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Cosmetology is a trained profession for the use of beauty treatments for hair, skin, and nails. To 
be a cosmetologist you must have a license. You can not practice cosmetology without a license.  
It is illegal to practice cosmetology without a license or an expired license. If your license is not 
valid or if you don’t have a license you could be charged with a fine or a misdemeanor 
depending on the state. To earn a cosmetology license you must complete a cosmetology course 
and pass. However, different states could require different things to achieve a license. If you 

have 
a license in one state, but wish to practise in another, you must transfer your license. Transferring  
a license is different in every state, but the state may require an application and fee, exam, or 
extra training. A cosmetology license is beneficial because it opens up career options and allows 
you to create your own art. 
 
“Being a professional cosmetologist or practicing cosmetology for compensation requires, by 
law, a license.​ Failure to attain a license is met with legal consequences.” 
 
“Cosmetology is the ​professional study ​and practical use of beauty treatments.” 
 
The author discusses the importance of having a license while practising cosmetology. It is 
illegal to practise cosmetology without a license. If you do you could face charges. This is 
important to know because some people don’t understand the amount of work and training it 
takes.  
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