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Sam (Pseudonym)

Interviewer: Alright to start off, can you just tell me a little bit about yourself?

Sam: 19 years old, I do retail part time and at a University at the moment doing marine biology. 

Interviewer: How about your involvement in sport?

Sam: I did recently sign up for a gym, and been going to a few fitness classes. Tried to get a team together for touch rugby or NRL and that hasn’t really come together. That’s probably the extent of it. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Interviewer: So you were saying it’s a bit difficult to get a team together, tell me about the team…

Sam: Mixed and it’s just amount of interest or availability is a bit difficult as well. Probably more easier to just join a team not knowing anyone like attach someone to get involved in something.

Interviewer: So a bit difficult to get everyone on the same wavelength?

Sam: Yeah, definitely. Especially, just for social, really laid back teams as well. People pull out all the time, and then you have to pay more money and people kind of just get bored of it and you know, three weeks later and they’re like “yeah I’m not going to show up anymore”.

Interviewer: Yeah, yeah. How has your sport participation changed over time?

Sam: It’s become less serious. And probably... it’s more for fun than competition I guess. So how it’s changed over time… less structured, feel like I’m repeating myself (Interviewer: No! it’s all good.). It’s also probably more expensive as well for adult teams especially. When you’re under 16’s and stuff… at school, usually it’s free. And there’s a lot more support there compared to adult groups where you really have to do most of the organising yourself and they just kind of supply the venue to you. Sometimes they organise games properly… sometimes. 

Interviewer: It sounds like it was a lot easier when you were younger because it’s sort of facilitated for you.

Sam: Yeah, definitely. 

Interviewer: What sort of sports were you doing?

Sam: When I was a lot younger I did tennis, soccer. In high school I was doing AFL in a girls team. I did that for nearly three years. And you would actually play against other schools. And then I was doing… is it lacrosse? No… what’s the triathlon. Completely different one. What’s the one its like… athletics. Like I was doing shot put. 

Interviewer: Cool. Well just a bit of a change of tune, what is a popular sport for people the play in Australia? 

Sam: Cricket, AFL, rugby, netball is the biggest one. Like if you’ve ever seen it down at Fairway. I used to watch my friends there and eat food. They’re probably the top ones I can think of that a really popular. 

Interviewer: I might get you to describe a couple of those, but do you want to start with netball? So who would typically play netball?

Sam: 12-20 year old females. Have played against an older group where it was mixed and the males are really full on and sometimes it’s for a laugh and others it’s way too serious. But yeah, usually younger female population. And even later on as well… like they probably start coaching the younger teams and then they get into another group and it’s huge. And it’s pretty easy, like a lot of people can play. As long as you’ve got good knees then it’s O.K. 

Interviewer: Yeah. You sort of mentioned this a little bit… you were saying it’s pretty easy, a lot of people can play it. I was just wondering why you think it’s such a popular sport for that demographic? If you don’t have an answer that’s O.K.

Sam: Yeah… I’ll just have a little think about it. Well it’s everywhere. You learn it in primary education. And the reason why a lot of girls play I don’t know. It’s just kind of gender stereotypes of boys play basketball and girls will play netball. And to cross over, you must be really talented. But not so much for boys playing netball. Even though it gets so competitive, some girls can be particularly scary. 

(interrupted)

Interviewer: You were saying it’s everywhere and you sort of also said that when boys play netball so much of a big deal… is that what you were saying?

Sam: Yeah but for girls to play basketball. I don’t know, I think people would be a bit more interested in that maybe. 

Interviewer: How about AFL?

Sam: Pretty much… everyone... the kind of top athletic people in your school… I feel a lot of them play AFL ‘cause everyone just worships them. Rugby as well. Usually start out really young… white males, Australian males. Starting to get a few more people with different backgrounds now, but that’s usually who you see playing but the girls team I was playing in, some of them are really, really good. 

(Interrupted)

Interviewer: So you were saying they were competitive.

Sam: Not competitive, they were just skilled. They knew what they were doing and then you had the girls who had no idea what they were doing and that was because they didn’t… weren’t given any training. Just like “you’ll be right, just go…” Compared to male teams where you would see them training twice a week and they’ll go for a game. Whereas we would train 20 minutes before our game and then they’re like “O.K., have fun.” And it’s like… you know, different. 

