can have a whole game and no one’s scoring a goal. It’s fast and it’s a high scoring game and there’s a lot of skill involved and it’s a very unique kind of skill set as well. I went to the UK on exchange and I tried to teach the girls over there how to play and they just couldn’t... like it was unlike anything they had seen before. It’s so unique to Australian culture and I think that it’s… well I think it’s just a fun game to watch. It’s physical and it’s exciting and a lot of aggression involved which I guess is entertaining. I was watching the Derby yesterday and they were all getting stuck into each other and it’s kind of exciting to watch. I think it’s just a really exciting game to be honest. 

Interviewer: So how would you describe a sporting hero? 

Lisa: I think a sporting hero is not only obviously good but also someone who manages to keep their cool in situations where they’re being challenged or if they’re being wound up a bit someone’s who manages to stay focussed on the game instead of letting all of the things get to them. And also just being a good sport and not chucking a tantrum if something doesn’t go your way. I can’t really think of anyone. Well the first person who comes to mind for me is Matthew Pavlich but I don’t know that much about him. I don’t know why he comes to mind. I guess because he’s been around for so long. But yeah, someone who’s not a dickhead, you know? Can keep their cool and still be a good guy or girl, you know?

Interviewer: How about a sport star?

Lisa: At the moment Nat Fyfe comes to mind ‘cause he’s all over the news and everything and he’s only young. And I guess my brother is kind of obsessed with him as well. For Western Australia, he’s the guy at the moment. But he… I mean he’s amazing. He’s super impressive and stuff but he’s not very good at keeping his cool. I guess people kind of put him on that pedestal when really you look at people like… I don’t know, like other people who manage to keep their cool. I mean there’s girls on my team who are… there’s one girl on my team her name is [Name], and she is an absolute star. She is always composed on the ball and she gets heckled by other team members and she just laughs it off. She just doesn’t get … she doesn’t let it get to her. I think that’s really important. 

Interviewer: So it sounds like there’s not a big distinction between a hero and a sport star. It’s more that if they can keep composed in stressful situations. 

Lisa: Yeah, that’s impressive you know… than just being able to get you know ten goals in a game but then you turn around and you nudge the other guy like you do that. I think that’s more important. Being composed is more important. 

Interviewer: Yeah, cool. How do you see sport and sports participation represented by media within Australia?

Lisa: Very one sided towards males again. Like I mean Australia won the netball world cup yesterday and all anyone could talk about was the derby. Which is fair enough but at the same time, you can’t help but notice it when you are a girl. And I find it funny as well. I was reading the paper the other day, I picked it up and on the front there was a picture of a footy player. I was like “Oh, this must be the sport section” so I turned it around… it’s like no, that was actually the front cover and there’s a lot of… I guess West Australian media is quite sports focussed, maybe just at the moment with finals and stuff coming up, but I just find it so funny there’s a section in the newspaper dedicated to sport, but still sport was on the front cover. I guess that says something what people in Australia are interested in and the cover that it gets in the media, it’s very, very prominent.  And everyone is always talking about the footy and what was on the news, or what was on the paper about it you know. So I guess it is very highly covered, especially football. 

Interviewer: You were saying the netball win was sort of drowned out by the derby. Is that something you see often?
Lisa: I guess so, I guess more people watch footy than watch women play netball. So I guess that can’t really be helped. It’s always going to happen. But I know that some people would get frustrated about it. Especially if you’re a netball player. 

Interviewer: I guess…could you describe the typical thing that you would see in the paper? Like the thing you saw on the front page for example.  

Lisa: At the moment, I would think a big picture of someone taking a mark is something that comes to mind or perhaps a picture of cricket because the ashes was on. I don’t know if it’s still going. For me at the moment that is what I would associate with the typical cover. But I guess it depends what season you’re in as well. Like if the Olympics is going on it’s going to people in green and gold holding up medals or whatever, or someone swimming or someone in water. Definitely depends on the season but at the moment would probably be of someone taking a big mark or something about cricket. 

Interviewer: So what role does sport play in Australian culture?

Lisa: Well it brings people together, definitely. And I think there’s also… it’s very associated with drinking culture as well. And Australia does have a big drinking culture and you know even my brother who is 18 years old would go around to a friend’s house and have a few drinks and watch the footy. It’s very kind of mixed in with that, especially with football. Also working at [retail store] you see all the mums coming in the morning getting oranges for their little boy or girl who’s going to soccer or hockey or whatever. And then they come back when the game’s finished, people are coming in… they’re getting their kids some lollies or something to have after their games. So it is very family… like it brings families together as well. It gets you up in the morning I guess, taking the kids to footy or auskick or whatever… cricket, soccer, whatever they’re going to. Yeah I guess working at [retail store] I see that family aspect of it as well. And you know for me it’s about making friends and having fun. In my football team, I love all the girls in the team. They’re my best friends. It brings people together generally what I would definitely say about sport in Australia. 

Interviewer: So it sounds as though there’s sort of a social, team work aspect to it (Lisa: Yeah, definitely). And you were saying there’s the mums and get their oranges or whatever, so it sounds like there’s a bit of a routine associated with…

Lisa: Yeah, a routine as well you know. Saturday morning’s is sport … whatever the kids play. 

Interviewer: Yeah…So what do you foresee as the future of sport within Australia?

Lisa: Hopefully women’s football will get bigger. It seems to be like the past couple of years it’s really been on the rise. They had the exhibition match before the derby… I don’t know, sometime. I guess more opportunities for development would be great. There’s a lot of stuff going on as well now with getting Indigenous people involved as well. On our youth girls team we’ve got a lot of Indigenous players and it’s great to see them… it’s just great to see them like joining in with everyone else and playing. Sorry what was the question again? (Interviewer: what do you foresee in the future?). Yeah, just… I’m just hoping that women will get more recognition as well, which would be good. 

Interviewer: So you were saying that you would be hoping for more opportunities for development, I don’t really know so could you just explain that a bit?

Lisa: I guess maybe just some more… investing more in the development of women’s football. I can see on my team there are only a few girls on our team whose skills are up to standard with the boys and that comes from not having the experience… Not being able to continuously play and work on those skills at games and in training. ‘Cause you know that gap that I spoke about before. Like if girls could start at auskick and then keep playing who knows how could they could be and you can see the difference between girls and boys skills so easily. Even when I was working with some kids I was doing a little clinic down at [suburb] with some little boys who were doing auskick and their skills were already so good. Just because they’ve just been playing for so long. Girls have to have that break because there’s no opportunities for them to play and if we could continue that then like you know... who knows what how good girls could become. And I think that would be really great. Just to give that opportunity for girls to develop their skills just as much as boys can do.

Interviewer: So it sounds like there’s a bit of reciprocal nature… like you have the gap because there’s no recognition of women’s sport and because of that there’s no investment in filling the gap.

Lisa: Yeah, that does make sense. Yeah I think it’s just a matter of people putting more effort into it and more time. Just getting more recognition for the sport I guess. I think that is happening, tt’s definitely got a lot better recently, but it would be great to see it develop further.

Interviewer: We’re coming toward the end of the interview now, to summarise, you said how there was this gap and that contributes to the girls’ skills not being to the same standard as boys and how you sort of… how women’s sporting events are sort of drowned out by the derby and yeah how there is definitely a bit of a distinction between the girls and the sports they play and the boys and the sports they play. Is there anything you’d like to add?

Lisa: No, I think I’ve pretty much said I want to say.