Interviewer: So, like you were saying, there’s a real difference between the male and female teams. Do you have any idea why that would be?

Sam: Girls football isn’t taken as seriously. No one… not that no one wants to watch it, but it’ probably because it’s not worth watching it because they don’t actually know what they’re doing. Which is true because they haven’t been trained. And all you’ve ever seen is males playing on T.V. three times a week on the weekend, during the days. You don’t see females playing. And if they are being televised, it’s during the middle of the day on like a Friday, when no one is actually home and they don’t have any (incomprehensible) So yeah. Definitely culture. 

Interviewer: Yeah, it sounds like it’s a real… that it’s almost a different sport, in that girls are just… there’s just so much less exposure in comparison to the males AFL.

Sam: Yeah. 

Interviewer: Cool. You were sort of… immediately you sort of said netball, rugby and AFL. I was wondering… you said there were certain demographics that stand out for you… I was just wondering if you maybe compare … I don’t know if I want you to compare the sports (Sam: Or the people who play?) Yeah I guess, lets go with that.

Sam: I don’t know… I usually find netball players pretty serious when they’re on the court. Whereas with footy, it’s a lot more mateship… kind of helping each other out. You’re always kind of looking at who you want to pass it to like to get the best result... You do that in netball as well, but you’ve got someone like this (gestures hands in front of face) so you kind of… I don’t know. It’s a different mind set and rugby… I’ve only played a little bit of it, but watching on T.V. they just charge play for your all of your life but apart from that… So I guess different types of energies, and motivations, and type of people that play that… they get something out of it obviously. Are you wanting to know what type of personalities?

Interviewer: Yeah, you were sort of saying… the sort of people that go for that sort of thing. Do you want to elaborate on that a bit more?

Sam: I always picture very blokey Australians when I see AFL. Unfortunately, I’ve watched way too much of the footy show. And they’re always kind of depicting them as really laid back guys, always wanting to have a laugh, always getting up to shit… and you know, larrikin kind of thing. Whereas rugby, very masculine. They focus a lot on probably strength and power. And netball… you probably don’t get to see that side much on T.V. Like I’m pretty it’s one of the most played sports in Australia, and the Australian team is pretty good at it. I don’t know, they just kind of seem a bit more normal to me. Probably because they haven’t been so glamorised on T.V. all the time….Like you never hear anything about netball players, like professional netball players.. about their life… compared to footy and rugby. People wouldn’t be interested maybe. They wouldn’t want to know, or they wouldn’t even know the name of that person, so why would I care. You know… people immediately know who Ben Cousins is, know where the family lives and yeah. 

Interviewer: What is a popular sport for people to watch in Australia? 

Sam: Over east it would be rugby and cricket. And more AFL in Victoria and Western Australia. And yeah, cricket all over Australia… Tennis is a lot of fun when the Australian Open is over here. And you’re getting a lot more on free to air channels. You’re getting a lot more access to… Oh, I’m not sure. For me it’s just foxtel but like the Riverton Cup and the French Cup as well. I’ve been following that… whereas before I couldn’t care less. Love watching Serena Williams. Yeah… that’d be ones that I would see the most. 

Interviewer: You were saying that you love watching Serena Williams, what is it about her that you love watching?

Sam: She’s good at what she does. Particularly good. And because she receives a lot of crap. And then for her to win and she’s played a fair game. She hasn’t.. you know… had a hissy fit while people sort of look for something or say she’s acting like that again. You know… she does what she gets paid for and she does it really well. And it’s just nice to see that and she puts on a pretty good game. 

Interviewer: I might back to a few things you said there, but firstly you said she deals with a lot of crap… do you want to… what crap does she deal with?

Sam: There’s a lot of focus on her body. Her attitude, her lifestyle, and male players do get that as well but their usually talking about “Look at what he did on the weekend” whereas they’re focussing on her arse. And then you have my uncle commenting on her arse as well and it just kind of everyone just kind of picks up on that and are constantly firing at her. They’re like “she’s not womanly, she’s not feminine… couldn’t fit into a nice dress” and she can look absolutely stunning. So, just knowing that background it’s probably… and then seeing her kick everyone’s arse. It makes it more enjoyable I think. Of course she’s cocky. If you had millions of dollars I think you would be too and you won all the time. So yeah, I don’t blame her. But there’s probably a lot of stuff in her private life you wouldn’t know about and it’s not really anyone’s business anyway. But they’re there to do their job and that’s to play tennis. 

Interviewer: You were saying how she… people were saying how she can’t look womanly, and can’t look good in a dress and people say she’s not particularly feminine. What is it that makes her not feminine?

Sam: The amount of strength she has in her serve. I think in the past people have referred to her as intimidating and quite confronting and they’re not traits you associate with a cute girl if she’s got muscles out to here. I think they were comparing her to a lot of the other tennis players. You know they’ve got really fine legs, and they’ve still got toning but it’s… compared to her she’s… she would crush them quite easily. So a lot of it is on her physical appearance and her being so proud of herself. And she’s allowed to be, but you wouldn’t really associate that with a woman because they’re not really meant to kind of vocalise the positives or you know talk about themselves like men do. You know… they can be a bit meek about it and brush it off “oh, no it’s not that big of a deal” and she’s like “hell yeah, I won that”. 

Interviewer: I don’t know if you could.. I don’t know if you have a player in mind when I say this, but maybe if you could describe a feminine tennis player… what sort of sets them apart from Serena Williams? 

Sam: Tall, slender, petite facial features. Probably high ponytail, hair goes down to there, all flow-y, looks elegant, bouncing around. And yeah just probably thin. It sounds sad, but it’s probably true. 

Interviewer: Do you want to describe a male tennis player for me? 

Sam: Well if you look at the Australians who are there at the moment. They’re just very narcissistic. You know the two I’m talking about? … you just kind of picture like single child, spoilt, white boy… And not particularly gracious in their winnings as well. But then you’ve got the kind of older generation of tennis players and they’re a bit more dignified and were always kind of… you know they acknowledge the player and thank for playing with them and everything. 

Interviewer: Yeah…. We’ve been talking about tennis….do you want to describe the typical person who watches tennis?

Sam: I don’t know… I usually watch it when I’m with my family. ‘Cause they’re very sport-orientated, so if you’re over there you don’t have a choice. That’s what you’re watching kind of thing. I don’t know… it’s just such a huge international game. Like so many different people would go to watch it, but you don’t really have to understand the rules. You kind of just cheer whenever everyone else does. 

Interviewer: So it’s got massive exposure and it’s just yeah… for everyone really. How would you describe a sporting hero?

Sam: Hmm sporting hero... I kind of agree that Adam Goodes got Australian of the Year, and they refer to him as a hero and an idol for his community. But a lot of people took offence to that. But I still consider him a sporting hero just because that’s not all he is. He actually goes around to schools in different communities educating about domestic violence, and his background. Like if that… if the sporting career is all there is to that one person then I think that’s a bit bland. I don’t know… why is Merve Hughes a sporting hero? Like he played really well I guess, I don’t know enough about it. And then you’ve got Gary Ablett Senior… and Junior as well. And they’re just exceptional players, like no one can keep up with them and you just really enjoy watching them because they just steal the entire show. Then you’ve got Cathy Freeman. Why is she a sporting hero? Can I ask you questions?

Interviewer: Yeah, she won gold at the 2000 Olympics… I think that was it. 

Sam: Well that’s alright isn’t it. She did O.K. But you know like… and maybe we kind of build the story about them. Like look where she came from on this paddock where she’s training all by herself and now she’s a big star and you know probably younger children do look up to that, that’s great. Especially if you focus on the skills it took to get to where they are, and determination, and self-discipline, and all that stuff. They’re good qualities, but I’m more attracted to Adam Goodes because there’s more to him than his AFL career, and he’s not afraid to vocalise that. 

Interviewer: So while there’s also a hero aspect in really hard working and being a really exceptional player, the reason you find Adam Goodes more attractive is because he gives back to the community and is a good person I guess?

Sam: Maybe not Gary Ablett as a hero, but more of a legend. If you think hero, they’re kind of more… overcome all odds to do something, whereas he’s just kicking the ball around. 

Interviewer: What makes him a sporting legend, as opposed to a hero I guess?

Sam: He is just a very good player. That’s pretty much it I think.

Interviewer: So, how do you see sport and sports participation represented by media within Australia?

Sam: I really hate the Footy Show. Hate it. I was quite upset when one of the presenters didn’t choke on that cockroach. I really don’t like the way they talk about AFL players wives. The only thing is “she’s beautiful” and that’s it. They just focus on “oh you’ve got a nice trophy wife there” kind of thing. A lot of the attention is on the players and…. That’s not what I want to say. I don’t … compared to the… forget that. Compared to Australian cricket, the Australian’s women’s team is doing way better and demolishing their opponents, where as Australia has done pretty poorly. But still the media attention is still on the male team. Even my boyfriend submitted, “no ones going to watch it, no one cares” kind of thing. And it’s not that they’re not talented, but people are just not interested in it. Going back to when I was playing AFL, we got the boys jerseys, we didn’t have our own uniform. They were kind of putting you out there to fail. You’re not given any training, you have a basic understanding of the rules, so it’s a really disorganised game. Because it’s a team sport you need to know where your people are and just tactics. So all the boys teams were getting that. We were getting guys our own age training us, whereas they were actually getting a coach. So, you know, it wasn’t taken seriously and they’ll be having a laugh watching us play because “oh look you tried to kick the ball then, she didn’t quite get it”. That entire concept that women’s sport isn’t interesting. Which is really shit. It’s a bit different when it’s just single competitors and athletics, tennis. I think women are treated a bit differently in tennis. But when it comes to team sports, you always see.. it’ll be like five minutes of all the male teams in different sports on the news and there’s a minute for women at the end “yep they did good. They lost”. And you don’t hear any of the names either. You don’t really get that much exposure to it.

Interviewer: So there’s a real deficit between the exposure, and commentary I guess, on it.

Sam: Yeah, do you remember when they had a female commentator on an AFL game and people freaked out (Interviewer: Yeah I do actually). And it was weird listening to it. It was kind of nice ‘cause the person wasn’t screaming at you. But I think that’s…. I don’t know, men watching male sports. They could be 50 kilos overweight but they feel like they’re one of the boys and it’s that… it’s a boys club. Women aren’t allowed to be in it kind of thing. It would be really cool for girls to have that same kind of thing, looking up to that, but they don’t have that at all. And all they see is men playing. Unless they’re family has been into sports and takes them to games where both men and women are playing, then no one would ever be exposed to it. Whereas I’ve always just had cricket and football. And mum just refused to get up in the mornings to take me to sport (laughs). She’s like “no I can stay at home”. Oh well. 

Interviewer: Can you say more on that?

Sam: The way they talk about women.. there’s a manager or someone at a higher level in AFL, and I think she was actually going around to different clubs and educating them how to treat women. Because their lives a so constructed to be always be around your team mates and eat together, shower together, have sex with the same women together. They’re so, so stuck in that fish bowl, that I think they forget women are part of society. And she… I can’t remember what happened, but one of the presenters got out a mannequin dressed up as her, and was just molesting her on live television. And, you know, you’re one of the boys now you’re a part of the club… and he’s molesting her. She was talking about how a lot of female reporters just wouldn’t go into the change rooms because after all the reporters usually follow them in there after the game, and you get to see everything inside and it’s all like “yeah mate!” sort of thing. But for a woman to be in there… when the camera wasn’t there, the players were just abusing the shit out of them. Saying stuff to them, like sexually assaulting them. And it’s just because you don’t belong here. “I don’t want to hear what you have to say”. You know, you’re allowed to be in the stands cheering, but to actually have an opinion on it, or be a part of it is a completely different thing. And that’s kind of reflected back on to the men watching it. Unless you’re really good at what you do. If you play a sport yourself, you might get a bit of respect for it, but yeah… I think you’ll always be treated differently on your gender. 

Interviewer: … it’s not for women.

Sam: No, it’s not. Like they’ve got Auskick where you see little girls playing sometimes. I think that’s as far as it goes… not sure. 

Interviewer: You were saying was when you were playing AFL, you were getting “put out to fail” I think that was….

Sam: Yeah, I only really thought about that in the last few days. I’m like “hey! That’s not cool!” It’s just the level of seriousness that was taken with the guys team. Same age, same education, but pretty much just based on gender, you girls aren’t going to take it that seriously anyway. But you could always play for AFLW. That’s very competitive, you know there’s not much in between. It’s either have a laugh, which is fine, or train two times a week and play all weekend and not everyone has time that. If you want to revolve your life on that sport… what you want to do, but still at the same level of just doing it for a social thing, the boys team was still getting a lot more support. 

Interviewer: That’s quite… it seems like that really has bothered you. 

Sam: A little, yeah. I loved my coach, he was a lovely guy. But you know, they didn’t allocate the time to do that. And some girls weren’t that serious about it either. It was just more of a chance to talk with the guys after the game for some. Yeah I did get to train with an AFL side a couple of times. 

Interviewer: I think that was a cool idea, you said they invited ‘us’ in. Usually you’re not allowed, but with that, you were allowed within the culture.

Sam: Yeah it would be interesting what the AFL’s motive was for that, of why they wanted to promote girls teams coming in and actually meeting players. Not everyone gets to do that. Not sure if I can elaborate on that.

Interviewer: No, that’s cool. What role does sport play in Australian culture?

Sam: Pretty much everything. I think they take a lot of the team spirit out of that mateship into Australian culture. You look out for your friends, everyone has a fair go, it’s all light hearted. So I think that’s what a lot of people want to embody maybe. And a lot of people look up to them, and idolise them as well. Put them up on a pedestal. I don’t know why people love it so much. I still like playing sport, but why it’s so important in Australian culture, I have no idea. It does bring a lot of people together. 

Interviewer: What do you foresee as the future of sport within Australia?

Sam: It’s probably going to be a lot more involved between the community and sporting teams. You’re going to know too much information about the players. I think they’re going to… Just the way the media is going at the moment. They’ll probably just try and incorporate more clubs with communities. Who knows with the media on women’s teams though? I think… it might have a bit to do with who is running the country and what impact they can have on the culture, or players like Adam Goodes who tend to have an opinion about things and are actually O.K. with sharing them. Because with other players they don’t rock the boat… just play. I’d love to see more of it but I just… not in the near future, it’s going to take a while. Probably in a few generations to go before that happens. It’s pretty hard to change culture when it’s so focussed on masculinity as well. I think… I don’t know, I don’t want to generalise all Australian males but not particularly emotionally intelligent, or would see that as a weakness. They’ve got the Ned Kelly image of scruffy, and masculine, tough as nails kind of thing. Kind of idolising that, and you picture that with rugby players, or AFL players, or cricket players. They’re tough, they stay out there for so long, and they’re still playing so good. AFL players, rugby like covered in mud. They just look rugged. But for female sports kind of being looked at in the same light, maybe it just doesn’t fit with this culture. Not at this point of time. But every other day, I reckon we’re getting more and more exposure in media. And people do comment on it every now and then that you don’t really see much of it. 

Interviewer: You were saying female sport and our culture, it doesn’t really fit. Can you elaborate on that? 

Sam: I think with sport it’s quite… a lot of energy, probably traits that fit in with dominance, and strength, and control. And women just aren’t really seen that way here. For them to be ever seen as aggressive, or… not saying all women are lazy and all dainty, but to see them really active and in a powerful position would be off putting to probably quite a few people in Australia. Every now and then I’ve watched the female cricket team, and my dad will say she’s really good, and she knows what she’s doing, but it’s still “for a girl” kind of thing. He hasn’t said that in front of me (laughs). He wouldn’t get a way with that. But I think it all ties back to culture. All of it. And it’s just not welcoming.

Interviewer: How do you mean it’s not welcoming?

Sam: Going back to the AFL change rooms, a boys club. To have any time given to what everyone is use to, to a women’s team, they’d be like “really?” ‘cause they don’t want to watch that. It’s stupid, it’s the same game, but it’s like a different world. I’m putting males in a really bad light (laughs), but I think it’s to do with them being in a hierarchy, and for anyone to push them off that pedestal would just create a whole world of drama. 

Interviewer: You said women’s sport is a whole other world and also speaking about Serena Williams how she’s really breaking stereotypes and she’s cocky but she’s amazing and how she’s given so much crap for how her body is but she still does her own thing. And how you were saying masculinity and Australian culture are pretty close together and how sport and Australian culture share a lot of values. Is there anything else you would like to add?

Sam: Nah, that’s good.

Interviewer: Thank you. 






